
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



r 



M 



^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



NEW JERSEY 
COLLEGE LIBRARY 

SERMONS, 



BY 

HUGH BLAIR, D.D. F.R.S.Ed. 
One of the Ministbrs of the High ChurcHj 

AND 

P&OFBssoR of Rhetohic and Belles Lettres 
in the University, of Edinburgh, 

IN FIVE VOLUMES. 



VOL. n. 

THE TWENTY.FIRST EDITION. 



LONDON: 



Printei hy A. Strahan, Frinteri'Street ; 

For T. Cadell juxL and W. Davibs^ in the Strand; 
andW, Cbbech^ Edinburgh* 
MDCCCa 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE , J 



CONTENTS. 



SERMON L 

Oa the importance of Order in 
Conduct, , 

1 CoKlNTH. xiv. 46. Let all tbingt he 
done-*^ order,' ■ - • / Pj^e i 

SERMQ>J n. 

On the Government ^^ the , Heart. I 

I'liotEiiBS, iv. 23. ir«;^ /i&jr iJ^tf/* nj^Uh 
fH dUtgenee: fir ttt ofyt i^e^e ijjues 
^i^ - - - 27 

SERMON m. 
The £une Stil^je^ 'continued. 

P&OVERES, m 35. if^rj^ ^1^ ^^r/ 'with 
4dl dtUgetue : Jbr »ut of it tire the i/Juet 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iv CONTENTS. 



SERMON IV. 

On the Unchangeablenefs of the 
Divine Nature. 

James, i. 17. Every good and every per^ 

feB gift is from above y and cometb down 

from the Father of Lights^ with whom 

is no varidblenefs^ neither Jbadow of 

turjiing, ,r -^ - - Page 79 

S E R M O N V. 

X . - On the Compaflion of Chrift. ^ 

IFrcachcd at the Celebration of ^e Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper.j 

HebIIEWS, iv. 15. We have not an High 
; Prieft which cannot betquch^d with the 
_ feelings of^ our infirmities ; but was in all 
^ ^points tempted ti^e as we^are^ yet without 
* fn. - - . jQp 

^ - , ^ /' -T O 

,, SERMON VL •.': 
•: ;.c ^ Oh <he Love of PraHe. '' * 

TpHtf,'xu."43. For theyjoved ihe.^r^fe 
'of men more than 09j>raife of God. 138 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



SERMON VII. 

On the proper Eftimate of Human 
life. 

EccLESiASTES, xH, 8, Vanity of vanitiet-, 
faith the Preacher, all is vanity. 

Page I 66 



S-ERMON VIII. 
On Death, 

Psalm xxiii. ,4. Tea, though J walk 
through the- valley of thefbadow of death y 

, / voill fear no evil*, for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy faff", they comfort 
me.:'/: ^ - - 199 

SERMON IX. 

; On the Happinefs of a Future State. 

[Preached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 3 

RevelAt. vil 9. Jfter this I beheld^ 
, a^i^ lo ! a great multitude^ which n^ 
' man could number^ of all nations^ and 
^Hindredsy 'and people^ and tongues^ Jlood 
* ^ 6 brfore 



Digitized by 



Google 



^i CONTENTS. 

iefire tht throne^ and before the Lamb^ 
cloathed with white robes ^ and paltm in 
their hands. - - Page 230 

SERMON X. 

On Candour. 

I Corinth, xiii. 5. Cbarity^^tbinketh no 
tviU • • • ij8 

SERMON XL 
On the Charadcr 6f Jofcplu 

Gkjtesis, xIv. 5. 8. Now therefore b^ 
not grieved nor ^ngry with youtf elves that 
ye fold me hither ; for God did fend me 
before you to preferve lijfe. ^ ■ So now it 
was not you thatfent me hither^ but God. 

SERMON XIL 
Oa the Charader of Hazaeh 

1 Kings, viii. 12, 13. And Ha%ael fmd^ 
.nthy weepctb my Lord? And he an^ 

fwercd^ 



.Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS/ tU 

Jwered^ Bccaufe I know the evil that thou 

tvilt do unto the children of Ifraeh I' heir 

Jirong holds wilt thou Jet on Jire^ and 

their young men wilt thou Jlay with the 

fword^ and wilt dajh their children^ and 

rip up their women with ehild. And 

Hxzaei faid^ But wha^ is thy fervant 

a Ag that he Jbould da this gretU thing? 

And Eli/ba anfweredy The Lord hath 

Jhewed me that thou Jbalt be king over 

Syria. - • - Page 312 , 

SERMON Xm. 

J, * 

On the Benefits to be derived fram 
the Houfe of Mourning. 

£ccL£8iAST£$» viL a, 3» 4% It is better 
to go tbiT houfe of mournings than to 
go to the houfe of fearing; for that is 
the end of all men^ and the living will 
lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better than 
lighter; for by thefadnefs of the counter, 
nance the heart is made better. The heart 
rf the wife is in the houfe of mourning; 
htt (he heart of fools Js in the houfe of 
.iturrb. - ^ - 341 



Digitized by 



Google 



im CONTENTS. 



SERMON XIV. 

On the Divine Government of the 
Paflions of Men, 

Psalm Ixxvi, i o. Surely the wrath of man 
Jball praife thee ; the remainder of wrath 
Jhalt thou rejlrain. - - Page 369 

SERMON XV. 

On the Importance of Religious Know- 
ledge to Mankind. 

CPreachcd before the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge.] 

Isaiah, xi. 9. They Jhall not hurt nor 

defiroy in all my holy mountain ; for the 

' earth Jball be full of the knowledge of the 

' Lord^ as the waters cover thefea. 397 



' SER- 



Digitized by 



Google 




S E R M O N I. 

On the iMPORTA^tcB of Or&sr ia 

CoNDUCt* 
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I CoklNTH. Xiv. 4a 

Ltt all things bt done — i^ crder. 

lLIGION, like every regular and SERM 
well-conduded fyftem, is com- '• 
pofed of a variety of parts} each of 
which poiTefles its feparate importance, and 
contributes to the perfedtion of the whole* 
Some graces are eflential to it ; fuch as faith 
a;id repentance, ^e love of God, and the 
love of our neighbour ; which, for that 
reafon, muft be oftin inculcated on men* 
There ire other difpofitions and habits, 
Vol.il B which, 
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S E R M. which, though they hold not fo high a rankf 

i,^,,..^.^^ yet are neceflary to the introdudion and 

fupport of the former : and therefore, in 

religious exhortations, thefe alfo juftly claim 

a place. Of this nature is that regard to 

order, method, and regularity, which the 

apoftle enjoins us in the text to carry through 

the whole of life. Whether yciu confider 

it as, in itfelf, a moral duty, or not, yet I 

. hope foon to convince.you that it is effential 

to the proper difcharge of almoft all duties, 

and merits, upon that account, a greater 

degree of attention than is commonly paid 

to it in a religious view. 

If you look abroad Into the world, you 
may be fatisfied at the iirft g^Itn^ce^ ;|hat a 
vicious and libertine life is always a life of 
confufion. . Thence it ia natural to infer, 
tbfit order j$ friendly to rcKgion* As the 
negleft of it coincides with vice, fo the 
jxreferyatioD of it muft affift virtue. By the 
appointment of Providence, it is indifpen- 
iably requifite to worldly pro^rity. Thence 
arifes a prcfumption, that it is coitine<^e<i 
jklfo with fpirituaj improvemeot. When 
you behold a man's affairs, through ne- 
gligence and mifcondud, involved in dit- 

order. 
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A)r4^, ybii naturally conclude that his ruiil 
approaches. YoU nlay at the fame time! 
juftly fufped, that the caufett which affe<9: 
his temporal welfare, operate alfo to the 
]pre}udice of his moral ihtereftd. The apoftle 
teaches lis in this chapter^ that God is not 
the author of confujion *i He is t lotrer of 
order ; and all his works are full of ordlen 
But, where confuJioH », there isj it* cloft 
attendant^ every evil worif. In the fe- 
quel of this difcourfe I fhall point out fome 
of thofe partsi of Condud wherein it id jnoft 
itiaterial to virtue that ordei" take pidce ; and 
then fhall conclude with (hewing the high 
sidvantages which attend it. Allow me to 
recoimnend to you, order in the condud 
of your affairs ; order in the diftribution of 
^|BOur time } order in the mansigement of 
your fortune; order in the regulation of 
yont amufements; order in the arrange- 
ment of your fociety* Thus let all tlnngt 
he done in order ^ 

I. MAiNl*Ai>t order in the condufl: of 
yout worldly affairs. Every man, in every 
Aation of life, has fome concerns, private^ 

5 Verr334 t jamei, iU. i5* 

B a domedici 
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On tb^ Importance of 

domeftic, or public, which require fucccf-^ 
five attention ; he is pUced in fome fpbere 
of a£Hve duty. Let the employments 
which belong to that fphere be fo arranged, 
that each may keep its place without jyft* 
ling another ; and that which regards the 
world may not interfere with what is due 
to God. In proportion to the multiplicity 
hi affairs, the obfervance of order becomes 
more indifpeafable. But fcarcely is there 
atiy train of life fo fimple and uniform but 
what will fufier through the negled of it» 
I fpeak not now of fufierlng in point 
of worldly intereft. I call upon you to 
attend to higher interefts; to remember 
that the orderly conduiS of your temporal 
afiairs forms a great part of your duty as 
Chriftians. 

Many, indeed, can hardly be perfuaded 
of this truth. A (Irong propenfity has, in 
every age, appeared among men, to fequei* 
trate religion from the commerce of J^ 
world. Seafons of retreat and devotion 
they are willing to appropriate to God. 
But the world they confider as their own 
prdvince. They carry on a fort of fepa- 
ratc intereft there. Nay, by the refpeA 

which, 
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whfch^ Ob particular^occaiions^ they pay to s E R M* 
fdigipn, they top ofte:n itnagine that they ^' 
hzvt acquired the liberty of ading in 
worldly matters, according to what plan 
they choofe. How entirely do fuch perfons 
miftake the defign of Ghriftianity ! — ^In thU 
world you are placed by Providence as on 
a great field of triaU By the neceflitks of 
ybur nature you are called forth to dificr- 
tnt employments. By many ties you are 
conne^ed with human fociety. From fu- 
perioiirs and inferiours, from neighbouFS 
^nd equals, from friends and enemies, 
4emands arife, and obligations circulate' 
through all the ranks of life. This active 
{bene was cpntrived by the wifdom of Hea- 
ven, on purpofe that it might bring into 
exercife all the virtues of the Chriftian cha- 
racter ; your juftice, candour, and veracity 
in dealing with one another j your fidelity 
to every truft, and your confcientious dif- 
charge. of every office which is committed 
to you'; your afFedtion for your friends ; 
your forgivenefs of enemies; your charity 
to the diftreffed; your attention to the 
interefls of your family. It is by fulfilling 
^ tbefe obligations, in proper fucceffion, 

B 3 that 
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S E R M. that y<)u &itvr your conveffation to hefucb af 
*• iH^comelh fbe go/pel of Cbrt/i. It is thus you 
niak$ youf ligbtfo tojbine before mcn^jbat 
tbey fnay fee your good works ^ and glorify your 
Father fwhtch is in beaven. It is thus you 
are tendered meet for the inheritance of the 
faints in ligbt.'-^liut how can thofe various 
duties be difphirged by perfons who ^e 
fver in that liurry an4 perplexity which 
<fiforder creates? You wifli, perhaps^ |0 
perforn^ >vhat your charafter and ilation 
rtBquire, Bu^ from the confufioi^ in which 
you have allowed yourfelves to be involved^ 
you find it to have become impoffible, 
What was negledled to be done in its pro- 
per place, thruft itfelf forward at an incon-. 
V^nient feafon, A multitude of a&irs 
crowd upon you together. Different ob- 
ligations diflrad you ; and this diftrafkicn 
is fometimes the caufe, fometiroes the pre- 
sence, of equally negleding them all, or,* 
at leafl, of facrificing the greater to thq 
leffer. 

Hence arife fo ipany inconfiflent charac- 
ters, and fuch frequent inftances of piaftial 
and divided goodnefs as we find in the 
'^orld J appearances of generofity without 

jufliccjj 
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juffiw, Ircmbtnr withont tr*tli,"prdMty"w ^iVif. 
teten -liitfcout reverence tff G^d, "He i^rh'd ^!, 
eondnQs his alffairs with mithod add ^tt^ 
krity^ iftects every duty In its proper -pJa^ 
and alfigns it itis dire ranfe. Btit^wh6re^ftte?e 
is no order in condufti there'cahbc na!inU 
Ibrmity in cfiarader. The hjftural 'ccnl 
Iiexion atnd arrangcmetit of' dutrei are FottT 
If virtue appear at all, it vrill only be Xtiiixh 
aad ftarts. The authority <tf cemfcfehCi 
may occafionally operate, when our fitua- 
tion affords h room for exertidn. Bur in 
other circuinffantes of equaK importai^ce 
every moral fentiment will be overpowered 
by^ the tutttultuous buftk of worldly affairsi 
Fretfulneft of temper, t6o, 'will general!^ 
ch^raderife' ttofe who are negligent of 
order. The hurry in which they live, and 
the embarraflments with which they ard 
furrpunded, keep their fpirits iA perpetual 
ferment. Confliding with diflScuhies which 
they are unable to overcome, confcioys of 
Jhelr own mifcondud, but alhamed to coi\- 
fefs it, they are engaged in mkny a fecret 
ftruggle; and the uneafmefa which they 
fuffer within, recoils in bad humour on all 
^ho are around them. Hence the wretchecf 
B 4 refource^ 
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8 Z R4C. rtfoutcts to which^ at laft, they aire obliged 
'* to flyt in order to quiet thei^ cares. la 
d^ipair of ^elng able to unravel what th^ 
have fu6fered to become fo perplexed^ they 
ibm^times Gnk into fupine indolence, foin^ 
times throw themfelves into the arms of in* 
lemperance and loofe pleafure ; by either of 
which (hey aggravate their guUt| and accel&» 
rate thf|r jruim, To the end that order may be 
jnai|it4^d in yoi^r a^irs, i( is neceilary^ 

n. Th AT you attend to order in the difr 
tribution of your time. Time yqu ought to 
coniider as a facred truft committed to yoi^ 
by Gpd, of which you are now the de* 
pofit^es, and are to render account at the 
laft. Thftt portion of it which he ha^ 
allotted you» is intended partly for the con- 
cerns of this worid^ partly for tbofe of th^ 
next. Let each of thefe occupy, in the difr 
tribution of your tiipe^ that fpace which 
properly belongs to it* Let not the hour^ 
of hofpitality and pleafure interfere with 
the difcharge of your neceflary affairs j and 
let not what you call neceflary affairs en« 
crpach upon the time which is due to devo- 

tiopt TV k^^y fbif^S ^^^^ ^^ ^/^^oft^ and 

(I timq 
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a time fir every purpoft under the beawn *♦ 
If you delay till to-morrow what ought to 
be done to-day, you overcharge the inor* 
row with a burden which belongs not to it. 
You load the wheeb of time, and jprevent 
it from carrying you along fmootbly. '^He 
who every momipg plans the tranfa^lions 
of th^ day, and follows out that plan, carries 
on a thread which will guide hhn through 
the labyrinth of the moft bufy life. The or- 
derly arrangement of ^lis time is like a ray of 
light which darts itfelf through all his affairs, 
^ut where no plan is laid, where the difpofal 
pf time isiurrenderd merely to the chance of 
incidents, all things lie huddled together 
in one chaos, which admits neither of diftri* 
bution nor review. 

The firft reqiiifite for introducing order 
into the management of time, is to be im- 
prefied with a juft fenfe of its value. Con- 
tider wejl how much depends upon it, and 
how fait it fliies away* The b 
are in nothing more capricious 
fjflent than in their appretiat 
When they think of it as the 
th^ir continuance on earth, 

f Ecdef* \\u u 
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prft» h, and with the greatcft anxiety fcek 
to lengthen it out. But when they view- 
it in feparate parcels, they appear to hold it 
ih eontempt, and fquander it with incon- 
fiderate pmfufion. W'hlle they comjilain 
that life fis ihort, they are often wifhing its 
different periods at an end. Covetous of 
every other pofleffion^of^ time orrfy they arc 
prodigal.- They allow every idle man to 
be'mafter of this property, and make every 
frivolous occupatiori welcome that can help 
them to confume it. A Inong thofe who are 
fo carelefs of time, it is not to be expcfted 
that order fhould be obferved in its diftri- 
bution. But, by this fatal negleft, how 
many materials of fevere and lading regret 
are they laying up in (lore for themfelves ! 
The time which they fuffer to pafs away 
in the midft of confofion, bitter* repentance 
feeks afterwards in vain to recall, What 
was admitted to be done at its proper mo- 
ment, arifes to be the torment of fome fu- 
ture fcafon. Manhood is difgraced by the 
confequenccs of ncgleded youth. Old age, 
opprefTed by cares that belonged to a former 
period, labours under a burden not its own; 
At the clofe of life the dying man be- 
holds 
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holds with anguifli that his days are finifh-t s E R M* 
5ng^ when his preparation for eternity U J^ 
hardly commenced. Such are the effecla 
of a diforderly wafte of time, through not 
attending to its vaUie/ Every thing in the 
life of fuch perfons is mifplaced, Nothing 
is performed aright, from not being per- 
formed in due feafon. 

But he who is orderly in the diftribution 
of his time, takes the proper method of 
efcaping thofe manifold evils. He is juftly 
faid to redeem the time. By proper manage^ 
ment he prolongs it* He lives much ia 
Jittie fpace ; more in a ^ew years than 
others do it^ many. He can live to God 
and his own foul, and at the fame time at* 
tend to all the lawful interefts of the prefent 
world. He looks back on the pall, and 
provides for the future. He catches and 
nrrefts the hours as they fly. They art 
marked down for ufeful purpofes, and theit 
memory remains. Whereas thofe hours 
ft^t by the man of confufion like a ihadow. 
His days and years ar? either blanks of 
which he has no remembrance, or they are 
fii*^ ' up with fiich a confufed and irregular 
Aj^ceilton c^ unfifiiihed traaik£);ions,. that 
Q though 
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though he remembers he has been bufy^ 
yet he can give no account of the bufintfs 
which has employed him. Of him, morif 
than of any othcr> it may with jufticc be 
pronounced, that be italketb in a vainjbow } 
be is difquieted in vain. 

III. Introduce order into the manage^ 
ment of your fortune. Whatever it be, let 
the adminiftration of it proceed with me« 
thod and qeconomyt From time to time^ 
examine your fituation; and proportion 
your expence to your growing or dlminifh-^ 
ing revenue. Provide what is aeceflary, 
before you indulge in what is fuperfluous« 
Study.to do juilice to all with whom you 
deal, l>efore you affed the praife of libe-^ 
rality. In a word, fix fuch a plan of living 
as you find that your circumstances will 
fairly admit, and adhere to it invariably 
againft every temptation to improper ex-, 
ccfs. ^ ' 

J^o admonition refpeAing morals is more 
neceflary than this to the age in which we 
live ; an age manifeftly diftinguifhcd by a 
propenfity to thoughtlefs profufion ; where- 
in all the different ranks of men are ob^ 

ferved 
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ienred to prefs with forward vanity on ihofc 
who are above them ; to vie with their fu- 
periours in every mode of luxury and often- 
tation ; and to feek no fjuther argument for 
juftifying extravagance, than the fafhion of 
the times, and the fuppofed neceflity of 
living like others around them. This turn 
of mind begets contempt for fober and 
orderly plans of life. It overthrows all 
regard to domeflic concerns and duties. It 
puflies men on to hazardous and vifionary 
fchemes of gain ; apd ui^ortunately unites 
the two extremes of grafping with rapa- 
cioufhefsy'apdof fquandering with profuflon. 
In the midftof fuch diforder, no profperity 
can be of long continuance. While con* 
fuQoa grows upon men*s affairs, and pro- 
digality at the fame time waftes their fub- 
ftance;, poverty makes its advances like an 
atmed man. They tremble at the view of 
the approaching evil ; but have loft the 
forcie of mind to make provifion agalnfl: it. 
Accuftomed to move in a round of focieiy 
and pleafures difproportioned to their con« 
^ition, they are unable to break through 
the enchantments of habit ; and with their 
?yes open fink into the gulf which is be- 
fore 
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SBRM. fore them* Poverty etiforces dependence J 
and dependence incfeafes corruption. Ne- 
certity firft betrays them into mean com- 
pliances; next, impels them to open crimes; 
and, beginning with oftcntation and c:fctra- 
vagance, they end in infamy and guilt. 
Such are the confequences of neglefting 
order in our worldly circunlftartces* Such 
is the circle in which the profufe and the 

diflbkte daily run. To what caufe, £o 

much as to the want of order, cail we attri- 
bute thofe fcenes of diftrefs which (o fre- 
quently excite our pity ; families that once 
were flourifhing reduced totuin; and' the 
fnelancholy widow and neglcdted orphan 
thrown forth, friendlefs, upon the world ? 
What caufe hasi been more fruitful iri en- 
gendering thofe atrocious crimes which fill 
fociety v^ith difquiet and terrour; id training 
the gamefter to fraud, the robber to violence, 
and even the afTaffin to blood ? 
^ Be aflTured, then, that order, frugality, 
and occonomy are the neceflary fupports of 
every perfonal and private virtue. How 
humble foever thefe qualities may appear to 
fome, they are, neverthelefs^ the bafis on 
^hich liberty, independence, and true ho- 
nour, 
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ttouf , muft rife* He who has the fteadiridi serm* 
to arrange has aSkirs with method and re* 
gttlsrity, and to condud his train of. life 
agreeably to his circumffances, can be maf* 
ter of himfelf in every fituation into which 
he may be thrown. He is under no necef- 
fiiy to flatter or to lie, to (loop to what i« 
mean, or to commit what is criminaL But 
he who wants that firmnefs of mind which 
die obfervance of order requires, is held in 
bondage to the world; he can neither ad; 
his part with courage as a man, nor with 
fidelity as a Chriftian. From the moment 
you have allowed yourfelves to p^fe the line 
ef occonomy, and live beyond your fortune, 
you have entered on the path of danger* 
Precipices furround you on all fides. 
Every ftep which you take may lead to 
mifchiefs, that, as yet, lie hidden ; and to 
crimes that lyill end in your everlafting 
perdition. 

IV. Observe order in your amufements ; 
that is, allow them no more than (heir pro* 
per place ; ftudy to keep them within due 
1^ound$ ; mingle them in a temperate fuc- 
c^fli^ with fenous duj^s, and tb^ higher 

bufmefs 
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bufineni of life. Human life cannot pr<M* 
ceed to advantage without feme meafure of 
relaxation and entertainment. We require 
relief from care. We are not formed for a 
perpetual ftretch of ferious thought. By 
too intenfe and continued application, our 
fe^le powers woidd foon bd worn out. At 
the fame time, from our propenfity to eafe 
and pleafure, amufement proves, among all 
ranks of men, the moft dangerous foe to 
order. For it tends inceflantly to uTurp and 
encroach, to widen its territories, to thrufl: 
itfelf into the place of more important 
concerns, and thereby to diflurb and coun- 
terad the natural courfe of things. One 
frivolous amufement indulged out of feafon, 
vnll often carry perplexity and confufion 
through a long fucceflion of af&ir^. 

Amufements, therefore, though they be 
of an innocent kind, require fteady go« 
verhment, to keep them within a due and 
limited province. But fuch as are of an 
irregular and vicious nature, are not to be 
governed, but to be banilhed from every 
orderly fociety. As foon as a man feeks 
his happinefs from the gamiAg-table, the 
midnight revel, and the other haunts of 
1 1 Hcentiouf^ 
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Ucentioufaefs, confufion feizes upon him as s £ RM. 
its own. There will no longer be order in ,^^ 
his family^ nor order in his affairs^ nor or- 
der in his time. The moft important con- 
cerns of life.are abandoned. Even the order 
of nature is by fuch perfons inverted ; night 
is changed into day, and day into night% 
Character, honour, and intereil itfelf, are 
trampled imder foot. You may with cer- 
tainty prognofticate the ruin of thefe men 
to be juft at hand. Diforder, arifen to its 
height, has nearly accomplilhed its^ work« 
The fpots of death are upon them* Let 
every one who would efcape the peftilen** 
tial contagion fly with hafte from their 
company^ 

V. Preserve order in the arrangement 
bf your fociety ; that is, entangle not your- 
felves in a perpetual and promifcuous crowd; 
feled with piaidence and propriety thofe 
with whom you choofe to affociate; let 
Company and retreat fucceed each other 
at meafured intervals. There can be no or- 
der in his life who allots not a due (hare of 
his time to retirement and reflexion. He 
can neither prudently arrange his temporal 

Vol. II. C affairs. 
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SERM. affairs, nor properly attend to his fpiiitual 
^* interefts. He lives not to himfelf, but to 
the world. By continual diflipatioily he is 
rendered giddy and thoughtlefs. He un^ 
avoidably contra^s from the world that 
fpirit of diforder and confufion which is fo 
prevalent in it. 

It is not a fufficient prefervative againft 
this evil, that the circles of fbciety in which 
you are engaged are not of a libertine and 
vicious kind. If they withdraw you from 
that attention to yourfelves, and your do- 
meftic concerns, which becomes a good 
mail, they are fubverfive of order, and 
inconfiftent with duty. , What is innocent 
in itfelf, degenerates into guilt fitom beitig 
carried to excefs ; an idle, trifling fociety is 
near akin to fuch as is corrupting : One 
of the firft principles of order is, to learn ta 
be happy at home. It is in domeftic re- 
treat that every wife and virtuous man finds 
his chief fatisfadlion. It is there he forma 
the plans which regulate his public condu£t# 
He who knows not how to enjoy himfelf 
when alone, can never be longhappy abroad.. 
To his vacant mind, company may afford 
a temporary relief ; but when forced to re^^^ 
IX tiun. 
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turn to himfelf, he will be fo much more SERM. 
opprefled and languid* Whereas by a due ,^^ 
mixture of public and private life, we keep 
free from the fnares of both, and enjoy each 
to greater advantage. 

When we review thofe different parts 6f 
behaviour to which I have (hewn that order 
is effential, it muft neceffarily occur to you 
that they are all mutually connedled, and 
hang upon each other. Throughout your 
affairs, your time, your expence, your 
amufements, your fociety, the principle of 
order muft be equally carried, if you ex* 
pe£t to reap any of its happy fruits. For 
if into any one of thofe great departments 
of life you fuffer diforder to enter, it will 
fpread through all the reft. In vain, for 
inftance, .you purpofe to be orderly in the 
condufl: of your affairs, if you be irregular 
in the diftribution of your time. In vain 
you attempt to regulate your expence, if 
into your amufements, or your fociety, dif^ 
order has crept. You have admitted a 
principle of confufion which will defeat all 
your plans ; and perplex and entangle what 
you fought to arrange. Uniformity is above 
C 2 ' all 
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S E RM. all things neceflary to order. If you defirt 
that any thing fhould proceed according tO 
method and rule, let all things^ as the text 
exhorts, be done in order. 

I mufl alfo admonilh you, that in fmall 
as well as in great affairs, a due regard to 
order is requifite* I mean not that you 
ought to look on thofe minute attentions 
which are apt to occupy frivolous minds 
as connected either with virtue or wifdom. 
But I exhort you to remember, that dif- 
order, like other immoralities, frequently 
takes rife from inconfiderable beginnings. 
They who, in the lefler tranfadions of life, 
are totally negligent of rule, will be in 
hazard of extending that negligence, by 
degrees, to fuch affairs and duties as will 
render them criminal. Remiffnefs grows oa 
all who ftudy not to guard againft it j • and 
it is only by frequent exercife that the 
habits of order and punduality can be 
thorougly confirmed. 

From what has been faid, the great im- 
portance of this principle to moral and reli- 
gious condudt muft already be evident. 
Let us, however, conclude with taking a 
9 fummary 
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fiimmary view of the advantages which SE^M. 
attend it, . , \ 

Firft, the cbfervance of order ferves to 
correft that negligence which makes you 
omit fome duties, and that hurry and pre- 
cipitancy which make you perform others 
imperfeftly. Your attention is thereby di- 
reded to its proper objefts. You follow the 
ftraight path which Providence has pointed 
out to man ; 4n the courfe of which all the 
different bufinefs of life prefents itfelf regu- 
larly to him on every fide. God and man, 
time and eternity, poffefs their proper fta- 
tions, arife in fucgeffion to his view, and 
attrad his care. Whereas he who runs on 
ip a diforderly courfe, fpeedily involves 
himfelf in a labyrinth, where he is fur^ 
grounded with intricacy ^nd darknefs. The 
crooked paths into whicli he ftrikes, turn 
J)im afjde from the proper line of human 
purfuit; hide from his fight the objeds 
which he ought chiefly to regard, and bring 
others under his view, which ferve no pur- 
pofe but to di(lra£t and miflead him. 

Next, by attending to order, you avoid 

idlenefs, that mod fruitful fource of crimes 

^nd evils. AQing upon a plan, meeting 

C 3 every 
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every thing in its own place, you conftantly 
find innocent and ufeful employment for 
time. You are never at a lofs hew to dif- 
pofe of your hours, or to fill up life agree- 
ably. In the courfe of human aftion, there 
are two extremes equally dangerous to vir-» 
tue ; the multiplicity of afiairs, and the 
total want of them. The man of order 
ftands in the middle between thefe two 
extremes, and fuffers from neithen He is 
occupied, but not opprefled. Whereas the 
diforderly,' overloading one part of time, 
and leaving another vacant, are at one 
period overwhelmed with bufinefs, and at 
another, either idle through want of em- 
ployment, or indolent through perplexity, 
Thofe feafons of indolence and idlenefs, 
which r?cur fo often in their life, are their 
moft dangerous moments. The mind, un- 
happy in its fituation, and clinging to every 
object which can occupy or amufe it, is 
then apteft to throw itfelf into the arms, of 
every vice and every folly. 

Farther ; by the prefervation of order, 
you check inconftancy and levity. Fickle 
by nature is the human heart. It is fond 
pf fh^^nge J and perpetually tends to ftart 
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aHde from the ftraight line of condud. S£RM. 
Hence arifes the propriety of bringing our- 
felves under fubjedipn to method and 
rule ; which, though at firft it may prove 
conftraining, yet by degrees, and from the 
experience of its happy effeds, becomes 
natural and agreeable. It redifies thofe irre«- 
gularities of temper and manners to which 
wc give- the name of caprice; and which 
ase diftingullhing charaderiflics of a difor- 
derly mind. It is the parent of fteadinefs 
of condud);. It forms confiftency of cha- 
racter. It is the ground of all the con- 
fidenctf;^ repofe in one another. For, the 
diforderly wc know not where to find. la 
him only can we place any truft who is 
uniform and regular ; who lives by prin- 
ciple, ntt by humour ; who ads upon a 
plai^^md not by defultpry motions. 

^The advantages of order hitherto men- 
tioned belong to reditude of condud. 
Confider alfo how important it is to yoxu: 
felf-enjoyment and^ felicity* Order is the 
fource of peace ; and peace is the higheft 
of all temporal bleflings. Order is indeed 
the only region in which tranquillity dwells. 
The very mention of confufion imports 
C4 dif. 
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difturbancc and vexation. Is it poffibi© 
for that man to be happy, who cannot look 
into the ftate of his affairs, or the tenor of 
his condufl:, without difcerning all to be 
embroiled ; who is either in ' the midft of 
remorfe for what he has negle^ed to do, 
or in the midft of hurry to overtake what 
he -finds, too late, was neceffary to have 
been done ? Such as live according to or- 
der may be compared to the celeftial bodies^ 
which move in regular courfes, and by 
ftated laws; whofe influence is beneficent j 
wliofe operations are quiet and tranquil. 
The diforderly refemble thofe tumultuous 
elements on earth, which, by fudden and 
violent irruptions, difturb the courfe of 
nature. By mifmanagement of affairs, by 
excefs in expence, by irregularity in the 
indulgence of company and amuf«ment^ 
they are perpetually creating moleftatSdn 
both to themfelves and others* They dcn 
part from their road to Teek pleafure ; and 
inftead of it, they everywhere raife up 
forrows. Being always found out of their 
proper place, they of courfe interfere and 
jar with others. Th« diforders which they 
raife never fail to fpread beyond their own 

line, 
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line, and to involve many in confufion S£RM. 
and diftrefs; whence they neceflarily be- .^ ^|l^^ 
come the authors of tumult and contention, 
of difcord and enmity. Whereas order is 
the foundation of union. It allows every 
man to carry on his own affairs without 
difturbing his neighbour. It is the golden 
chain, which holds together the focieties of 
men in friendfliip and peace. 

In fine, the man of order is conne<aed 
with all the higher powers and principles 
in the univerfe. He is the follower of God* 
Jle walks with him and ads upon his plan. 
His charaAer is formed on the fpirit which 
religion breathes. For religion in general, 
^ndthe religion of Chrift in particular, may 
be called the great difcipline of order. To 
^alk ftnfully and to walk diforderly^ arc 
fynonymous terms in Scripture. From 
Jum as walk diforderly we are commanded, 
in the name of the Lord Jefus Cbri/ly to 
withdraw our/elves *. The kingdom of 
Satan is the reign of difbrder and darknefs. 
To' reftore order among the works of God, 
was the effd for which the Son of God de- 
fcended to the earth. He requires order to 

• 2 Theff. iii. 6. 
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be obferved in his church. His undertak*- 
ing is to be confummated in that perfeft 
order which he fhall introduce at the laft 
day. 1 n the new earth and the new heavens^ 
undifturbed order ftiall for ever prevail 
among ihtjplrits of the jufi made perfeEt; 
and whatever farther preparation may be 
requifite for our being admitted to join their 
focicty, it is certain that we {hall never (hare 
in it) unlefs we make it now our fludy to 
flfo all things decently and in order. 
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SERMON 11. 

On the Government of the Heart. 



Proverbs, iv. 23. 



Keep tby heart with all diligence ; for out of 
it are the ijfues of life. 

AMONG the many wife counfels given $ £ r m. 
by this infpired writer, there is none ^•^ 
which deferves greater regard than that 
contained in the text. Its importance, 
however, is too feldom perceived by the 
generality of men. They are apt to con* 
fider the regulation of external condudl as 
the chief objed of religion. If they can 
^lQl their part with decency, and maintain 
a fair charader, they conceive their duty to 
be fulfilled. What pafles in the mean time 
within their mind, they fuppofe to be of no 
great confequence either to themfelves, or 
tp the world. In oppofition to this dan- 

* gerous 
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gerous plan of morality, the wife man ex^ 
horts us to keep the heart ; that is, to attend 
not only to our adions, but to our thoughts 
and defires; and keep the hfart with all 
diligence^ that is, with fedulous and unre- 
mitting care; for which he afligns this 
reafon, that out of the heart are the ijfues 
of life, — In difcourfing on the fubje<Ji I 
purpofe to confider, feparately, the govern- 
ment of the thoughts, of the paffions, and 
of the ten^per. But before entering on any 
of thefe, let us begin with inquiring, in 
what fenfe the ijfues of life are faid to be out 
if the heart; that we may difcern the force 
of the argument which the text fuggefts, to 
recommend this great duty pf keeping th^ 
heart* 

"The ijfues of life are juftly f:^id to be out 
of the heart, becaufe the ftate of the heait 
is what determines our moral charaSer, 
and what forms our chief happinefs or 
mifery. ^ 

Firft, It is the ftate of the heart which 
determines our moral chataden Th? te- 
nor of our adlions will always correfpon^ 
to fhc difpofuions that prevail wit|iin. 

To 
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To diflemble, or to fupprefs, them, Is a fruit- S E R M. 
lefs attempt. In fpite of our efforts, they ^ ^^* 
will perpetually break forth in our beha- 
viour. On whatever fide the weight of 
inclination hangs, it will draw the pradHce 
after it. In vain therefore you ftudy to 
preferve your hands clean, unlefs you re- 
folve at the fame time to keep your heaft 
pure. « Make the tree good ^ as out Saviopt 
dircfts, and then its fruits njoill be good alfo. 
For out of the heart proceed not only evit 
thoughts^ but murders^ adulteries^ fornica" 
tionsy tbeft^ falfe witnefs^ blafphemies *. If 
that fountain be once poifoned, ypu can 
never expert that falubrious ftreams will 
flow from it. Throughout the whole of 
their courfe, they will carry the taint of the 
parent fpring. 

But it is not merely from its influence on 
external adion that the importance of the 
heart to our moral charafter arifes. Inde- 
pendent of all aftion, it is, in truth, the 
ftatc of the heart itfelf which forms our 
charafter in the fight of God. Wiih our 
fellow-creatures, actions muft ever hold the 
chief rank j becaufe, by thefe only we can 

• Matth*. XV. 18. 
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SERM. judge of one another; by thefe we effe£k 
^^* , each others' welfare ; and therefore to thefe 
alone the regulation of human law extends. 
But in the eye of that Supreme Being, to 
whom our whole internal frame io uncover- 
ed, difpofitions hold the place of adions ; 
and it is not fo much what we perform, as 
the motive which moves us to perform- 
ance, that conftitutes us good or evil in 
his fight. Ev«n among men the mora- 
lity of adlions is eftimated by the principle 
from which they are judged to proceed ; 
and fuch as the principle is, fuch is the 
man accounted to be. One, for inftancc, 
may fpend much of his fortune in charitable 
anions ; and yet, if he is believed to be 
influenced by mere oflentation, he is deem- 
ed not charitable, but vain. He may 
labour unwearied ly to ferve the public j but 
if he is prompted by the defire of rifing 
into power, he is held not public-fpirited, 
but ambitious : and if he beftows a benefit, 
purely that he may receive a greater in 
return, no man would reckon him gene- 
rous, but felfiOi and interefted. If reafon 
thus clearly teaches us to eftimatc the value 
of anions by the difpofitions which give 

them 
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them birth, it is an obvious conduHon that, S E S-M. 

IT 

according to thofe difpofitions, we are all 
ranked and clafTed by him who feeth into 
every heart. The redification of our prin- 
ciples of a£tion is the primary objeik ci 
religious difcipline ; and, in proportion as 
this is more or lefs advanced, we are Qiore 
or lefs religious. Accordingly, the rege- 
neration of the heart is everywhere repre- 
fented in the Gofpel as the mod efTential 
requifite in the charaAer of a Chriftian. 

Secondly, the ftate of the heart not 
only determines our moral charader, but 
forms our principal happinefs or mifery. 
External fituations of fortune are no far^ 
ther of confequence, thin as they operate on 
the heart; and their operation there is far 
•rom correfponding to the degree of worldly 
profperity of adverfity. If, from any in- 
ternal caufe, a man'si^^f^ace of mind be 
difturbed, in vain you load him with all 
the honours or riches which the world can 
beftow. They remain without, like things 
at a diftance from him. They reach not 
the fource of enjoyment* Difcompofed 
thoughts, agitated' paffions, and a ruffled 

temper. 
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s E R M. temper, poifon every ingredient of plea- 
1^^^ fure which the world holds out ; and over- 
ciUl every objeft which prefentd itfelf, with 
a melancholy gloom. In order to acquire 
a capacity of happinefs, it muft be our,firft 
ftudy to redify fuch inward diforders. 
Whatever difcipline tends to accomplifh 
this purpofe, is of greater importance to 
man, than the acquifition of the advantages 
of fortune. Thefe are precariouS| and 
doubtful in their effedt ; internal tranquil- 
lity is a certain good. Thefe are only 
means ; but that is the end. Thefe are no 
more than inftruments of fatisfadion j that, 
is fatisfaftion itfelf. 

Juftly is it faid by the Wife Mail, thati&^ 
who bath no rule over hisfpirit^ is like a city 
that is broken down and without walls *. All 
is wafte ; all is in diforder and ruins within 
him. He poflcfles no defence againft dan- 
gers of any fort. He lies open to every 
infurredion of ill- humour, and every in- 
vafion of diftrefs. Whereas he who is em- 
ployed in regulating his mind, is making 
provifion againft all the accidents of life* 
He is ereding a fortrefs into which, in the 

• Prov. XXV. aS. 
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day of danger, he can retreat with fafety. s E R M, 
And hence, amidft thofe endeavours to fe- v 
cute happinefs which inceflantly employ 
the life of man, the careful regulation, or 
the improvident negledl of the inward 
frame, forms the'^chief diftindion betweejtk 
* wifdom and folly. 

'^Thus it appears withjhow much pro- 
priety the ijfues v/^life are faid to he out of 
the heart. Here rife thofe great fprings of 
human condufl whence the main curreatat 
flow of our virtuei or our vice ; of our hap^ 
pinefs or our mifery. Befide& this powers 
^ ^1 argument iot^ keeping the hearty with ali 
%diHgtnce^ I muft mention another import- 
^ ant confid|fration-wtaken fiy)m the prefent. 
ftate of hiynan nature. TAink what your 
healt now is and what muft be the confe-* 
^uence of remitting yt)ur vigilaiicein watch- 
ing ovet^it* With too much juftice it i*' 
feid injlcripture to be deceitful above aU 
things and dejperately wicked. Its bias o'f 
innate corruption, gives it a perpetual tea-? 
oency do w wards into vice and diforder. 
JJo direct and impel it upwards, requires a 
conftant effort, Experij^ce may ^ortvidfee 
Vo^. IL ; D- " you 
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SE R M. you that aUnoft every defire haft a propen*^ 
fity to wander into an improper dirediion ; 
thaft every paffion. tends to excefs ; and that 
around your iraaginatioa ther? perpetually 
crowds a whole fwarm of vain and coiv 
rupting thougjits. After all the care thai; 
can be beftowed by the bcft men on jhe 
regulation of the heart, it frequently baf- 
ftes tbfeir efforts to keep it under proper 
difcipliae. Into what univerfal tumuli} 
Itlien rtMjft it rife, if no vigilance be em- 
pleyed and no government be exercifed 
oyer it ? la^ttentioa and remifsnefs is aR 
that. tbe> great adverfary oft mankind de-* 
fiores, in or^r to gain full adv^^nnage* 
While you Jlecpy be Jows his tares in the: 
fieM. Tbe houfe which he findsi vacaqt 
and ua^rded, he prefently garnijhcs wk& 
ivilffirits^ 

- Add to this, ^hat tlje human temper \% 
to he QQnfidejred as a fyftem, the p^irts o^ 
tiHbich bavea mU&uai dependenice oo^ eaicJI 
otficr. Itttroduce diforder liito any offe 
part, and you deiraoge the whole^ Suffer 
lime one pafTion to go out of it& place^ oc 
tp acquire an unnatural force, and prefemJy 
Imbalance of tha foul will he. brolcen ; its* - 
' ' powers 
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powers will jar among themfelVes, Atid their S E R Nf . 
op«-ations become difcordarit*— Jfc?<fJ^ tby 
hearty therefore^ ivttb all diligence; for all 
thy diligence is here required. And though 
t^ine owd keeping alone will not arail, 
unlefs the affiftance 6f i higfcef power con- 
cur, yet of this be well affured, that no 
aid from heaven is to be' expefted, if thou 
Aak negka tb eierf thyfelf in performing 
the part affigned thee. 

Having now ihewn the importance ot 
excercifing government over the heart, I 
proceed to cotifider more particiildrly in 
what the government eonfiltS, ^^ 'ft fe-^ 
ipeds the thoughts, the paffiohs, and the 
temper. . - i j * ' 

' I begin wifb Ifhfe tho^gfitsi trhi'cfr are the' 
p{4me movers of the whoFe human conduct. 
All Ihat makes a figure on the gre^ theatre? 
of iht wo*M, the employments bf t!he bufy, ' 
tlie enterprifes of tHe amlSitious, ahd'the 
exploits of the waiilrkei the virtireis which 
form the happinefs, and the crimes which 
occafion the mifery of mankind, originate 
in that filent and fectet recefs of thought 
which is hidden from every human eye. 
D2 The 
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SE^RM. Thefccrecy and filcnce which reign there, 
favour the prejudice, , entertained by too 
many, that thought is exempted from all 
control.' Paffions, they perhaps admits 
require government and teftraint, becaufc 
they are violent emotions,, and difturb fo- 
ciety; But with their thoughts, they plead^ 
no one is concerned. By thefe, as long as 
they remain in their bofom, no offence caa 
be given, and no injury committed. To 
enjoy unreftrained the full range of imagU 
nation, appears to them the native right and 
privilege of man. 

Had they to do with none but their 
fellow-creatures, iiict. reafoning might be 
fpecious. But they ought to remember^ 
that in the fight of the Supreme Beings 
thoughts bear the cfaarader of good or evil- 
as much as adlions ; and that they are, ia 
efpecial manner, the fubjeQs of Divine ju- 
rifdidion, becaufe they are cognizable at 
no other tribuoaL The moral regulation 
of our thoughts, is the particular teft of our 
reverence for God. If we reftrain our paf- 
fions from breaking forth into open difor- 
ders, v^hile we abandon our imagin^uon 
in fecret to corruption, we (hew that virtue 

refts 
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reiby with us, upon regard to men ; and s E R M. 
that however we may a£t a part in public .^^'^ 
with propriety, there is before our eyes 
no fear of that God who fcarcbetb tht 
hearty and retjuiretb trutb in tbc inward 
parts. 

But, even abftrading from this awful 
confideratibn, the government of dur 
thoughts muft appear to be of high con- 
fequence from their dircft influence on 
conduS. It is plain that thought gives the 
firft impulfe to every principle of adion. 
Actions are, in truth, no other than thoughts 
ripened into confiftency and fubftance. So 
certain is this, that to judge with precifion 
of the charader of any man, and to foretel 
with confidence what part he will ad, no 
more were requifite, than to be rendered 
capable of viewing the current of thought 
which paflfes moft frequently within him. 
Though hy fuch a method we have n6 
acceis to judge of one another, yet thus it is 
always in our power to judge of ourfelves. 
Each of us, by impartially fcrutinizing his 
indulged and favourite thoughts, may dis- 
cover the whole fecret of his real charader. 
This coniid^ration alone is fufficient to 
P 3 ihew 
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SERM. ihew of what importance the government 
of thought i« to the keeping of the hearts 

But, fuppofing us convinced of its im- 
porUince, a queilion may arife. How far it 
is within our power, and in what degree 
thoughts are fubje(a to the command of the 
will ? It is plain that they are not always 
the offspring of choice. Often they are 
inevitably imprefled upon the mind by fur«- 
rounding objeds. Often they ftart up as 
of themielves, without any principle of in- 
troduction which we are able to trace. As 
the wind blowetb where it li/letb^ and thou 
caffft not tell whence it comcth^ nor whither 
it goetby equally rapid in its tranfitions, and 
infcrutable in its progrefs^ is the courfe of 
ihought. Moving along a train of connec-> 
lions which are too delicate for our obfer- 
vation, it defeats all endeavours either to 
explore or to ftpp its path. Hence vain 
and fantadic imaginations fometimes break 
in upon the mod fettled attention, and dif- 
fturb even the devout exercifes of pioijs 
minds. Inftances of this fort muft be placed 
to the account of human frailty. They ate 
misfortunes to b« deplored^ rather than 

crimes 
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oimes to be. condemned ; and our graciotifis S E R M. 
Creator, who kuews ourfranie^ and remem-* ^JL' 
bers we are duft^ will not be fevere in mark- 
ing every fuch error and waadering of the 
, mind. But after thefe allowances are made, 
ftill there remains much fcopc for the pro- 
per government of thought j and a multi- 
tude of^cafes occur, in which we are no lefs 
accountable for what we think, than for 
what we do. 

As, firft, when the introdufticm of any 
train of thought d^ends upon ourfelves, 
and is our voluntary aft ; by turning our 
attention towards fuch objects, awaken- 
ing fuch pailions, or engaging in fuch em- 
ployments as we know muft give a pecu- 
liar determination to our thoughts. Next, 
when thoughts, by whatever accident they 
may have been originally fuggeftcd, arc 
indulged with deliberation and complacency. 
Though the mind his been paflive in their 
wception, and therefore free from blame ; 
yet, if it be adlive in their continuance, the 
guilt becomes its own. They may have 
intruded at firft, like unbidden guefts ; but 
if, when entered, they are made welcome, 
and kindly entertained, the xia&.is the fame 

D 4 as 
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as if they had been invited from tbe begin- 
nings If ^e be thus accountable to God 
for thoughts either voluntarily introduced, 
or deliberatdiy indul^d, we are no lefs fo, 
in the lail place, for thofe M^bich find ad* 
mittance into our hearts from fupine negli- 
gence, from total relaxatic«i of attenitioq, 
from allowing our imagination to rove with 
icntire licence, like tbe eyes cf thefml^ tor 
wards tbe end of the eartb. Our mimls 
?ire, in this cafe, thrown open to folly and 
vanity* They are proftituted to every evil 
thing which pleafes to take poffeffion. The 
confequenoes mud all be charged to our ac<» 
count ; and in vain we plead excufe from 
human infirmity. Hence it appears, that 
the great objedi at which we are to aim in 
governing our thoughts, is, to take the moft 
effedual meafures for preventing the intra- 
dudion of fuch as are finfiil, and for haflenr. 
ing their expulfion, if they fhall have intro- 
duced themfelves without con fent of the wilL 
But when we defcend into our. breafts^ 
an4 e^camine how far we have ftudied to 
keep this objed in view, wha can tell^<>w 
oft he, bath trended? In no article of reli- 
gion pr mopila are men more culpably re* 
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rnifs than in the unreftraincd indulgence SERM. 
they give to fancy ; and that too^ for moft ,,^J[^ 
part, without remorfe. Since the time that 
Reafon hegan to exert her powers, Thought 
during our waking hours, has been aftive 
in every breaft, without a moment's fuf- 
penfion or paufe. The current of ideas 
has been always flowing. The wheels of 
the fpiritual engine have circulated with 
perpetual motion. Let me afk, what has 
been the fruit of this inceflant adtivity with 
tilt grcateft part of mankind ? Of the in- 
numerable hours that have been employed 
in thought, how few are marked with any 
permanent or ufeful efFefl! How many 
have either paffed away in idle dreams ; or 
have been abandoned to anxious difcon- 
tented mufing.^, to unfocial and malignant 
psffions, or to irregular and criminal de- 
fires ! Had I power to lay open that ftore* 
houfc of iniquity which the hearts of too 
many conceal ; could I draw out and read 
to them a lift of afl the imaginations they 
have devifed, and all the paffions they have 
indulged in fecret ; what a picture of men 
would I prefenttothemfelves ! What crimes 
|vOu|d they appear 'to have perpetrated ia 
' fancy^ 
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fancy, which to their moft intimate coii^ 
panions they durft not reveal ! 

Even when men imagine their thoughts 
to be innocently employed, they too com- 
monly fufFer them to run out into extrava- 
gant imaginations, and chimerical plans of 
what they would wifli to attain, or choofe to 
be, if they could frame thecourfc of things 
according toUheir defire. Though fuch 
employments of fancy com^ not under the 
famedefcription with thofe which are plainly 
criminal, yet wholly unblameable they fcl* 
dom are. Befides the wafte of time which 
they occafion, and the mifapplication which 
they indicate of thofe intelkdual powers 
that were given to us for mdch nobler pur*- 
pofes, fuch romantic fpeculations lead us 
always into the neighbourhood of forbid- 
den regions. They place us on dangerous 
ground. They are for the moft part con- 
neded with fome one bad pafflon ; and 
they always nourifli a giddy and frivolous 
turn of thought. They unfit the mind for 
applying with vigour to rational purfuits, 
or for acquiefcing in fober plans of conduft. 
From that ideal world in which it allows 
itfelf to dwell, it returns, to the commerce 
14 of 
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^ aifOf unbent and relaxed, fickly aad 
tainted, averfe from difcharging the duties^ 
aod fometimes difqualified even for reltlh* 
ing the pleafurcs of ordinary life, Jcm-^ 
falem I wajh thine heart from nxickednefs. 
How longjhall thy 'Oain thoughts lodge witb^ 
in thee''^? — In order to guard againft all 
fuch corruption and abufes of thought as I 
h^ye oicptipned, it laay be profitable to at- 
tdnd to the following rules : 
- - - . • -* 

Iij the firft place, ftudy to acquire the 
habit. of attention to thought. No ftudy is 
more important, for in proportion to the 
degree \fi which this habit is poflcfied, fuch 
c^simonly is the degree of intelledual im- 
proveuient. It is the power of attention 
which in a great meafure diftinguiQies the 
wife and the great from the vulgar and 
trifling herd of men. The latter are ac- 
cuftomed to think, or rather to dream, with- 
out knowing the fubjeft of their thoughts. 
In their unconneded rovings, they purfue 
no end j they foUoW no tra£t. Every thing 
floats loofe and disjointed on the furface of 

• Jcrem. iv. 14. 
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SERM. their mind ; like leaves fcattercd and blewa 
about on the face of the waters. ' 

In ordcrto lead your thoughts into any 
ufeful diredion, your firft care muft be, to 
acquire the power of fixing them, and of 
reftraining their irregular motions. Inure 
yourfelves to form a plan of proper m^di-i- 
tation } to purfue it fteadily ; and with fer 
vere authority to keep the door (hut againft 
intrufions of wandering fancy. Let your 
mind for this purpofe, become a frequent 
object to itfelf. Let your thoughts be made 
the fubjeft of thought and review. — " To 
** what is niy attention at prefent cUre£ted ? 
" Could I difclofe it without a blufli to the 
** world ? Were Goli inftantly to call me 
** into judgment, what account could J givf 
** of it to him ? Shall I be the wifer or the 
" better for dwelling on fuch thoughts as 
** now fill my raind ? Are they entirely 
" confiftent with my innocence, and with 
" my prefent and future peace ? If they 
*' arc not, to what purpofe, do I indulge 
** fuch unprofitable or dangerous mufings ?^ 
* — By frequent exercife of this inward fcru- 
tiny, we might gradually bring imagination 
1 1 under 
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ander dlfcipline, and turn the pfiwcrs of SERM. 
thought, to their proper ufe as means of ^\' ^ 
improvement, inftead of fuffering them 
to be only the inftruments of vanity and 
guilt. , 

In the fecond place, in order to the go- 
vernment of thought, it is neceflary to guard ^ 
againft idtenefs. Idlenefs is the great fo- C 
menter of all corruptions in the human * 2| 
heart. In particular, it is the parent of tr ^ 
loofe imaginations and inordinate defires. O ^ 
Tfie ever adive and reftlefs power of thought, t^- 
if not employed about what is gooi3, will j- 
naturally and unavoidably eri gender evil/ ^ ^ 
.Imagine not that mere occupation, of what- ^ pi 
ever kind it be, will exempt yoii from the k •^ 
b!ame and danger of an idle life. Perhaps js 
the word fpecies of idlenefs is a dlffipated, •< 
though feemingly bufy, life fpent in the 
liaunts of loofe fociety, and in the chafe of 
perpetual amafement. Hence a giddy mind, 
alternately elated and dcjefted with trifles, 
occupied with no recollection of the pad 
but what is fruitleft, and with no plans for 
the future but what are either frivolous or 
guilty. 
* ^ • As, 
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As, therefore^ you would govern yonf 
ffioughts, or indeed as you would have any 
thoughts that are worthy of belif^g goyernedv^ 
provide honourable en>pk>yment/Qr the na- 
tive activity of your rxiinds. ^Keep know- 
ledge, virtue,, and ufefulnefs, ever in view* . 
Let your life proceed in a train of fuch piir- 
luitsas are worthy of a Chriftian, of a ra- 
tional and focial being. While thefe are 
regularly carried on as the main btifirtefs tf] . 

. life, let amufement pofTefs no nwre than its' 
proper place in the diftribution of your time. ' 
Take particular care that your amufefnents 
be of an irreproachable kind, and that alf 

. your fociety be either improving or inno- 
cent. So (hall the ftream of your thoughts 
be made to run in a pure channel. Manly 
occupatiops and virtuous principles wiK ex- 
pel the taint, which idlenefs never fails to 
communicate to the Vacant mind. 

In the third place, tvhen criminal thoughts 
arife, attend to all the proper methods of 
fpeedily fupprefling them. Take e:!Campte 
from the unhappy induftry which finnerd 
difcover in banifhing good ones, when a 
natural fenfe of religion forces them on theif 
confcience. How anxioufly do they fly • 
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drown the voice which upbraids them ia 
Ums o/oife of comp^^ny cr diverfion I What 
onmeious *rtiike» do they employ to evade 
the i^neafuiefs which returns of refledioa 
wpuld.produof I— -Were we to ufe. equ^ 
diligettce in preyeating the entrance of vi- 
ciouft fuggeftioQS^ orin expelling them when 
entered^ wl^y ihould we not be equally fuc- 
cefsful in a, miu:h betjier caufe^ As foon as 
you are fenfibk that any dangerous pailioa 
b€giQ9 to ferAMnty inftantly.itan in other 
pa^iona, ainl other ideas^ to your aid. 
Haften to turn yotir though tsi into a diiierent 
direftioflu Summon up whatever you have 
fo!«Mi4 to be of pow'er for compoiing and 
h^ir^Mi^iring your mind. Fly for aifillance 
tx> fi^rious.ftndieB^ to prayer and devotion ; 
or even, fly to bufiniefs or innocent fbciecy, 
ifiUjltude he in hazard of fav<Hiriag the fe^^ 
du^lipa. Biy fudi means you may Rop xh^ 
pw^eft of -the gromng evil. Yfm may 
apply^aaasiktidotey befwd the poi£3n has had 
timtt to worklts fioll'e&dr. 

In the £Durth place, it wiU^be partkularly 
uficf ul to i«kpfie& y^ur miiid$ vs^h an bat:&ual 
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fenfe of the prefence of th^ Alfttighty. WheA 
we .reflc<a what x ftrong check the belief of 
divine omnifcience is calculated to-give t^ 
all criminal thotights, wcf are tertipted- to- 
fufped, that even by Chrifti^ns this article 
of faith is not received with Sincere coavio;'' 
tion. For who but muft confefs, that if he' 
knew a parent, a friend, or a neighbo^rj to 
have the povrer of looking into his heart,- 
he durft not allow hirafelf that unbounded 
£:ope which he now gives to his imagination 
and defire ? Whence, then, coities it to paft, 
that men, without fear or concern, bring itiro 
the prefence of the awful Majefty 6f Heaven 
that folly and licentioufnefs of thought which 
would make them blulh and tremble, if one 
of their own fellaw-crcatures could defcry it ? 
At the fame time, no principle is fupported 
by clearer evidence than the omnifcience of 
God. All religious feds have admitted it, 
all focieties of men, in their oaths and cove- 
nants, appeal to it. The Sovereign rf the 
univerfe cannot but know what paflfes 
throughout his dominions. He who fup- 
ports all nature muft needs pervade and fill 
it. He who formed the heart is certainly 
confcious to what pafTes within it. 

Never 
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Never let this great article of faith efcape s E R M. 
from yonr view. In thinking, as well as ^^^^ 
in ading, accuftom yourfelves to look up 
with reverence to that piercing eye of di- 
vine obfervation, yfhxch never Jlumbers nor 
Jleeps. Bekold a pen always writing over 
your head, and making up that great re- 
cord of your thoughts^ words, and anions, 
from which at laft you are to be judged* 
Think that you are never lefs alone thaa 
when by yourfelves; for then is he ftill 
with you, whofe inipe^ion is of greateir 
confequence than that of mankind. Let 
thefe awful coniiderations not only check 
the diflipation of corrupt f^ncy, but infufe 
into yoor fpirits that folemn compofure 
which is the parent of meditation apd wiC- 
dom. Let them not only ei^pel what is 
evil, but introduce in its ilead what is pure 
and holy } elevating your thoughts to divine 
and eternal objeds, and ading aathe coun- 
terpoife to thofe attradions of the v^orld, 
which would draw your whole attention 
downwards to feafe and vanity. 
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SERMON IIL 

The fame Subject contiaued. 



Proverbs, iv. 23* 

JCee^ thy heart with all diligence ; for out of 
it are the ijfiics of life. 

SERM. TTAVING treated, in the foregoing 
difcourfe, of the governmetlt . of the 
thoughts, I proceed to cQrtfider the govern- 
ftient of the paflions, aS the next great duty 
included in the keeping of the heart. 

Paflions are ftrong emotions of the mind 
occafioned by the view of apprehending 
good or eviL They are original parts of 
the conftitution of our nature j and there- 
fore to extirpate them is a miftaken aim. 
Religion requires no more of us than to 
moderate and rule them. When our blefl^ 
cd Lord aflumed tlie nature, without the 

corruption. 
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conruptiony ofm^n, he vfasfubjea-to like SERM. 
paffions witK U8» On fome op canons he felt 
the rifings of anger. He was often touf hed 
with pity.. He was grieved in fpirit; he 
forrowed and he wept. 

Pafli^a, when.propjerly direded,. may 
be fubfervient to very ufeful ends. They 
roufe the dormant powers' of, the foul. 
They, are even found to exalt them. They 
often raife a man above himfclf, and ren- 
der him more penetrating, vigorous, and 
mafl;erly, than he is in his calmer hours. 
Actuated by fome high paflion, he conceives 
great deigns, and furmounts all difficulties 
in the execution. . He isinfpired with moi:e 
lofty featiments, aqd endowed with more 
perfuafive utterance, than he poflefles at 
any other time. Paffions are the adive 
forces of the foul. They are its higheft 

. powers brought into movement and exer- 
tion. But, like all other great powers, they 
•are either ufeful or deftrudive, according 
to their diredion and degree ; as wind and 

^fire are inftrumental in carrying on many 
of the beneficent operations of nature ; but 
when they rife to undue violetice, or de- 

m: E 2 viatc 
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s E R M. viate from their proper coarfe, tiieir path is 
marked with ruih. 

It is the prefeht infelicity of human na- 
ture, that thbfe ftrbng emotions of the mind 
are become too powerful for the principle 
which ought to regulate them. This is one 
of the tinhappy confequences of our apof- 
ftacy from God, that the influence of rea- 
fon is weakened, and that of paffion 
flrengthened' within the heart. When 
man revolted from his Maker, his paffions 
rebelled againft himfelf, and, frbm beipg 
originally the minifters of reafon, haV« 
become the tyrant? of the foul. Hence, in 
treating of this fubjed, two things may be 
affumed as principles: 'firft, that through 
the prelent weaknefs of the underftanding, 
our paflions are often dir6£led towards im- 
proper objeds J and n^xt, that even when 
their direClion is juft, and their objeSs ate 
innocent, they perpetually tend to run into 
excefs ; they always hurry us towards their 
gratification with a blind and dangerous 
impetuofity. On thefe two points then 
turns the whole goverment of our paflions : 
firft,' to alcertalri the proper objcds of their 

purfuit ; 
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purfuit; and next, toreftrain them in that SERM. 
purfult, when they would carry us beyond 
the bounds of reafon. If there be any paf- 
lion which intrudes itfelf unfeafonably into 
our mind, which darkens and troubles our 
judgment, or habitually difcompofes our 
temper j which unfits us for properly dit: 
charging the duties, or difqualifies us for 
cheerfully enjoying the comforts of life, 
we may certainly conclude it to have gained 
a dangerous afcendant. The great obje<^ 
which we ought to propofe to ourfelves is, 
to acquire a firm and ftedfaft mind, which 
the infatuation of pafiion (hall not fcduce, 
nor its violence fhake ; which, refting on 
fixed principles, Ihall, in the midft of con- 
tending emotions, remain free and maftcr 
of itfelf; able to liften calmly to the voice 
of confcience, and prepared to obey its dic- 
^tes vi^ithout hefitation. 

To obtain, if poflible, fuch command of 
paffion, i< one of the higheft attainments 
of the rational nature. Arguments to (hew 
its importance crowd upon us from every 
quarter. If there be any fertile fource of 
xnifchief to human life,' it is, beyond doubt, 
tRe ipiUule of paffion. It is this which 
E 3 poifons 
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S E R M. poifons the enjoymjent of individyals, over* 
turns the order of fobiety, and ftrews the 
path of life with fo.many miferies, as to 
render it indjeed the .valley of tears. All 
thofe^reat fcenes of public calamity, which 
^e bqhold with' aftonifliment and horror, 
have originated from the fource of violent 
paffions. Thefe have overfpread the earth 
with bloodflicd. Thefe have pointed the 
aflaflin's dagger, and filled the poifoncd 
bowl. Thefe, in every age, have furniftied 
too copious materials for the orator's pa- 
thetic -declamation, ?irid for the poet's tra- 
gical fong. 

When from public life wp defcend to 
private conduct, though paflion operate not 
there m fuch a wide and deftrudlive fphere, 
vve flipill find its influence to be no lefs bane- 
ful. I need not mention the black and 
fierce paflions, fuch as envy, jealoufy, and 
revenge, whofe eflfedts are obvioufly nox- 
ious, and whofe agitations are immediate 
mifery. But take any of the licentious and 
fenfual kind. Suppofe it to have unlimited 
fcopc ; trace it throughout its cburfe ; and 
you will find that gradually, as it rifes, jt 
taints the fouiidnefs, and troubles the peace, 

of 
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of his mind ovtx whom it reigns ; that ifi S E R M, 
its progrefs it engages him in purfuits which ^^^' 
are marked either with danger or with 
fhame ; that in the end it waftes his for- 
tune, deftroys his heahh, or debafes his 
charaSer; and aggravates all the miferies 
in which it has involved him with the con- 
cluding pangs of bitter remorfe. Through 
all the ftages of this fatal courfe, how many 
have heretofore run ! What multitudes do 
we daily behold purfuing it, with blind and 
headlong fteps ! 

But, on the evils which flow from unre- 
ftrained paflions, it is needlefs to enlarge. 
Hardly are there any fo ignorant or incon- 
fiderate as not to admit, that where paflion 
is allowed to reign, both happinefs and vir- 
tue muft be impaired. I proceed therefore 
to what is of more confequence, to fuggeft 
fome diredions which may be ufeful in 
aflifting us to preferve the government of 
our paffions. 

In the firft place, we muft ftudy to ac- 
quire juft views of the comparative import- 
ance of thofe bbjeds that are moft ready to 
attract defire. The erroneous opinions 
E4 which 
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SERM, which we form concerning happinefs and 
milery, give rife to all the miftaken and 
dangerous paifions which embroil our life^ 
We fuffcr ourfelves to be dazzled by unreal 
appearances of pleafurc. We follow, with 
precipitancy, whitherfoever the crowd 
kads. We admire, without examination, 
what our predeceflbrs have admired. We 
fly from every fhadow at which we fee 
others^ tremWc. Thus, agitated by vain 
fears and deceitful hopes, we are hurried 
into eager conteftt> about objcdks which are 
in themlelves of no value. By. re<Sifying 
our opinions, we fhould ftrike at the root 
of the evil. If our vain imaginations were 
chartened, the tumult of our paffions would 
fubfide. 

It is ol)ferved, that the young and the 
ignorant are always the moft violent in 
purfuit. The knowledge which is forced 
upon them by longer acquaintance with the 
world, moderates their impetuofity. Study 
then to anticipate, by refledion, that know- 
ledge which experience often purcbafes at 
too dear a price. Inure yourfelves to fre- 
quent confideration of the emptlncfs of 
thofe pleafures which excite fo much ftrtfc 
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and conrmotion among mankind. Think s E R M. 
how much more of true enjoyment is loft '^'• 
by the violence of paffion, than by the want 
of thofe things which give occafion to that 
paflion. Perfuade yourfelves, that the fa- 
vour of God and the pofleffion of virtue 
form the chief happinefs of the ratipnal 
nature. Let a contented mind, and a 
peaceful life, hold the. next place in your 
cfiimation. Thefe are the conclufions 
which the wife and thinking part of man- 
kind have always formed. To thefe con- 
clufions, after having run the race of paf- 
(ion, you will probably come at the laft* 
By forming them betimes, you would mak^ 
a leafonable efcape from that tcmpeftuous 
region ; through which none can pafs with- 
out fuffering mifery, contrading guilt, and 
undergoing fevere remwfe. 

In the fecond place, in order to attain 
^the command of paflion, it is requifite to 
acquire the power of felf-denial. The felf- 
denial of a Chriftian confifts not in perpe- 
tual aufterity of life, and univerfal renun- 
ciation of the innocent comforts of the 
world. Religion requires no fuch unne- 

ceflary 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 On the Governrntftt 

SERM. ceflary facrifices, nor is any fuch foe ta 
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prefent enjoyment. It confifts in our being 
ready, on proper occafions, to abftain from 
pleafure, or to fabmit to fuffering, for the 
fake of duty and confcience, or from a view 
to fome higher and more extenfive good. 
If we poffefs not this power, we fhall be 
the prey of every loofe inclination that 
chances to aiife. Pampered by continual 
indulgence, all our pailions will become 
mutinous and headftrong. Defire, not 
reafon, will be the ruling principle of our 
conduct:. 

As, therefore, you would keep your paf- 
fions within due bounds, you muft betimes 
accuftom them to know the reins. You 
muft not wait till fome critical occafK>n for 
the exercife of felf-denial occur. In vaia 
you will attempt to a<3; with authority^ if 
your firft cflay be made when temptation 
has inflamed the mind. In cooler hours, 
you muft fometimes abridge your enjoyi- 
jnent even of what is innocent. In the 
midft of lawful pleafure, you muft main^ 
tain moderation, abftemioufncfs, and felf- 
command. The obfervance of this diC- 
ciplinc is the only method of fupportingTe^ 
14 fon 
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fon in its proper afcendant. For if you SERM. 
allow yourfelves always to ftretch to the 
utmoft point of innocence and lafety, 
beyond that point you will infallibly be 
hurried, when paflion fhall arife in its might 
to fhake the heart. 

In the third place, imprefs your minds 
deeply with this perfuafion, that nothing is 
what it appears to be when you are under 
the power of paflion. Be aflured, that no 
judgment which you then form can be in 
the leaft depended upon as found or true. 
The fumes which arife from a heart boiling 
with violent paflions, never fail to darken ' 
and trouble the underftanding. When the 
gourd withered, under the fhade of which 
the prophet Jonah repofed, his mind, al- 
ready ruffled by the difappointment of his 
predictions, loft, on occafion of this flight 
incident, all command of itfclf ; and in the 
midft of his impatience, he wijhcd to die 
rather than to live. Inftead of being calmed 
by that expoftulating voice, Doji thou.wellj 
Jonah ! to be angry becaufe of the gourd f 
he replied with great emotion, I do well to 
be angry even unto death. But did Jonah 
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S E R M. think fo when his paffion had abated ? Po 
"'• thcfe fentiments bear the lead refemblance 
to that humble and devout prayer, which, 
on another occafion, when in his calm mind, 
he put up to God * ? No two pcrfons can 
differ more from each other than the famq 
perfon differs from himfelf, when agitated 
by paffion, and when mafter of, his reason. 
/ do well to be angry ^ is the language of 
every man when his mind is inflamed^ 
Every paffion juftifics itfelf. It brings in ^ 
thouiand pretences to its aid. It borrows 
many a falfe colour to hide its deformity- 
It pofTeiTes a fort of magic, by which it can 
magnify or diminifh objedls at pleafure, and 
transform the appearance of every thing 
within its fphere« 

Let the knowledge of this im^pflure 
which paffion pra(9iifes, place you coixtinv* 
ally en your guard. Let the remembrance of 
it be ever at hand, to check the extravagant 
judgments which you are apt to pafs in 
thofc moments of delufion. Liflen to no 
fuggeflion which tlicn arifes. Form no 
conclufions on which you are to aft. Af^ 
fure yourfelvcs that every thing is behelij 

• See Jonah, lu 
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through a falfe medium. Have patience s E R M. 
for a little, and the illufion will vanifli; 
the atmofphere will clear up around you, 
and objeds return to be viewed in their 
tiative colours and juft dimenfions. 

In the fourth place, oppofe early the be- 
ginnings of paffion. Avoid particularly all 
fuch objeds as are apt to excite paffions 
which you know to predominate within 
you. As foon as you find the tempcft rifmg, 
have recourfe to every proper method, ei- 
ther of allaying its violence, or of efcaping 
to a calmer fhore. Haften to call up emo- 
tions of an oppofite nature. Study to con*- 
quer one paffion by means of fome other 
which is of lefs dangerous tendency. Never 
account any thing fmall or trivial which is 
. in hazard of introducing diforder into your 
^beart. Never make light of any defii*e 
which you ffeel gaining foch progrefs as to 
threaten entire dominion. Ulandiftiing it 
'will appear at the fitft. As a gentle' and 
'tnnoceni emotion, it may fteal into the 
Heart; but as it advances, it isl likely Xopierte 
yhU through nxntb fnany forrows. "What.you 
indulged as a favourite amufement, will 
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SERM. fhortly become a ferious bufinefs j and in 
>_,-^A^ the end may prove the burden of your life. 
Moft of our paffions flatter us in their rife. 
But^ their beginnings are treacherous ; their 
growth is imperceptible; and the evils which 
they carry in their train lie concealed, until 
their dominion is eftablifhed. What Solo- 
mon fays of one of them, holds true of them 
all, that their begin?img is as when one letteth 
out water "^n It iflues from a fmall chink, 
which once might have been eafily flopped j 
but, being negleded, it is foon widened by 
the ftream ; till the bank is at laft totally 
thrown down, and the flood is at liberty to 
deluge the whole plain. 

In the fifth place, the excefs of every 
pafl[ion will be moderated by frequent me- 
ditation on the vanity of the world, the 
fliort continuance of life^ the approach of 
death, judgment, and eternity. The ima- 
ginary degree of importance which the ne- 
glect of fuch meditatipn fufiers us to beft:ow 
on temporal things, is one great caufe of 
our vehemence in defire, and our eagernefs 
in purfuit. We attach ourfelves to the ob- 
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jc^ around us, as if we could enjoy them s E R M- 
for ever. Higher and more enlarged pro- ^^JiJ^ 
fpefts of the deftination of man would 
naturally cool his mifplaced ardour. For 
what can appear fo confiderable in human 
affairs, as to difcompofe or agitate the mind 
of him to whofe view eternity lies open, and 
all the greatnefs of the univerfe of God ? 
How contemptible will feem to him this 
hurry of fpirits, this turmoil of paflion, 
about things which are fo foon to end ? — 
Where are they who once difturbed the 
world with the violence of their contefts^ 
and filled it with the renown of their ex- 
ploits ? What now remains of their defigns 
and enterprizes, of their paflions and pur- 
fuits, of their triumphs and their glory ? 
The flood of time has pafled over them^ 
and fwept them away, as if they had never 
been. The fajhion of the world changes 
continually around us. We fucceed one 
another in the human Courfe, like troops 
of pilgrims on their journey. Abfurdly we 
fpend our time in contending about the 
trifles of a day, while we ought to be pre- 
paring for a higher exiftence. Eternity is 
juft at hand to clofe this introductory fcene. 

It 
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SERM. It is faft rolling towards iie, like the tide 
y^^,-^ of a vaft ocean, ready to fwallow up s3X 
human conccfns, and to leave no trace 1»- 
bind it, except the confequencee of our good 
or bad deeds which (hall laft for even 
Let fuch refiedions allay the heat of paflioiu 
Let them reduce all human things -to their 
proper ftandard. From frivolous purfuita 
let them recall our attention to objeds of 
real importance ; to the proper bufinefs of 
man ; to the improvement of our nature^ 
the difcharge of our duty, the rational and 
religious conduft of human lifew 

In the lad place, to our own endeavDurs 
for regulating our pailions .let ns j(Dfn eaiw- 
neft prayer to God. Here,, if atiy-wherci^ 
(divine affiftance is rcquifite. Fcr fuck is 
the prefent blihdnefs and impef&flioD of 
human nature, that even todifeover all thfe 
diforders of pur hekrt is become difficulty 
miuch more, to redify them^ is beyond our 
:^wen To that fuperior aid, then, which 
. is promifed to the pious and upright, let us 
look up with humble minds; befeeching 
the Father of mercies, that while we ftudy 
\o4& our own part with refolution and 
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vsgiUdce^ he would forgiVc our returning s E R M. 
weaknefs ; wouW ftrengthen our conftancy _ l^j^ 
ia refifting the aflaults of* pafBon ; and 
enable us by his grace fo to govern our 
minds^ that without coniiderable intefrup« 
tk>Q8 we may proceed in a courfe of piety 
and Tinue. 

It bow remdus to treat of the govern- 
ment of tejnper, as included in the kcjefnr^ 
^tbe btart. Paffions are quick and ftrong 
emotioni) which by degrees fubfide. Tem^ 
per is the difpoiation which remains after 
thefe emotions are paft, and which forms 
the habitual ptopenfity of the fouL The pafr 
fions are like the ftream when icisiwoln by 
die torrent, and ruffled by the winds. The 
temper re&mbled it when running within 
its bed^ with its natural velocity and force. 
The influence of temper is more (ilent and 
imperceptible than thaf of paflion. It ope>- 
rates with lefs violence ; but as its operation 
is coftfeint, it produces effeds no lefs con*- 
"Merabie* It is evident, therefore, that it 
highly ddferves to be confidcred in a reli- 
^ous viewi 
- Vol- IL F Many, 
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s E R M. Many, indeed, are averfe to behold it in 
this light. They place- a gftod temper upon 
the .fame footing with a healthy conftitu- 
tion of body. They confider it as a natural 
felicity which fome enjoy ; but for the want 
of which, others are not morally culpable, 
nor accountable to God; and hence the 
opinion has fometimes prevailed, that a bad 
temper might be confiftent with a ftate of 
g^ce. If this were true, it would overturn 
that whole dodrine of which the gofpel is 
fo full, that regeneration, or change of na- 
ture, is theeffential charaSeriftic of a Chrift- 
ian. It would fuppofe that grace might 
dwell amidfl malevolence and rancour, and 
that heaven might be enjoyed by fuch as 
are" ftranger« to charity and love. — It will 
readily be admitted, that fome, by the ori- 
ginal frame of their mind, are more favour- 
ably inclined than others towards certaiii 
good difpofitj^ons and habits. But this 
affords no juftification to thofe who neglefl: 
to oppofe the corruptions to which they are 
I prone. Let no man imagine that the hu- 
man heart is a foil altogether unfufceptible 
of culture j or that the worft temper may 
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ftot, through the affiftance of grace, be re- s E R M. 
formed by attention and difcipline. Settled J}[;_ 
depravity of temper is always owing to our 
own indulgence. If^ in place of checking, 
we nouriih that malignity of difpofuion to 
which wc are inclined, all the confequences 
"will be placed to our account, and every 
excufe from natural conftitution be rejeded 
at the tribunal of Heaven. 

The proper regulation of temper aflfeds 
the.charader of man in every relation which 
he bears, and includes the whole circle of 
reli^pus and moral duties. This, therefore, 
ia a fubjeft of too great extent to be com- 
prehended in one difcourfe. But it may be 
ufeful to take a general view of it ; and be- 
fore we conclude the^oarine of keeping the 
hearty to fliew what the habitual temper of 
a good man ought to be, with refpedt to 
God, to hie neighbour, and to himfelf. 

First, with refpeft to God, what he 
ought to cultivate is a devout temper. This 
imports more than the care of perform- 
ing the ofHces of religious worfhip. It 
denotes the fenfibility of heart towards 
the Supreme Being, which fprings from 
F 2 a deep 
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SERM. a dec|^ imprcffion of his perfeAlonft <)a 
the fouL It ftands oppoTed, not only 
to that difrcgard of God which forms 
the defcription of the impious, but to that 
abfence of religious affeftions which fome- 
times prevails among thofe who are im-^ 
perfedly good. They acknowledge^ per- 
haps, the obligations of duty* They feel*; 
fome concern to work out tbtir fcdvatkm 
But they apply to their duty through mere 
conftraint ; and ferve God without-afiediion 
or complacency. More liberal and gene* 
rous fentiments animate the mdn who is of 
a devout temper. God dwelb upt^n his 
thoughts as a benefador and a i^er, to 
whofe voice he hearkens with jby» Amidft 
the occurrences of Ui^ his mind naturally 
opens to the admiratftm of his wifdom, tlie 
reverence of his power, the love of his 
tranfcendant goodnefs. All nature appeals' 
to his view as ftamped vnth thcimprcfs of 
thefe perfedions. HaHtual gmtitddte to his 
Maker for mercies pa^, aad cheerful i^figu 
nation to his will iii all time to cOflEie^ 4Mr 
the native effufions of his hearty 

Such a temper as this deferves to be cul- 
tivated with the utmoft attentiolEi; for it 
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contributes, in a high degree, both to our s E R m. 
improvement and our happinefs. It refines, ^^^' 
and it exalte human nature. . It foftens that 
hardnefs which our hearts are ready to con- 
traft from frequent intercourfe with this 
ru^ed world. It facilitates the difcharge 
of every duty towards God and man. At 
the fame time it is a temper peaceful and 
ferene^ elevated and rejoicing. It forms 
the current of our afiedions to flow in a 
(^acid t^noun It opens pleafing profpeds 
to the mind. It bani&es har(h and bitter 
paiHona ; and places us above the reach of 
many of the annoyances of worldly life* 
When the temper is truly devout, the peace 
of God^ which faffetb undefftanding^ heepttb 
the heart andfotd. I proceed, 

S£CONj)Ly, to point out the proper ftate 
of 0U7 temper with refped: to one another. 
It is evident, in the general, that if we 
confult either public welfare or private hap- 
pinefs^ Chrifiian charity ought to regulate 
our difpofitioa in mutual intercourfe. But 
as this great principle admits of feveral di« 
verfified appearances, let us confider fome 
of the chief forms under which it ought to 
F 3 Ihew 
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^ ^^ ^* fhew itfelf in the ufual tenour of life. Uni- 
verfal benevolence to mankind, when it 
refts in the abftraft, is a loofe indeterminate 
idea, rather than a principle of real effed ; 
and too often floats as an ufelefs fpeculatioa 
in the head, inftead of affeding the temper 
and the heart. 

What firft prefents itfelf to be recom- 
mended is, a peaceable temper ; a difpofi-i 
tion averfe to give offence, and defirous of 
cultivating harmony, and amicable inter-r 
courfe in fociety. This fuppofes yielding 
and condefcendihg manners, unwillingnefs 
to contend with others about trifles, and, 
in contefl:s that are unavoidable, proper mo- 
deration of fpirlt. Such a temper is the 
firft principle of felf-enjoyment. It is the 
bafis of all order and happinefs among 
feankindT The pofitive and contentious, 
the rude and quarrelfome, are the bane of 
fociety. They feem deftined to blaft the 
fmall (hare of comfort which nature has 
here allotted to man. But they cannot dif- 
turb the peace pf others, more than they 
break their own.* The hurricane rage^ firft 
in their own bofom, before it is let forth 
ppon the world. In the tempeft which 
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they raife they are always toft ; and frcr s E R m. 
quently it is their lot to periih, ^J^\ 

A peaceable temper muft be fupported by 
a candid one, or a difpofition to view the 
conduit of others with ^irnefs and impar* 
tiaUty. This ftands oppofcd to a jealous 
and fufpicious temper, which afcribes every 
adUon to the worft motive, and throws a 
black fhade over every charadter. As you 
would be happy in yourlelves, or in your 
connexions with others, guard againfl; this 
malignant fpirit. Study that charity TvJbicb 
tbinketb no evil; that temper v^rhich, with- 
out degenerating into credulity, will difpofe 
you to be juft ; and which can allow you 
to obferve an error, without imputing it as 
a crime. Thus you will be kept free from 
that continual irritation which imaginary 
injuries raife in a fufpicious bread; and will 
walk among men as your brethren, not your 
enemies. 

But to be peaceable, and to be candid^ 
is not all that is required of a good man. 
.He muft cultivate a kind, generous, and 
fympathizing temper, which feels for dit- 
trefs, wherever it is beheld ; which enters 
into the concerns of his friend with ar- 
F 4 dour J 
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dour } an4 to all with whom he has inter«* 
courfe is geotle^ c^liging, and humane; 
How amiable appears fuch a dlfpofitioQ, 
when coQtrafted with a maUcious or envw 
ous temper, which wraps itfelf up in its 
own n^jrrow intereft, looks with an dvil eye 
on the fuccefs of others, and with an uona^ 
tural ikisfa^ion feeds 01:1 their difappoint* 
meats or miferies \ How little does he know 
of the true happinefs of life, who is a 
ilrafiger to that intercourfe of good offices 
and kind aficdions, which, by a pleafing 
charm, attach men to one anodier, and cir^ 
culate joy from heart to. heart ! 

You are' not to imagine that a benevo* 
lent temper finds no exercife, unlefs when 
opportunities oSer of performing a£lions 
of high generofity, or of extenfive utility. 
Thefe may feldom occur. The condition 
of the greater part of mankind, in a good 
meafure, precludes them* But in the oT'* 
dinary round of human affairs a thoufand 
occafions daily prefent themfdves, of miti- 
gating the vexations which others fufier, 
of foothing their minds, pf aiding their in*- 
ter^ft, of promoting their cheerfulnefs or 
eafe. Such occafions may relajte to the 
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fmaUer incidents of life. But let ua re-* s B R M, 
member, that of fmall incidents the fyftem 
human life is chiefly compofed. The 
attentions which refped thefe, when fug^ 
gefted by real benignity of temper, are often 
more material to the happinefs of tbofe 
aroond us, than anions which cany the ap« 
pearance of greater dignity aa^ fpleiidour; 
No wific or good man ought to account 
any mles of behaviour as below his regard, 
which tend to cement the greater brother- 
hood of mankind in comfortable union. 

Particularly amidft that famiKar inter- 
courfe whkh belongs to domeilic life, all 
the virtues of temper find an ample range* 
It is very unfortuixate^ that within that 
circle, men too often think themfelves at 
Kberty to give unreftrained vent to the 
caprice of paffion and humour. Whereas 
there, on the contrary, fnore than any 
where, it concerns them to attend to the 
government of their heart ; to check what 
is violent in their tempers, and to foften 
what is harfli in their manners. For there 
the teftiper is formed. There the real cha- 
radler difplays itfelf. The forms of the 
ivorld difgyifc men when abroad. But 
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SERM. within his own familj, every man is 
' ' ^ known to be what he truly is. — In all our 
intercourfe, then, with others, particularly 
in that which is clofeft and moft intimate^ 
let us cultivate a peaceable, a candid, a 
gentle and friendly temper. This is the 
temper to which, by repeated injun(flions, 
our holy religion feeks to form us. This 
was the temper of Chrift. This is the 
temper of Heaven. 

We are now to confider, thirdly, the 
proper ftate of temper, as it refpeds the 
individual himfelf. The bafis of all the 
good difpofitions which belong to this head, 
is bunulity. By this I under(^and, not that 
meannefs of fpirit which leads a man to 
undervalue himfelf, and to fink below his 
rank and charader ; but what the fcripture 
cxprefles with great propriety when it ex- 
horts every many not to think of bimfelf more 
highly than be ought to thinky but to think 
fiber ly *. He who adopts all the flattering 
fuggeftions of felf-U)ve, and forms. claims 
upon the world proportioned to the ima- 
ginary opinion which he has conceived of 

♦ Rom. xii, 3. 
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his merit, is preparing for himfelf a thou-^ SERM. 
£ind mortifications. Whereas, by checking _i^}^r 
the rifmgs of ill-founded vanity, and re- 
treating within thofe bounds which a mo- 
derate eftimation of our chara^cr. pre- 
fcribes, we efcape the miferies which al- 
ways purfue an arrogant mind, and recom- 
mend ourfelves to the favour both of God 
and man* 

Hence will naturally arife a contented 
temper, which is one of the greateft blefl^ 
ings that can be enjoyed by man, and one 
of the moft material requifites to the pro- 
per difcharge of the duties of every ftatioru 
For, a fretful and difcontented temper ren- 
ders one incapable of performing aright any 
part in life. It is unthailkful and impious 
towards God ; and towards men, provo- 
king and unjuft. It is a gangrene which 
preys on the vitals, and infers the whole 
conftitu^tion with difeafe and putrefadioa. 
Subdue pride and vanity, and you will 
take the moft efFedual method of eradica- 
ting this diftempen You will no longer 
behold the ohjecfis around you with jaun- 
diced eyes. You will take in good part , 
%he bleffings which Providenc? is pleafed to 

beftow, 



Digitized by 



Google 



jG On the Govsrnmfnt 

SSRM. beftow^ and the degree of favour which 
yoxir fellow-creature* are difpofed to grant 
you. Viewing yourfelves, with all your 
imperfe&ions and failings^ in a juft lights 
you will rather he furprifed at your enjoy- 
ing fo many good things, than difcontented^ 
becaufe there are any which you want, • 

From a humble and contented temper 
will fpring a cheerful one. This, if not 
in itfelf a virtue, is at leaft the garb in 
which virtue fhould be always arrayed* 
Piety and goodnefs ought never to be marfc* 
ed with that dejedion which fometimes 
takes rife from fuperilition, but which is 
the proper portion only of guilt. At the 
fame time, the cheerfulnefs belonging to 
virtue is to be carefully diftinguifhed from 
that light and giddy temper which charac* 
terizes folly, and is fo often found among 
the diflipated and vicious part of mankind. 
Their gaiety is owing to a total want of 
reflexion ; and brings with it the ufual conrr 
fequences of an unthinking habit, fhame, 
remorfe, and heavinefs of heart, in the end. 
The cheerfulnefs of a well-regulated mind 
fprings from a good confcience and the fa* 
Your of Heaven, and is bounded by tem* 

perance 
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ptfancc and reafon. It makes a man 
happy in himfelf, and promotes the hap- 
pinefs of all around him. It is the clear 
and calm funfhine of a mind illumiftated by 
piety and virtue. It crowns all other good 
difpofitidhs, and comprehends the genera! 
cffeiSt which they ought to produce on the 
heart. 

Such, on the whole, is the temper, or 
habitual fr&me of mind, in a good man : 
Devout towards God ; towards men, peace- 
able, candid, afifedionate, and humane; 
within hipafclf, humble, contented, and 
cheerful. To the eftablifliment of this 
happy temper, all the dirediions which I 
before fuggefted for the due regulation of 
the thoughts, and for the government of 
the paflions, naturally conduce ; in this they 
ought to iffuej and when this temper is 
thoroughly formed within us, then may 
the heart be efteemed to have been kept 
with all diligence. That we may be thus 
enabled to keep it, for the fake both of 
prefent enjoyment, and of preparation for 
greater happinefs, let us earneftly pray to 
Heaven. A greater bleffing we cannot 

1 1 implore 
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SBRM. implore of the Almighty, than that he 
^^^* who made the human heart, and who 
knows its frailties, would affifl us to Tub- 
jed it to that difcipline which religion 
requires, which reafon approves, but 
which his grace alone can enable us to 
maintain. 
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SERMON IV. 

On the Unchangeableness of the 

DlVINE"Nj\TaRE. 



James, i. 17. 

Every gooa and every perfe£l gift is from 
abovey and cometh down from the Father 
of Lights y with whom is no variablenefs^ 
neither fbadow of turning. 

T^HE divine nature, in fome views, SERM, 

attradts our love; in others, com* ^^" 
mands our reverence ; in all, is entitled to 
the higheft attention from the human mind. 
We never elevate our thoughts, in a pro- 
per manaer, towards the Supreme Being, 
without returning to our own fphere Vith 
fentiments rtiore improved ; and if, at any 
time, his greatnefs opprefles our thoughts, 
his moral perfe6tion» always afford us re- 
lief. His almighty power, his infinite 

wifdom, 
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s £ R hd. wifdom, and fupreme goodnefs, are founds 
^J-^ familiar to our ears. In his immutability 
we are Ie(s accuftomed to confider him; 
and yet it is this perfedion which, perhaps, 
more than any other, diftingnifhes the di- 
vine nature from the human ; gives com* 
I^te enei^ to all its other attributes, and 
entitles it to the higheft adoration. For, 
hence are derived the regukir order of na- 
ture, and the ftedfaftnefs of the univerfe* 
Hence flows the unchanging tenour of thofe 
laws which, from age to age, regulate the 
condufi of mankind. Hence the unifor- 
mity of that government, and the certainty 
of thofe promifes, which are the ground of 
our truft and fecurity. Goodnefs could 
produce no more than feeble and wavering 
hopes, and power would command very 
imperfeft reverence, if we were left to 
fufpeft that the plans which goodnefs had 
fraiAed might alter, or that the power of 
carrymg them into execution might de* 
creafe. The contemplation of God, there- 
fore, as unchangeable in his nature and in 
all his perfedions, muft undoubtedly be 
fruitful both of inflrudtion and of confola^ 
tion to man« I fliall firft endeavour to 

illuftrate, 
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Ittuftnrte, in foine iSegree, the' nifture of the s E R i*. 
dJtIneimmutabifitf ; ami then makeappli- ^^" 
cation of ittooai" own'condua. 

* EriRT t gwd cmd every feffeSt gij}^ 
xometh ^down fnm the Fzaber of Lights. 
The title iwhidi in the text is gtren to the 
Deity, canie» an elegant allufion to the Sun, 
Ak^ fource (rf light, the moft imiverfal be- 
ne&dior of: nature, the moft regular and 
conftant of all the great bodies with which 
w« are acquaiottd in the .univerfe. Yet 
even with the, Sun there ai*e certain degrees 
<AvariMemfsb He ^parently rifes and 
fet8;./he^&em8 |e. approach. nearer to us in 
fummer, *ai|d W retire farther pff in winr* 
t^r; his influpiwe is varied by the feafohs, 
and 4iis luftre is aJSb£led by the clouds. 
Whereas with him who is the Fnthen of 
lights^ of whofe everljfting brightnefs the 
^ory of the Stm is but a ifaint image, 
theiJe is nojbadowofinrmtg^ not the moft 
diftant approach to chtogew ' In his being 
or eflence it is {ilain that alteration can 
never take {>boe# Bor as his exlftence is de- 
rived fron^* nk^^paior caufij^ nor dependent* 
on. any thi^j^ wtthout hUnfelf, his nature 

J)loull. G can 
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SERM* ean be influenced hj no power, tzti bt 
affeded by no accidexrt, can be impait^d 
by no time. From eveiiading tt> everlaft-» 
ing he continues the fame. Hence it it 
faidy that be wly bath immwtaUty ; thai t% 
he pofie&s it in a manner incommnniciMt 
to all otfaar beings. Eternity is ^kfcribed » 
the high and boly place in wbicb be dwriUtb i 
it is a habitation in which nonr bat die Fa^ 
fber tf Lights an enten The naine which 
he taketh to himfelf is, I dm^ Gtf odicr 
things, fome have been and others Ihall be; 
but this is lie, which is^ which was^ amd 
^hichiHoc&me. All time ill his ; itiamea* 
Tured out by hkn id limited portions to die 
various ordersof created beingSf but his own 
exiftence Itlb ^ualiy ^erjr point of dura« 
-tion ; thejirft and^ iaft^ 0»e beginning and 
iht endy the fame yejhrday^ toiday^ andforev^. 
As in his eDeBce, fo in his attrilnites and 
perfe<ftioQS, it isimpofiUiie there can be any 
change. To l«iperfe<St natures only it be- 
longs to improve and «o decay. Every al- 
teration wMch they undergo>in their, abiii- 
ties or diipofitkins^ikms ekbcr from ioter- 
* tuldefedj^froita^infiueatti^afttpel^ 
»ti&. Butas-aoihigliyer <umie 4uin*faniig 
\ - '• from 
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firom withofot any acceffion to the divine sir if. 
ftature, fo ^mt&ia ilfelf it conuios no prin* ,^l^ 
dple of decay* For the fame reafon thitt the 
feK«dflent Bemg was front the begmning 
powei^ and wife^ juft and good, he muft 
continue unalterably fo for erer. Hence, 
with much propriety) the divine peifedions 
are defcribed in icrqptttre. by ailufions to 
tbofe objedg to whidi we afcribe the moft 
permanent ftability. Bts rigbteoufnefi it 
Uke tbejirong mountmns. His mercy is im 
the becroens ; and bis faitbfulnefs reacbetb 
wao tbc chads. Thcie perfedions of the 
dhrine nature differ widely from the human 
lirtuee, which are their faint (hadovTt. The 
juftice of men is at one time ievere, at an<* 
other time relenting; their goodne&isfome- 
times confined to a partial fondnefs for a 
few, fometimes runs out into a blind in* 
dulgence towards all. But goodneis and 
jofticc are in the Supreme Being calm and 
fieady princif^ of action, which, enlight* 
ened by perfed wifdom, and never either 
Warped by partiality, ordiftiubed by palfion, 
perferere in one regular and conftant tenour. 
Among men, they may Ibmetimes I^eak 
forth with trairiient ^[^dour, like thofe 
G a wander^- 
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s E R Kfv vahderln^ iinearfir^bicbiU^mint^ ^ a ]in^ 
J^j^;,^ tliedarbn«fii:o£*hjB aigbb. iB«ttr»God^-tl|fty5 

^xan lilcenitQrfiothiog £crtaitich asj^.the 
untroubled,. c;c*dnxftL'Ju(^rc:Qf libe higbcft 
heavens. . .■■. \".:. 'P --:'' .'•- j ^ .r - • 
Frosi this falkwfi^ what i$ ahibfly iiMt«f 
rial for U6 lo attenditpV-^tfl ibjthe O0uc^ 
ii)!£ bis operations towardfr/m^liljjisd iahb 
cbunfels atid deoi^s, iahts lawa, ^ispi^r 
mifes;randv ia Jiis thiisateniiiga, there isva 
^ttariabkriefi thrJhddo'Of "of turning with the 
Almightyu^ : ^^wn M 'him jx(M tbi beg\u'^ 
nimg wcr€ alibis wohis» - "In jhe divine idea 
the whole fyfttm of tfature cxifted, long 
before tbefottidations of (heeftrth were laid; 
When-'he iaidv Lei tbere ^ lights he only 
resiHfed thfa /great plan^^i^i from everlaft* 
ing he had'fonnfed m bi$^wa mind. Fore^ 
feen by him was: every fevAlution Vi^hicb 
the courfe of ages was to produce. . What- 
ever the couni^ls.of m^n canefFe^ was' 
comprehended in his d^ree. No n^ew emeif 
gency can arife to iutprife hini. . No agijta? 
tions of anger ot of forrow^M^f fear .or. of 
hope, can (hake his mind or influence hie 
conduct He refts in the eternal poiTc^of^ 
14 . . . of 
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^^at Supteme ^ beatitude, Tifhidi' nekber ^brm. 
tiie virtues nor tke crimcB of meacan in the ^_^y; ^. 
leaft affed. From a motive of orerflowing 
goodaefs, he" reared up the univerfe, A« 
the eternal lover of rightieoufncfs, he rules itw 
The whole fyftem of hi« govei^nmenit l« 
fixed ; his laws are irrevocable ; and, what 
ha ofiiQie lovefth, ^he lovetb- to \ the wd. la 
fcripture,; indeed, he is fometimi^s faid to 
begrievcdy and to repent. But fuda cxpref* 
fions, it is ohvi<pu8, >are lemploy^d ,from acr 
commodation to commont conception ; . in 
th^ (une manner as wlien. bodily organs are, 
ia other pafiages, afcribed to God. The 
fcripture, as a rule of life addreffed to the 
}iiultitj»de, muA; p^ka ufe of the. language 
of men^ The divine nature, reprefented.ia 
its native fublimityy would have tranfcended 
all. human conception. When, upon the 
roforimation offmners^ God is faid to repenf^ 
of the evil which he had threatened agaiqft 
thrai ; this intimates no more tbam that he 
fuits his difpenfations to the alterations which 
take place in the characters of men* His. 
difpoiition towards good and evil continues 
the fame, but varies in its application as its 
objeds varyj juft as the Jaws themfdves, 
G 3 which 
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80 On the TJnehanf^ahlenefs of 

S E R M. which are capable of no change of affi^ion, 
bring lewards or punifhments at differeiit 
times to the fame perfon, according as his 
behaviour alters. Immutability is indeed fo 
elofelyconneded with the notion of fupreme 
perfection, that wherever any rational con- 
ceptions of a Deity have taken place, this 
attribut4{ has been afcribed to him. Reafon 
taught the wife and refle£dng in every age 
to believe, that as what is eternal cannot 
die, fo what is perfed can never vary, and 
that the great Governor of the untvcrfe 
could be no other than an unchangeable 
Being. 

From the contemplation of thii obvious^ 
but fundamental truth, let us proceed to 
the pradical improvement of k. Let us 
confider what effi^ die ferious confider- 
ation of it ought to produce on our mind 
and behaviour. 

It will be proper to begin this head of dif- 
courfe by removing an objedlion which the 
dodrine I have illuftrated may appear to 
form againit religious fervices, and in paiv 
ticular againft the duty of prayer. To what 
purpofci it may be urged, is horn^ ad^ 

dreifed 
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deitUk^^ ^ Biapg^whofe purpofe isuoal* SERM. 
tmJbkT' .€^4 i %^ whom our righteot^efs '^* 
tp^twdetift^^ ^ wbom by na arguments we 
eaia perf9a4et and t^ no fupplications we 
can nwjlify \- The gbjeition would haye 
vreigHit, )f our religious addre0eA were 
dtjefigp^ to it«rk 8f»y aUcration on God; 
either by givii^.iu9i information of wb^ 
{^ did not kniQ^» or by exciting aff^ipas 
wbich he dj^ nocpc^i^j or by inducing 
liim tQ change mejifo^ which he had pre- 
vioi^fly formed. But, t^ey are only qrud^ 
^ ^perfe&jaotf^)^ qf reli^Qn \^hich.can 
fiiggeft fuch ideas. The change whiph our 
devotions are intended to make^ is iq[>on our- 
felDfe«|v»o(4q)OR.the'Alioig^ty. Their chief 
efficacy ^is derived fro^.th^^ood difpofitions 
whi<^ they ra^kand^cberiih in the huin^ 
fiMlUro By pouring oiUnpiouaii^aientaaod 

^4f&»l>eCorftGod^ by. adding hia p^rfeo- 
tion, and confeffii^ our own imworUiinefs, 
l^^iexpr^^ng our dependanc^ on hia lud^ 
ouf^^tud^ for his paft favours, mii:iiib- 

jimffipa toJhis {Mri^ient will, our tru&in his 
future mercy^^inre cultivate Aich. afie^ons 

.^Asfuit our .place and llatipn in the univerfe^ 

and^e thereby prepared for becoming ob- 

liv G4 jeas 
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S E RM; jeds of the divine grace. Accordingly frc* 
quent aflurances are given us in Scripture 
that the prayers of llncere worfhippers, pre- 
ferred through the great Mediator^ (hall be 
produdive of the happi^ effeds. When 
they ajk^ tbeyjball receive ; When they Jeek^ 
tbeyjballjind; nvhen they hmck^ itjball be 
opened to them. Prayer is appointed to be 
the channel for conveying the divine grace 
to mankind, becaufe the mfdom of Heaven 
faw it to be one of the moft powerful m6an$ 
of improving the human heart. 

When religious homage is coniideMd lA 
this light, as a great Inftrument of fpiiitnai 
and moral improvement, all the objcdions 
which fcepticifm can form from the divine 
immutability, conclude with no more force 
again ft prayer, than againft every other 
mean of improvement which reafon has 
fuggefted to man. If prayer be fuperfluous, 
becaufe God is unchangeable, we itiight 
iipon (imilar grounds conclude, that it is 
needleft to labour the earth, to nourifh our 
bodies, or to cultivate oui; minds, becaufe 
the fertility of the ground, the continuance 
of our life, and the degree of our under- 
flanding, depend upon an immutable So- 
vereign, 
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"Wrelgn, and yrtre from all eternity fore- 
seen by him. Such abfurd concliifions rea- 
fon has ever repudiated. To every plain 
and found underftanding it has clearly die- 
tatpd, that to explore the unknown purpofes 
of Heaven belongs not to us ; but that He 
wha decrees the end, certainly requires the 
' means; and that, in the diligent employment 
of all the means which can advance either 
our temporal or fpiritual felicity, the chief 
^exertions of human wifdom and human 
.duty coufift. Afluming it then for an un- 
doubted principle, that religion is a reafon- 
able fervice, and that, though with the 
Father of' Lights there be no variablenefs^ 
the homage of his creatures is neverthelefs, 
for the wifeft reafons, required by him, I 
proceed to fhew what fentiments the con- 
templation of divine immutability fhould 
raifein our minds, and what duties it fhould 
chiefly enforce. 

L Let It excite us to admire and adore. 
Filled with profound reverence, let us look 
up to that Supreme Being who fits frotei 
cverlafting on the throne of the uriivcrfe ; 
moving all things, but remaining immove- 
able 
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*^v *** ^^ hirtfelf J dircding every t€¥olurion df 
the creatioD, but affeded hj no revolutions 
of events or of time* He beholds the heavens 
and the earth wax old as a garment^ amd 
decay like a vejlure. At their appointed pe^ 
liods he raifes up, or he diflblves worlds. 
But amidft all the convulfions of changltig 
and perifhing nature, his glory and feliehy 
remain unaltered. — ^The view of ^eataiKi 
ftupendous objeds in the natural worU 
ftrikes the mind with fdemn awe. What 
veneration, then, ought to be infptred hj 
the contemplation of an objed fo fublimc 
as the eternal and unchangeable Ruler of the 
univerfe ! Hie compofure and ftillttels Of 
thought introduced by fiich i«nftdkatiOQ, has 
a powerful tendency both to purify and lo 
elevate the heart, k effaces, for a time, 
thofe trivial ideas, and extinguiihes thofe 
low paffions, which arife from the circle of 
vdn and pafltng objeds around us. k opens 
the mind to alt the fentiments of devotion ; 
and accompanies devotion with 'that pro- 
found reverence, which guards it ftom evfery 
improper excels. When we confider the 
Supreme Being as employed in irorks of 
love ; when we think of his condeicenficm 

to 
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to Uie httman race in fending bis Son to s^e r if. 
4weU on the earth; encoviraged by favaurtt ^ '^* ' 
and wanned by gratitude, we are fometimes 
in dango: of prefuming too much on hi^ 
goodnefsi and of indulging a certain fond^ 
nefs^of afiedion, which is unfuitable to our 
humble and dependent ftate. It is neceC- 
iary that he fhould frequently appear to 
our minds in all that majefty with wHch 
the immutability of his tuture clothes him ; 
in order that reverence may be combined 
with love, and that a mixture of (acred awe 
may chaften the rapturous eflfulions of warm 
devotion* Servile fear, indeed, would cruOi 
the fpirit of ingenuous and afiedionate ho- 
mage* But that reverence which fpring^ 
from elevated conceptions of the divine na- 
ture, has a happy effed in checking the 
fbrwardnefs of ima^nation, reftraining our 
* a&dions within due bounds, and compo* 
fing our thoughts at the fame thne that it 
exalts them* 

When, from the adoration of the un« 
changeable perfedion of the Almighty, we 
return to the view of our own ftate, the firft 
fentiment which ought naturally to arife, is 
that of feif-abafement* We are too apt to 

be 
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s E RM. b* lifted up by any little diftinaions which 
^^* wepoflefs; and to fancy ourfelvc» great, 
only becaufe there are others whom wc cott- 
fider as lefs. But what is man, with all his 
advantages and boafled powers, before the 
eternal Father of Lights ? With God there 
is no variablenefs J with mah there is no 
(lability. Virtue and vice divide the em- 
pire of his mind ; at^d ^wifdom and folly 
alternately rule him. Hence he is change- 
able in his defigns, fickle in his friend£hips^ 
fluftuating in his whole chara£ker. His 
life is a feries of contradi^ons. He is one 
thing' to*day, and another to-morrow; 
fometimes obliged by experience to alter his 
purpofe/and often led to change it through 
levity. Variable and unequal himfelf, he 
is furrounded with fleeting objefts. He is 
placed as in the midft of a torrent, where all 
things are rolling by, and nothing keeps its * 
place.. He has hardly time to contemplate 
this fccne of viciflitude, before he too is 
fwept away. Thus cir^umftanced in him- 
felf, and in all the objedts with which. he is 
connected, let him be admonifhed to be 
humble and modeft. Let the contempla- 
tion of the unchanging glory of his Creator 

infpire 
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infpirS him with fentitncnfe of due jCubinlf- S£ RM* 
fion. ! Let it teacK.hinx to know his proper '^' 
place J and check that vanity ;whiQjiJs fo 
itadf to betray him into guilt. 

Let the fame meditation affcd him with 
a deep fenfe of what he owes to the goodr 
nefs of the Deity. His goodnefs never ap- 
pers in fo flriking a light, as when viewed 
in connexion with his greatnefs. The de- 
fcription which is given of him in the text, 
calls, in this view, for. our particular attten-r 
lion. It prefents to us the mpft amiably . 
union of condefcenfion with majefty, of the 
mbral with the natural perfedHiDns of God, 
which can poflibly be exhibited to the ima- ^ 
gination of man. From the Father of Lights^ 
^itb whom there is no variablenefs^ neither 
fhadow (f turnings : comet h down every good 
e^ndpcrfeU gift. . The mod irfdependent of 
all Beings is reprefented as the rnoft' bencr 
ficent.^ He' who is eternal and immutable^ 
e?ialted above all, and incapable of receiving 
returns from any, is the liberal and un- 
•^earield Giver of every thing that i? goodi 
*— ^L^t fuch* views of the divine nature n^t 
Ciily call forth gratitude and praife, bu| 
prompt tis toimitate what .we adore, h^t 
-^^i 9 them 
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them fhew us that benevolence is divine ; 
that to (loop from our fancied grandeur in 
order to affift and relieve one another, is fo 
far from being any degradation of chara£ler^ 
that it is our trueft honour, and our ueareft 
refemblance to the Father of Lights. 

IL Let the confideration of the divine 
immutability convince us, that the method 
of attaining the favour of Heaven is one 
and invariable. Were the almighty a ca* 
pricious and inconftant Being, like man^ 
we (hould be at a lofs what tenour of con- 
duct to hold. In order to conciliate his 
grace, we might think of applying fome* ^ 
times to one fuppofed principle of his incli-^ 
nation, fometimes to another ; and, bewil- 
dered amidft various attempts, would be 
pverwhelmed with difmay. The guilty 
would eflay to flatter him. The timidi 
fometimes by auftere mortifications, fome* 
times by co(lly gifts, fometimes by ^bfe* 
quious rites, would try to appeal bif»* 
Hence, in fitft, have anfen tU the corrup*- 
tions of rdigious worihtp among men; 
from their forming the divine cfaarader 
upon their own, and aicrihine to the Sove* 

% reign 
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ri^ of die Umverfe the mutability of hu- s £ RM. 
man paffions. God is repre&oted by the ,^\^ 
pfalmift David as faying to the wicked^ Thou 
tbQ9{ght(jft that Ivnu aUogctbcr fucb an ow^ 
m tbjfdf*. This continues to be the dc« 
fcription of all the fuperftitious and entbu-» 
iiaftic feds, whidi, fince the days of David, 
have fprung up in the world* 

It is our pecular happinefs, under the 
gofpcl, to have God revealed to us in his 
^genuine character; as without variabknefs 
orjbadow of turning. We know that at no 
time there is any change, either in his af-* 
fedioni^ or in the plan of his adminiftra* 
tion* One light always ihines upon us 
from above. One clear and dired path is 
always ^pointed out xo man* The Supreme 
Being b, and was, and ever will be, the 
. Avporter of order and virtue ; the righteous 
Jj^^ .ioving right touj^tfs. ITie external 
^9r^ls of religion may vary; but under all 
djiji^peQiations- which proceed i^om God, its 
fiabftaqfie ia the f^me. It tends continually 
y^^^ pointt the puri6cation of man's heart 
i^ftd life. This was the objed of the origi* 
t pal l«w of nature. This was the fcope of 

the 
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SB R M. the' Mofaie inftitution amidib all its facrificet 
and rights ; and this is tiMjueftionably the 
end of the gofpeK So invariably conftant is 
God to this purpofe, that the difperifation 
of mercy in Ghrift Jefua, which admits of 
the vicafrious atonem'eni ahd righteoufrie& 
of a Redeemer, makes no change in <HJf 
obligation to fulfil the dtities of a good Kfei 
The Redetemer himfelf has taught tw, that 
to the emd of time the moral law coatinu«f 
in its full force ; and thit //// heaven and 
tartb paji ceway^ one jot or tittle Jbdl in no^ 
wife fafs from it *. This is the only infti- 
ttitlotl known to men, whofe authority is 
unchanging and cohftant. Human law* 
rife and fall with the empires that gave them 
birth. Syftems of phifofophy vary with the 
progrefs of knowledge and light* Mariners, 
ftntiments, and opinions, alter with the 
coiirfe of time, flut throughout all a^e^,- 
and amidft alt revolutions, the rule <Jf' 
moral and religious condudl is the fame^ 
It {)art&kes of that immutability of the 
divine nature on \^hfech it is founded; 
Slich ia^ it was delivered to the firft wop- 
ihipi^ers 6f God, it continues to be, at this 

♦ Matth. V. I?. 
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9^ On the Unchange(tik»€fs of 

6ERM. fenfe of that fupremc excellence »whicb 
refults from unchanging goodnefe, faith- 
fulnefs, and truth, let us become afhamed 
.of that leyky ipvhich degrades tlie human 
jchvader. Let us ponder par patbs^ aik 
upon a ivell-regulated plan^^ and remain 
confiftent ^th ourfelves. Contemplating^ 
the glory of the Father of Lights, let us 
^m ^ being, transformed, in fome degree^ 
into the fame image^ J^om glory to glory.^ 
Jinally^ 

IV. Let the divine immritabiKty become 
the ground of confidence and trpft to good 
iBen, amidft all the revolutions of this ua^ 
Cfrtai^ world. This is one of the chief irnr 
provegients'tp he madp of the fubjed, an^ 
therefprer requires, full illuftration,. There 
;are thifee :Kghts in which we may view tbf 
l>eneit redounding to us from that attributf 
af <5od whicfh we nowxonfider. It aflure«- 
ustpf the cc«>ftancy of Nature ; of the regji*- 
hi^ adfflini ft ration' of Providence j of tl^^ 
tertafn axxomplifhmets^ of all ti^e divine 
jprptpifes* ;..-.. 1 

Firft^ It giv?s,tfls ground to depend on thf 
conftantaodr uniform cQui;re.pf Nature. Oaon 
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the unchangeabknefs of God refts the fta^ s E r m, 
bility of the univerfe. What we call the ^^ - ^w 
laws of Nature, are 00 other than the decrees 
of the Supreme Being. It is becaufe \ic H 
without variabkncfs or Jhadow of turning 
that thofe laws havje continued the fanjp 
lince the beginning of the world j that, the 
Sun fo conftantly obferves h^s time Qf rifing * 

and going down ; that t^e feafoi>6 annually 
return ; the tides periodically ebb and flows 
the earth yields its fruits at ftated intervals s 
^Qid the hiiam^n body ai^ mentaj pow^er^ 
jjdyance Jo maturity ^)y.a regjilar prpgrefft* 
In all thQfe motions ^n4 operations whicU 
are inceflkndy going on throughout npnuri;^ 
there is no %p nojr interruptipn ; no cliange 
Bor inncfvatioi^ ; hq defledion from their 
v^wx fbope. The fai^^e powerful and fteady 
liaod which gaTe- the firft impulfe to th^ 
powers of nature, reftrains them from ever 
.e^eeding their, pr^^ibed liae, Hen,<^e 
arif^athe chief con^fp«| of oqr prpCjnt life* 
.We find purj^lve^ in a regular and orderly 
oworld* We look forward to a known 
- fpcceiEon of . cveots. We are enabl^ ^ 
form plafls of adion. . From the caufe we 
jgalfulate the .cfl^CASl.; and from the paft, 
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s E R M. we reafon with confidence concerning the 
i^:_ future. 

- Accuftomed from our infancy to this con- 
ftancy m nature^ we are hardly, fenfible of 
'the/hleflmg. Familiarity has the fame ef- 
fed here as in many other enjoyments, to 
efface gratitude. But let us, for a moment, 
take 'an oppofitc view of things. Let us 
&ppofe, that we had any caufe to dread 
tapricioufnefs or change in the Power who 
rules the courfe bf Nature ; any ground to 
fufped that, but for one day, the Sun 
might not- rife, nor. the current of the wa- 
ters hold their ufual coarfe, nor the laws cf 
imdtion.and vegetatida proceed a$ we havi? 
'heen accuftomed^ to behpldthetfi, Whit 
'^ifinay would ihftantly fill all hearts ! 
What hrfrror would feem to-overfpread the 
•whole face pf Nature \ What part could we 
a^k, or thither could we run, In the midft 
<)fconvulfions, which ov^turned all tl^ 
meafureS; we had formed for happinefs, or 
for fafety ? The prefent abode of man 
would then become, as Job defcribes the 
region erf the grayc, a land ^f ddrknefs^ nt 
darknr/s itfelf and the Jhadow of death) 
without any order; and where the light is Of 
' darknefs^ 
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darknefs^^ With what joy ought we then to SERM. 
xccognife an unvarying and ftedfaft Ruleij ^^' 
under whofe dominion we have no fuch 
difafters to dread ; but can depend on the 
courfe of Nature continuing to proceed ^ 
it has ever gone on, until the period fi^all 
arrive of its final difTolution. 

But though the great laws of nature bo 
conftant like their Author, yet in the 
affair? of men there is much variety and 
change. All that regards our prefent pot 
feffions and enjoyments was, for wife rea-^ 
fons, left, in a great meafure, uncertain; 
and from this uncertainty arifes the diilrefs 
of human life. Senfible of the changes to 
which we lie open, we look round with 
anxious eyes, and eagerly grafp at every 
objeil which appears to promife us fecu- 
rity. But in vain is the whole circle of 
human things explored with this view.. 
There is nothing on eanh fo ftable as to 
affare us df undifturbed reft, nor fo power- 
ful as to afford us conftant proteAioii.. 
Time, death, and change, triumph over'all 
the labours of men. What we build up, 

• Job, X. 22. 
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I02 On the tlnchangtahlenefs of 

s E R M. they inceflantly dcftroy. The public con-*- 
ditioa of nations, and the private fortunes 
of individuals, are alike fubjed to revcrfc. 
Life never retstins long the fame form. Itt 
whole fcenery is continually fhifting round 
us.— 'Anaidft thofe endlcfs viciffitudes, 
what can give any firm confolation, any 
fatisfying reft to the heart, except the do- 
minion of a wife and righteous Sovereign, 
nvttb whom there is no variahlenefi nor Jba^ 
dow of turning f Though all things change, 
and we ourftlves be involved in the general 
mutability, yet as long as there is fixed and 
permanent goodnefs at the head of the uni- 
verfe, we are aflured that the great inter efts 
of all good men fliall be Ikfe. That river 
perpetually flows, tbejlteams ubereofmake 
glad the city of God. We know that the 
Supreme Being loved righteoufnefs from 
die beginning of days, and that he will 
continue to love it to the laft. Under hid 
government none of thofe revolutions hap- 
pen which have place among the kingdoms 
, of the earth ; whcr« princes die, and new 
fovereigns afcend the throne; new mini« 
fters and new counfels fucceed j the whole 
face of affairs is changed j and former plans 
14 faU 
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ferll into oblivion. But the throne of the Lord S E R M. 
is efiablt/hedfor ever ; and the thot^gbts of bit 
heart endure t^ all generations. We ferve 
the fame God whom oiir fathers worfliip- 
ped, and wbonv' our pofteritjr fhall adore* 
His unchanging dominion comprehends alt 
events and all ages ; eftabliflies a conneft- 
ing principle which holds together the paft, 
the prefenr, and the future; gives ftabilitjr 
to things which in th'cmfelvea are fludua- 
ting, and extrafts order from thofe which 
appear moft confufed. Well mKyjhe earth 
rejoice^ and the mtdtithde <fjfes be glad^ be-., 
caufe there teigneth over thee univerfe fuch 
an immutable Lord. 

Were you to unhinge thb great article 
of faith J were you either to fay with the 
fool^ diat there is no God^ or to fuppofe with 
the fuperfHtious^ that the God who rules 
IS variable and capricious ; you would, in-^ 
deed, lay the a^e to the root of the tree; and 
cut down with one blow, the hope and 
iecurity of mankind. For you wduld then 
leave nothing in the whole compafs^ of na-; 
ture, but a round of c4fual and tranfitory 
being ; no foundation of truft, no protec* 
H 4 tion 



Digitized by 



Google 



104 On the Uncbangeailemfs of 

s E R M. tioo to the righteous, no ftedfaft principjo 
to uphold and to regulate the iucceflion of 
exigence. Inftcad of that magmticeot iptcn 
tacle which the world now exhibits, whea 
behefd in connexion with the divine go* 
Temment; it would then only prefent to 
view a multitude of ihort^ived cr^tures^ 
fpringing out of the duft^ wandering «i 
the iace of the earth, without guide Or )pt*» 
tedor, ftruggiing for a few years; againft 
th^ torrent of uncertainty and change; 
and then fmking into titter obliviQQ, and 
vanifliing like vifions of the night« Mj^f-* 
terious obfcuritywquld involve the begin** 
ning of things} diforder would mark their 
progrefs; and th^ btackn^fs of dark«efs 
would -cover their fit^al refultt Whfercas, 
when Faith enables us to recover an uni-^ 
verfal Sovereign, whofe ^ower never fails, ' 
and whofe wifdom and gpodneft never 
change, the pf^fpedl clears up on every 
fide. A ray froiji the great fource of light 
feerfts to illuminate the whole' cf^a^n* 
<5ood men difcover a parent and a friencl* 
They attain a fortrefs in every danger; a 
refuge amidft 4II llofms ; a dwdfingflacp 

'''-''■' in 
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in ali gemrations. They are no Iboger 8ERM. 
iffraid of ivit tidings ^ Their heart isjimed^ ^^* 
irufiing in the Lord. 

Though thcfe reafoijingj, from^ the 
nnchaoging tcnour of divine gpvernmcat, 
Otnaot but afip^d much comfort to good 
iBep, their latisfadlon, however^ becomes 
-ftiH more complete, when they confider 
the exf^ick promifes which are given them 
m the word of God. The immutability of 
the divine purpofc aflures them moft per- 
fectly of thofe promifes being fulfilled in 
due times how adverfe foever circumftances 
: jnay at prefect appear to their aceomplifli'.- 
loebt. The Strength of Ifrofi is net a man 
that she Jbould lie ^ nor the /on of man that he 
Jbguld repents Hath he /aid it^ and Jbatt 
he noft do it? Math befpoken^ andJhaUbe 
^ nU make it good? Men have the command 
. only t)f the prcfcnt time. When that is 
^ fufT^red to pafs, changes njay bcfal, either 
/.ia their own ftate, w in the fituation of 
.things around them; which (hall defeat their 
. h^il intemions in our behalf, and render all 
^ . ^ir promifes fruideffi. . Hence, even let-* 
fing afidp f he danger of humaa incopftancy, 

tfic 
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S E R M. the confidence which we can repofc on anj 
^"* J eaffhljr^ ptotedtor is extremely imperfeflL 
Man, in his higheft glory, 4s- but ia reed 
floating on the ftream of time, and forced 
to follow eVery new direction of the cur- 
rent. But God is the rock of ages. ' AW 
time is equally in his hands* Intervening 
accidents cannot embarrafs him ; nor anjf 
unforefeen obftacle retard the perform ahc<S 
of his moft diftant promife. One day is wttb 
the Lord as a tboufand years ^ and 4 thou^ 
fand years are as one day* There is no vi* 
ciflitude in the human ftate in which good 
men cannot take fanduary with him as a 
fufe and abiding friend j the fafe condudot 
of their pilgrimage here, as well. as the eter- 
nal reft of their fouls hereafter. All their 
p^trtons may defcrt them, and all thdr- 
friends may die ; but the Lord fill Kves^ 
who is their rock >• and the niof high Gody 
who is their Redeemer. He hath promifed 
that he will not leave them when they are 
qid^ nor forfake them when their frengtb 
faileth; and that even when their hearts fiall 
faint ^and their fefdfail^ he will be the frengtb 
of their hearty and their Jwrtionjor even His 
Immutability is not only the ground of truft 
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in Mm during their own abode on earth, s £ R M. 
but gives them the fatisfaftion of looking 
forward to the fame wife and gOod admini- 
ftrarion as continued to the eind of time. 
When departing hetlce, and bidding adieu td 
life, with all its changeful fcenes, they can 
with comfort arid peace leave their family, 
their friends, and their deareft Concerns, in 
the hands of that God who reigneth for 
ever, and whofe countenance Jhall airways 
behold the upright with the fame compla- 
cency* My days are like ajhadow that de^^ 
cliftethj and 1 am tmthered like the grafs. 
But thoUy Lord^ Jbalt endure for ever; 
and thy remembrance to all generations. The 
children of thy fervants Jhall continue r and 
their feed Jhall be ejlablljhed before thee *. 

Such are the benefits which good men 
may derive from meditating on God as 
without varlablenefi or Jhadow of turning. 
It infpires them with fentiments of devout, 
humble, and grateful adoration. It points 
out to them the unvarying tenour of con- 
dufl: which they ought to hold; checks their 
ficklenefs and inconftancy ; and, amidft all 

* Pfalmcii* II, 12. 28. 

diftrefles 
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SBRM. diArelTes and fears, afibrds them comfort. 
^!j^^ The immutability of God is the fureft bafi^ 
on which their hopes can be built. It is 
indeed the pillar on which the whole uni- 
verfe reds.-— On fuch ferious and folemn 
meditations let our thoughts often dwell, in 
order to corred that folly and levity which 
are fo apt to take poflfeflion of the human 
heart. And if our minds be overawed, and 
even depreflcd, with fo high a view of the 
divine nature, let them be relieved by the 
refledion, that to this unchangeable God 
we are permitted to look up, through a gra- 
cious Mediator, who, though poflefTed of 
divine perfection, is not unconfidous o£ 
bumaa-diftrefs and frailtjr. 
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SERMON V. 

Oa the Compassion of Christ. 

£Prcachcd at the Celebration erf" the S|icraxnent of the 
Lord's Supper. J 



Hebrews, iv. xj. 



We have not an high prieft which cannot 6i 
touched with the feelings of oar infirmities ; 
hut was in all points tempted hke as ns)t 
are^ yet without Jin. ' 

XH^HEN we compare the counfela of SERM. 

Providence with the plans of men, 
we find a like difierence Qbtain, as in the 
works of nature compared with thofe of art 
!rhe wiM-ks of art may, at firft view, appear 
Jthe moft finiflied and beautiful ; but when 
the eye is aflifted'to pry into their contex* 
iture,;the niceft workmaoihip is difcerned to 

be 



Digitized by 



Google 



no On the dompaj^on ^f Cbrijl. 

SERMf. be rough and bicmiflicd. Whereas the works 
. ^l^_^ of nature gain by the moft accurate examl-* 
nation; and thofe which on a fuperficial 
furvey appear defedire or rmle, the more 
intimately they are infpeded, difcover the 
more e^^ conflrudioa and confummate 
beauty. In the fame manner^ the fyftems 
f>i worldly policy^ though at firft they fccnt 
plaufible and profound, foon betray in their 
progrefs the narrownefs of the human 
underftanding ; while Xhoic difpenfations 
of Providence, which appeared to furnifli 
objedions either againft the goodnefs or the 
wifdom of Heaven, have, Upon a more 
«aenliv.e ^iew of their confequences, fre^ 
xjuently afforded the moft ftriking proofe of 
both. ' 

God manifcjledin th^^c/b was U the y£'ws 
a fiumbling blocks and to the Greeks foolijb* 
' nefs^ ft contradided every prepoflefliah 
^hkh their confined ideas of rdiglon and 
pl^lo^^phy led them to entertain^ If a £upe^ 
fiour Being was to Lnterpofe for the riefto^ 
ration of -a degenerate world, they conclude 
that he would certainty appear in cd^ftid 
msgefty* But the tbottglos of God art net 
as the th^ugbtt {fmm^ The divine wifdom 
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faw' it to be fit that die Saviour of mankind S E R M. 
^ouM in W/ things be made Me unto tbofe 
whom he cjefeppie to fave. By living ai a man 
ubong mei}, he.diipenfied inAruftion in the 
moft vriafling raaaner. He added to in- 
-fttuftlon the:^aceand the force of his own 
f^scanfiple. . He accommodated that example 
' to the moft trying and diflJcuJt fitnations of 
liuman life; and^ by rfuffering a painful 
denthy be both jtanght men how to fuffer 
Jtnd die j and in that nature which had of- 
^ded, he ofiered fi folemn expiation to 
^C^od for humaa gniH. 
*.\Befide3 thefe ends^ fo worthy of God, 
-:wtiicH were acoompliflied by the incaraa- 
^tion.of Chrift, another, of high importance^ 
i^,r^^efted in the text. Human life. is tp 
^$a^ iTie»^ as weft as to othq^ ^ ftate of 
^igflriag ;aod dilbrefs*. . To iiipply them 
'wi^vjEksgjR^cpnfQlatioaai^ woouragenient 
.dwio^« UxHa a il^te^ w^s one grca^t purpofc 
€)if.«be undenakiQg of- Chrift. With this 
iwiew bexuffumedf th« joffice of their high 
fxieft^ or.raediatot! with God; atfd the en- 
^tCfuragemeht which this b&»^ afibrds them, 
-^MM b^ proportioned to theit affnted befief, 
fiiA of iia power, and next., of bis cqok- 
• ^' paffioiu 
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pafllon. His power Is fet 'forth in the vcria 
preceding the text, and the proper argu* 
mem is founded upon it. Seeing that «^ 
have a great high priejl who is pajfed into 
the heavens^ jf^/^^ '^^ ^^^ ^fGod^ let us hold 
faji our profcjfton. But though it be en- 
couraging to know that our high prieft 
is the Son of God^ and that he is pajfed 
into the heavens^ yet thefe fads alone arfttricfe 
fufficient to render him the full ohjeQ: of 
our confidence. For, as the apoftle after^ 
wards obfervcs, it belongs to the charadefr 
of a high prieft to be taken from among mek^ 
that be may have compajfion on the ignorant 
and them that are out of the wdy^feiitig thut 
he himfelf is compajfed with infirmity. la 
order then to iatisfy us of bur high prieft:'! 
pofTeffing alfo the qualifications of mercf 
and compafEon, we are told thal^h^ ft 
touched vtntb th^ feeling of our infrmiici'^aXd 
"was in all points tempted like as^ivedre. 
The force of this cdnfideratiori r'ptifp^A 
now to ilhiftrate. I ftiafl firft «Kp^in iSit 
fads which are ft'ated in tbe text,Tan(j!thrdi 
fliew^ Kow. froni thefe our Sanrknns j^^retm^ 
paffion is to be -inferred, and in cwh^iiite- 
ner it day bfe-accoinmbcEatdlHoilte'iconft^ 
... "ID Jation 
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On the Compajton of Cbrifi. 113 

latioQ and hope of good men amidft various s B R M. 
exigencies of life* 

The affertibn la the text of Chrift's be- 
ing touched with the feeling of our infirmities^ 
plainly implies that he h^d full experience 
both of the external diftreffcs, and of the 
internal forrows of human nature. Aflti- 
mmg a body fuch as ours, he fubjeflted him- 
felf to all the natural confequences of cor- 
poreal frailty. He did not choofe for him- 
felf an eafy and opulent condition, in order 
to glide through the world with the leaft 
pioleftation. He did not luit his miflion to 
Jth^ upper ranks of mankind chiefly, by 
affimilating his ftate to theirs; but, bom 
li> meannefs, and bred up to labour, he 
Jubmitted to the inconvenieiicies of that 
poor and toilfome life which falls to the 
ihare.of the mod numerous pirt of the hu« 
man race. WhateVer is fevcre in the dif- 
jTegard of relations or the ingratitude of 
friends, in the fcorn of the proud or the 
infults of the mean, in the virulence of re- 
proach pr the fhairpnefs of pain, was un- 
dergone by Chrlft. , Though his life was 
fhort, he familiarized himfelf in it wltli a 
* Vot. II. I wide 
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wide compafs of human woe ; and there is 
almofl no diftrefsful fituation to which we 
can be reduced, but what he has expe- 
rienced before ua. There is not the ieaft 
reafon to imagine that the eminence of his 
nature raifed him above the fenfations <£ 
trouble and grief. Had this been the cafe 
he would have been a fufferer in appear-* 
ance only, not in reality ; there would have 
been no merit in bis patience, or in the re« 
fignation which he exprefled. On the con-^ 
trary it appears, from many circumftances, 
that the fenfibility of his nature was tender 
and exquifite. He afie£i;ed none of that 
hard indifference in which fome ancient 
philofophcrs. vainly glorkd. He felt as a 
man and he fyn:^pathized with the feelings 
of others On different occafions we are 
informed that he w^s trouJbUd in/pirit^ that 
he groaned^ »n4 that i&^ impi^ The relation 
of his agony in the garden of Gethfemane 
exhibits a.ftriking pidure of the fenfatj^ona 
of innocent nature ppprefled with auj^wflsL*. 
It difcovers j^U the conflid; between tUe. 
drea4 of fuflSbring on the o w hand, and the 
fenfe of duty on the other ; . tfie maQ ftru|^ 
gling: for a. while >vkh human w^knef^ 
10 anl 
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and in the end recolleftcd in virtue ani SERM. 
riling ftiperiour to the objeds olF difmay 
which were then in his view. Father ! if 
it be pojjihk^ let this cup pafs from me. Ne^^ 
vertbelefsy not as I w///, but as thou wiUm 
^by fxiil be thne. Thus was our Saviour 
touched ^itb the feeling of ^ur infirmities. 
He was a man offorrofjos^ and acquainted 
ni>ith grief. 

It is added in the text, that he was in aS 
points tempted tike as we are. To be tempted 
is, in the language of Scripture, to un- 
dergo fuch trials of virtue as are accompa- 
nied with difficulty and conflift. Though 
our Lord was not liable to any temptations 
from depravity of nature, yet he Was per- 
petually expofed to fuch as arife from fitua- 
lions the moR adverfe to virtue. His whole 
Hfe was in this refped a courfe of tempta- 
tion i that is, a fevere trial of his conftancy 
by every difcouragement. He fuffered 
Repeated provocations both from friend) 
and foes. His endeavours to do good were 
requited with the mod obftinate and per- 
verfe oppofition. Sometimes by the folici- 
tations of ignorant muhitudes he was tempted 
to accept the proffers of worldly greatneii. 
1 2 Oftener, 
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ftERM, Oftener, by the inlidts of multitudes, more 
^' blind aod brutal^ he was tempted to defcrt 
an office which expofed him to fo much 
mifery. Togethw with the w.orld, the 
powers of ds^knefs atfo combined their 
f iforts againft him. ' We are informed that 
he was Icdint^ tbe^wilderne/s^ aadamidft 
the hor*rors of a wild and dreary folitude, 
was ttmpud of the deviL The gredt adver- 
fary of mankind feems^ to hate beea pcr^ 
«i}tted to exert umifual proofs of his power 
and malice, on purpofe that the trial of our 
Saviour's conftancy might be more com-^ 
plete, and his viAory over him more illuf* 
trious and diftinguiflicd. i 

From all thefe circumftances, the conclu^o 
fipn is obvious, that our Lord knows, frorfi 
perfonal experience, all the difcouragementl 
and temptations which virtue can fufFen 
Though he participated tiot of the Corrup- 
tioo, yet he felt the wcaknefs of humaA 
nature^ He fek the ftrength of-paffion. 
He is no ftrangcr to the diftorbance and 
commotiori which eidier the attacks of the 
World or the powers of darknefs, areabltf 
to raife within the breaft of man; Orte re- 
markable difference^ indeed, takes place bt&- 

twcea 
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twecn our temptations and tliofe of Chrift. SERM. 
Though he was tempted like as nte are^ yet 
ie nvas withoAt Jin. Though the confliA 
was the feme, the iffbe was different. We 
are often foiled ; He always overcame* But 
his dMcooformity to us in this refped, is far 
fixwtt wcajceniog the ftrength of our prefent 
argument* For fm contrads and hardens 
the heart. Every degree of guilt incurred 
by\ yielding to temptation, tends to debafe 
the mind| and to weaken the generous and 
benevolent principles of human nature. If 
from burXord*s being tempted like as we are^ 
we have any ground to expeil.his fympa- 
thy; from his being Xtmpitd^ yet without Jtn^ 
we are ^entitled to hope that his fympathy, 
Unallayed and perfed, will operate with 
jhore <:omplete energy. 

From this view of the fsi£ks which are 
ftated in the text, I proceed to fliew how 
jliftly we may infer ovlt Saviour's compaf- 
£00, and in what manner it is to be ac-* 
<fomfuodated to the confdation of good men 
mnldft various exigencies of life. 
' It has been theuniverfal opinion of tnaii« 
kiad| that perfopal experience of fuffering 

1 3 humani 
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liS O^tbt Coffi^J^oHtfCbrift. 

S £ R M. kumsniz^ the heart. la the £:hoQl of a£- 

fli(flion, compaiilon is always fuppofed to 

be moft thoroughly learned : and hence in 

the laws of Mofes, when the liraelittts ai« 

commanded mot to opprefs the ftranger, thb 

feafon is givtn^Jbryou knew the heart of a 

J^4ng^,/Hii^ $^ were Jlrangirs yourfdves 

in tbe land ^^gypi *• The diftreffisNi^ ac- 

^oj^V^J^ fiy ior 'Confolation to thofe ivho 

have been theip compaaions in woe. Theyr 

decjioe the profperous^ and look up to 

them with a fufpiciou& eye. They con-^ 

fider them as ignorant of their fedingt, aa4 

therefore regiM^dlefs of their conaplaints^ 

Amidft. the manifold forrows of life, theOf 

l|>ow foothing is the thought that oyr great 

Ipterce^Ebr with Qod was a fellow-fuffierej; 

with ourfelves, while he pafled throvghi 

this valley of tears. 

, But was it neceflary for Chrifl, it may^ 
be fai(^| to aflume our nature ia order to 
acqiiire ;the kaowledge of its infirmity andj 
diftreisJ. A« a divine perfop, was. he npt; 
perfeftly acquainted with our frame befor^t^ 
he defctndedtq, the earth I Dict^he ftand 
if^ need of being: prompted to com;|^aiIipQ 

1 by 
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by Ibe experience of our fbrrows ? Could 
his exprerimental knowledge of human weak- 
nefs increafc the benevolence of a nature 

which before was perfefl: ? ■ No : he fub- 

mitted to be touched wkb the feeling of out 
infirmities^ and to be temped like as we are ; 
not in order to become acquainted with our 
naiute^ but to fetisfy u« that he knew it per* 
feftly ; not in Order ta actjuire any new de* 
gree of goodncfs, but to give us the firmer 
confidence in the goodnefi which be pot 
Ceiled, and to convey the fcnfe of it to c^or 
fcearts with greater force and effeft. 

Diftruft is a wcakriefs peculiarly incident 
to the miferaWe. - They are apt to iejt€t 
fcope, to indulge feat, and to ttnge, with the 
dark colour of their own minds, every ob- 
jeS'\^ch is offered for their encourage- 
ment. The reprefentations given us of the? 
Deity m Scripture, aSbrd undoubtedly much 
^boridfor truft in hisgoodnefs. But the 
^feflion of an Aliifirighty Being, v^ho 
dwelfeth in the fecret place of eternity, 
4bkom no man bathfcen or can fee^ is over- 
V^belmittg to a timid apptehenfion. The 
gbftdnefs vi^hich it promifes is a new and 
unknown fornt of goodnefs. Whatever 
I 4 proceed* 
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120 OnthiCom^a^ntfCiir^^ ' 

S E R M, pTOCMds from a nature £q: JGmt . fupiewur t<> 
J^;^^ our owp, 18 beheld with a degreq of awi^ 
which is ready ta overpowcr.hope. UpOA 
this account, under the. Old Teftaaient dif* 
penfation, the Supreme Belog it o^^n de«< 
ibribed with the attributes of a mans^in orde^ 
to give a fhade and foftening to his grutr 
nefs^- and to accommodate his goodq^fs 
more to our capacity. The relentiogs of^4 
friend, the pity of a parent, and the fiighf 
of a mourner,*are afcribed to the Almighty^ 
But we eafily perceive fuch 9ttributi?s %q hf 
no more than figures and aUufiom. Thf 
comfort which they afibrd is not defii)|t9 
nor precife. They, leave the min^ undes 
an anxious uncertainty, left it err in :tfi| 
interpretation of thofe allegories, of mercy; 
In the perfon of Jefus Ghrift the objcft pf 
our truft is brought nearer to ourfehre* j 
and of courfe adapted more effedqally to 
pur encouragemehn Thofe well known 
tender aSedions, which are only figura<!> 
tively afcribed to the Divinity, are in oiMT 
great Mediator thoroughly realized, Hi« 
goodnefs is the goodnefs of human nature 
ei^alted and rendered perfe^f):^ It is that 
^ecie$ of goqdnef? with whi^h we are heft. 

ac^uainted| 
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Ob the Compa0ou ofCbri/t^ 121 

ftiqllaiAtedy cotnpaflioa to the uahappy ; 
and compaffioQ cultivated by that difciplme 
which we 1cim>w tp b^ the moft powerful^ 
the experience of farrows. 

forfuch reitibns as thefe, becavfe the ckUr 
drtn are partakers officjb and bloody CbKift 
ImiiJ^f likcwifi took part af the fame. In all 
things it bebqved him to be made like UfUfi bis 
kreibreni that he might be a mercifiil as weli 
id ^faitbfid^ high prieji. When we cQbi^er 
^ aflUQBptioQ of our nature in this Jlght^ 
llHiat a midland ami^k afpedl does it^x$ 
to the g^Temmeot of heaven { What atr 
ftntive ^icitude of .goodnefs is (hewn ii^ 
cah^ing on the difp^nfation of our re- 
dttmptioir upon a , plan i^ perfei^ly calcu-r 
h|ted'.to. bs^iih all diftr^ft, and to revive 
the mpftr timid aad.d«jeided heart ! How 
natarally does that Inference follow whict^ 
^e ^poftle* makes, in the verfe immediately 
(ucceedijig. the text; let us therefore come 
b^idi/i to^ tie tbronf of^grace^ that we may, 
obtain mercy and fad grace tQ help in time of 
ne^dl Mofe panicujkrly, inconfequence of 
the dodrtne whi^h I haTcilluftrated, we.^rc 
tjmgh(;to hope, , 

i That, 
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I li bntbe Companion efdhrifi. 

I. Tsat, under all our irvfiimities attd 
errors, regard will be had to human im- 
perfedion j that a merctfu! diftmaion will 
be made between Vvhat^ is weafe and whiat i^ 
wilftilly crimimJ in odr conduft ; and that 
ftich meaf»res of obedience only witi bedx*- 
sded^ as ai^e pfOp'ortioned to oUr circttm^ 
ftancet a»d powers. - What can more en-* 
courage our rdigious' fcrvicds, thartt* to bd 
affttred that the God whom v^e #6rft}j* 
inaws Gurfrtmc^ afid ttfnenthtfs wsdndt^i 
and that the Mediator, through ^ficHii vri 
worftrrp him, is touched with the fiktitf^' vf 
oUr infirmities^ The m6ft virtuous are tfri? 
inoft apt to be dejefted With tft^ fohffe' of 
th$lr frailty. While vain and' ftijpcrfidaf 
men ai|e eaffly flattered with fiiVyurable 
views of themf<glve6, and fond; Hopes of 
Avine acceptancei the ffighteft ap^elfen- 
lion of guih is rtady to alarm Ae HumBlef 
iiidMelkate mind \ juft as on coarfc bodie* 
an fmpf'effioti is not eafily made, while llrofe 
<tf finer contextnrfe are ffeort hurt; ahd a# 
tti in exqtrifite poRfi\ -theleall i|^k is vi-^ 
fibte, Jhrt though rfefigioh prbiwdte* grittt 
fenfibility to all feelings of a mof at hAitate^ 
^fetf Jtgivis no countenance to excefSveand 

fuper* 
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On tie Comf^on t^fCbrift^ %%% 

fupcrftitious fears. That h^imiUty wbich serM. 
checks prefumptioa, and that jeabufywbkh 
ififpires vigilance, are favourable to pi«ty ; 
while tboie fufpicIoQg which lead to defpond- 
cticy are injurious to God, hurtful ta ouiw 
ielvos, ^4 repugnant to that whole fyften 
cif mercy which 1 have beea illuftrating. 

You xooaplain, that when you engage ill 
the £Ql«mR exercifes of devotion^ 3rour i^ 
(its^ are d^reiied by a load of carat and 
foorrows ; that ia your thoughts there it no 
compofuce^ and in yppr afieQions no dM 
vation ; th^t after your utntioft eflaya, you 
are incapable of fixing your attention ftefr* 
dily on God, or of fending up your prayert 
to him with becoming wanntii and faineft 
of heartj^ This debility a;nd wandering of 
mind you are apt to impute to fomenncom« 
ipaon degree of guilt* Yon confider it as^ 
the fytnptf>m of ixicurabik hardne& of hearty 
and as ^. melancholy proof of your being. 
abandoQisd by Qod*-^Sttch fears as thefe in 
% great n^e^^Q refute themielvesA If yoa 
were really pbdivate, yo\i would be iiJfeji*. 
fibk of guilt*' Your complaints of hairdo 
nefs of b^t are an eyideiie^. of your heart 
l>eiog at that mopaent contixte and adually 
, V relent-a 
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124 ^« f^ Cmpajwn ofChrijI. 

RERWr. relenting.— Are there any circumftances dT 
.^^^.^ inward difcompofure and perplexity of 
/ which he is unconfcious, vrho at a critical pe^ 
riod of his life was heavy and fort Qma%ed'^\ 
who was obliged to complain that his foul 
was. troubled within bim^ and to acknow* 
ledge that though thejj^ritwas willingjyet 
ihc fiejb was weak ? To a fuperioj: nature, 
imtouohed with human fraiky, you might 
in fuah fituations look up with fome degree 
of tcrrour. But H?, who remembers the 
ftniggfes of his own foul, will noty furely, 
judge yours tike a hard and bnfeeling 
naften Acquainted with the inmoft re<^ 
ce&s of human nature, he perceives the fih« 
cerity of your intentions j be fees thti corn^ 
hat you maintain y he knows hew much of 
your prefent con^iic^ and diforder is to be 
imputed, notto70ur inclination and will^but 
U> an Infirm, an aged or difeafed body, c^ 
tp a weak and wonpded fpirit; add there- 
fore will be far from reje^^hig your attempts 
tot ferve him, /on^tcmnt of ^e infirmities 
which you lament.' He hears the voice of 
thofc fecret afpirations whi?h you are unable 
tdexprefs in words, or to fond into prayer. 

^ Msric, xir, 3J. — 

Every 
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On ihe Campaffim ofCbriJt. %%$ 

Every pemtential tear which your contrition s E r m, 
feeds^ pleads year caufc more powerfully 
with him, than all the arguments with which 
you could fill your moutlu 

IL From our Saviour^s experience of 
human mifery, we may juftly hope that he 
will fo compafiionately regard our diftreffed 
eftate, as to prevent us from being loaded 
with unneceflary troubles. He will not 
wantonly add affliaion to the afflided ; nor 
willingly crufh what he kts to be already 
broken. In the courfe of that high admi- 
niftration which he now exercifes, he may 
indeed judge certain intermixtures of ad- 
verfity to be proper for our improvement. 
Thefe are trials of virtue through which all, 
without exception, muft pafs. Rugged was 
the road by which our divihe Mediator him^ 
felf went before us to glory ; and by be- 
coming ouF companion in diftrefs, he mearCt 
to reconcile us to our lot. He ennobled 
adverfity, by Iharing it with us. He raifcd 
poverty from contempt, by alTumiing it for 
his own condition. The feverity of his 
trials tends to lighten ours. When the ge- 
neral of an army lies on the fame hard 
3 ground. 
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126 On the Colf^q^n of Cbrijf. 

8£ RM. ground, drinks of the fame cold ftream, caN 
^' rics the fame weight of armour with the 
loweft lentinel, can any of his foldiers re** 
pine at what they endure ? 

Whatever afBidicns our Lotd may judge 
to be neceflary for us, of this ^c may reft 
aflured, th?t he will deal them forth, not 
with harfli and imperious authority, but 
with the tendemefe of one who knows from 
experience how deeply the human heart is 
wounded by every ftroke of adverfity. He 
will not lay more upon us than he fees we 
are able to bear. Though be caufe griefs yet 
will he have compajjlon according to the muU 
titude of his tender mercies. He witljlay his 
rough wind in the day of the eajl wind'^ : 
For it is his ftate, but not his nature, which 
is now changed. Notwithftanding his high 
exaltation, he ftill retains the compaffionatc 
femiments of the man cffortows. Stilt, we 
are affutied by an infpired writer, he is not 
a/bamed to call us^Srethrenf. And with tlrt 
keatt <2>f a brother he regards thofe few and 
troubled days, fuch as his owA once were, 
which good ttieti are doomed to pafe in this 
evil worlds 

^ Ifaiib, xxvii. 8. t HA* it «r. 
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On tie Compaj^ (fCbrjfi^ t%y 

From his compaffioo, indeed, we arc not SEHML 
to expe^l that fond indulgence or unicaibn* ^^^ 
«ble relief by which the weak pitj of men 
frequently injures its obje&s. It is to the 
material interefts, more than to the prefent 
cafe) of good men^ that he attends. When, 
under the impatience of forrow we exclainj^ 
Jiatb be forgot tcrt to be gracious f bath be 
im flftgefjbut up bis. tender mercies ? wc re^ 
coUeA not in whofe hands we are* Ht$ 
compailjon is not dioiinifhed when its ope* 
rations are mod concealed. It contiouef 
equally to flow, though the channels by 
which it is condu£ked towards u^ lie too 
deep fcM: our obfervation. Apidft our pre^ 
fcnt ignorance of what is good or ill for us 
in this life, it is fufficient for us to know^ 
that the immediate adminiftration of uni* 
verfal government is placed in the hands of 
the mod attentive and compafHonate friend 
<rf mankind. How greatly does this confi- 
if^eration alleviate the burden of human 
woe! How happily does it coqne<5 
with the awful dilpenfations of religioij 
the mildeft ideas of tendernefs and hu^ 
snanity ! 

• * III. The 
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I aS On the CQmpaJton afCbriJf. 

SE^ M. in. Thb text leads us to hope, that 
amidil all the infirmities of our ftate, bodi 
under the temptations and under the diC* 
trefles of life, our Bleflfed Lord will afford 
us a proper meafure of afliftance and fup-*'. 
port. In that be batbfuffered being tempted^ 
be is able to fuccour tbem wbo either fuff<^ 
or are tempted'^ ; that is, he is perfeSly qua- 
lified for difcharging this beneficent of* 
fice ; he knows exadly where the wound 
bleeds^ where the burden preffes, what re- 
lief will proVe moft feafonable, and how it 
can be moft fuccefsfully applied. The man* 
ner in which it is conveyed by him to the 
heart we may be at a lofs to explain ; but 
no argument can be thence drawn againft 
the credibility of the fad. The operations 
which the power of God carries on in the 
natural world, are no lefs myfterious than 
thofe which we are taught to believe that 
his fpirit performs in the moral world. If 
we can give no account of what is everyday^ 
before our eyes, how a feed becomes a tree,* 
or |iow the child rifes into a man, is it any 
wonder that we fhould be unable to ex- 
plain how virtue is fupported, and conftancy 

* •Hcb.ii. 8. 

ftrength-* 
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Jfeei!gfti5*ed^7^®o^^ ^itWifr*ftie hdartf* ^ If S E R M. 

feflueAtief fht^nofittfls of ^m€ aaoth*, rmift 
kiJtliiVuife fiig^efttotV'iifid cowifel prbducrf 
r.fartifeti* gteater effeG ? Surely, the Fathef 
irf^BpiirlttTOufr, ^y^a tboufand' way«, HiVltf 
i»M$* ttrd* fpirks^hich he hVs made', fb sMf 
Wgl^'tbim* what dct^trmnation, or impart? 
» ^herft:' whAt> affift&nce he thittks 'propter,^ 
4f*rtWtttiinjui1«ig their frame, or diftiJrbkig' 
theii'^-ati'Dfiai powers--^: \' \ . i mi 

' ' Aecbrdifigly^ 'i^frhfenever ' any nbtiori^ W 
rtl?gi"oi¥^Kave^trffccW place among marfltiiiif;' 
this IWlfef *ha^ ki^^rtte m^afure^ prrfvitHed,'* 
that, tO'fift^irtttouii iSider diftrefs, aW-wfts- 
c'6mto«nic«dl* fi^m^'abov^. This- feht?- 
tftent fo lb -ebugriiofik to our natural im- 
jiseflicw^^of the ditin© benljgnity^ that both 
antoog poets and f)Kitefoidieri of ancient 
times "it tvas a 'flnroiirite^ idea, and oftert 
dbcuri in^their xvritiiTgs. But what ■atnoHg' 
Hfem wasx^ m6re4iian loofeconjei^are or" 
feeble hi3pe,bais redeived full confirmsrtioti 
from the gofpel of €Hrift. Not only ^s thfr 
jirotnift ofUrnneaffiftance exprefdy given' 
t!b:Ch^ftiani5/but their faith rn that pfrimife 

Vol IL K * • • is 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 Oh the OmpaJ^ afCbr^ 

SERM^ tt ftrengtheiied by* aB afgumcttt wkiisk nrall 
carry eonridion to eyerj heart. If €btM 
had full experience of the iofoffieieficy of 
human nature to overcome the difficultiM' 
wherewith it is now iiirrounikd^ wtU he 
withhold from his followers that graco 
widiout which he fees they muft perHhr \m 
the eril day ? If in the feofoa of his tempb* 
atioQ and dtflreis^ an angel was fent Irom 
heaven tajhtngthcn btm ^, fliall no celeftial 
meflenger be employed by him on the like 
kind errand to thofe whom he ftyles his 
brethren ? Can we4>elieve that he who once 
hofc wr gfiefs (Hfd carried wrforrQWs will 
from that height of glory ta which he iai 
Opw exalt^ed^^ look down upon us here coivr 
tiendiog with the (lorm of adverfity^ labour^ 
ing to follow his fieps through, the fteep 
and di£l^i|lt. paths of virtue^ expoled oo, 
every fide to arrows aimed againft us b|; 
the pqwerp of darkneft ; and that, feeing 
our didrefs and hearing our fapf^ications^ 
he will remain an unconcerned fpedator|^ 
without vouchfafing us either afliibmce to 
fupport our frailty, or prote^ion to fcreen 
us anudft furrounding dangers ? Where 
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vmrt. tfieft the beneroleiice of a divine SBRM. 
Nfttwre? Where^ the compaffion of that ^* 
Mediator #ho wat trained to mercy in the 
fi^ool of fotrOi^? Far from us he fuck 
ttograteful fofpicibi^t of the generous fiiend 
6f human kind !*^Let us exert ourfelves as 
Km din, and we (hall be aflifted. Let us pray, 
ttd we fhall be heard \ fof there is one to 
prefent our prayer, whom tbt Father btaretb 
always. Thefe, wilt he fay^ are my fol- 
lowers on earth, pafling through that thorny 
path of temptation and forrow whieh I once 
trode. Nonjif / am no more in the ^orld: 
hut tbtfe are in the world. Holy father! 
fhine they were^ and thou gave/l them me. 
Keep them through thine own name. Sane* 
tify them through thy truth. Keep them from 
tb^ evil one; that they may he where I am^ 
Md tkay heboid the glory which thou baft 
^fh^rime'^. 

? Such !s the comfort which arifes to us 
ftoiii'ourSavioui^s participation of the in- 
firmlUes of human nature ; and thus it 
may Be applie<i to various fituations of 
iankiety anil difhrefs* 

.:../ K2 Whin 
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SE^RM. When we review whsit has been imia^ 
it is neceilary that, in the firft place^'l 
guard ypu againft a certain mifimpit>¥f>-' 
ment whic|i may be aiade of (his dodixin^* 
The amiable view which it gives of oa« 
Lord's dem,eac7 may flatter foisje mot 
with unwarrantable hopes, and lead, them 
to imagine, that in his experience of human 
weaknefs an apology is to be found for 
every crime. Peribns of this character 
rapft be taught, that his companion difiers 
widely frop^ that undiftiiiguiihing and <:a« 
pricious indijlgence which^ is fometimes 
found among men. It is the compaffioa 
of an impartial mind, enlightened by wif- 
dom, and guided by juftice, extending to 
the fraUties of the fmcere, but not to the 
fins, of the prefumptuous, and leaft of all to 
the crimes of thofe who encourage them- 
felves in ievil fromthe hope that they fliall 
meet with compaffion. 

A courfe of deliberate guilt admits of no 
apology from the weaknefs of human na^^ 
tuire. For, nottvithftanding all the infirmi-* 
tits incident to it, po man is under a* 
neceffity of being wicked. So far is oiir 
Saviour's experience of our nature from ' 
; . . 12 _ afford- 
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On the ComfafflM' of Chri/I. i j3 

a^rdkig any grodnd of hope to prefump- S E R M. 
faoiw offenders, that it sought to fill them »,^ 1^_, 
with terroan Fdr it fliewe them how tho- 
ron^ly qualified he is to difcriminate 
a€ciirately the charaderii of mei>,' and to^ 
mark the boundaries brtween> frailty and 
pcrverfenefs. He who from his own- feel* 
iilgtf well knows all- the workings, of th^ 
htomab heart, clearly difeems how dfflferent* 
their temper is from what was cfnce his 
own. He perceives that vice, not virtue, is 
their choice jcind that, inllcad of refifting 
temptation, they refift confcience. He fee* 
that infirmity affords them no excuCe ; and 
that the real caufe of their ading a criminal 
part, is not becaufe they cannot da better, 
but, in: truth, becaufe they will not Ha- 
ving forfeited every title to compaffion, they 
atekft in the hands of Juftice; and according 
iw tbej have /own ^ they muft expedt to reap. 

But, in the next place, to fuch as are 
fincere ^nd upright, the dodrine which I 
have illuftrated affords high encouragement,' 
and powerfully recommends the Chriftian 
rdigion. It places that religion in its pro- 
K3 per 
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S ]L R M. per point of view^ us a mediciaal pUi!, in« 
* tended both for the recorery of mtokiml 

£rom guilty and (oat their confdbdon uncter 
trouble. The Unv was given by Mofefi i^ 

grace and truA cmh fy Jrfm Cbrffi. TTie 
Law was a difpenfatioa of mens ajutbi^rity. 

.TheGofpel is % difpen^tioa, notof aiitb^ 
rity only, but of reUef* U it difcovecg q^iw 
4)utiea and.impofiss Of w obJigi^tiOMy it ppe^a 
^ foHTcaft of comfort, which were b^^c 
ynknown %Q l\» WflrW*. . .• v. 

A Mediator between Qod widjhia crea- 
tures Was an objed after which^joun in a^l 
nations, and under all forms; of rel^ion^ 
had long and anxioufly fought. The foUies 

' of fuperftition have fenredtadifclofe to us^ 
in tl^s tnfiance, the fentiQaents of ni^uxe. 

. The whob religion of Paganifm waa a iyf« 
tem of mediation and interoeffiom Do- 
preflS:d by a confcion^ ienfia of guilt, nature 
flirunk at the thought of adventuring on a 
dtre^ approach ta the Sovereign of the uoi- 
verfe ; and laboured to find out fome aufpi- 
cious introduiSor to that awful prcfence. 
With blind and trembling eageraeft the 
nations fl^tefiibordinate deities, to tute^ 
. .1 lar 
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tofiDck, iiml ta departed fptrtts, u thrir tBRM. 
jMtfOfis and ftdipocaces above. Tliem they ^yj ^J-^ 
-ftttdted toibotlie wkh fach coftly gifts, fuch 
liMopous rites, or iuch Irambte fiipplica«* 
dtas, as they thought ii^ght incitne thetii 
t6 favdur their catife, and to fupport their 
intereft with the Sapreme Divinity. While 
ttiatikind «rere bewildered in this dafknefs, 
tttc GWpd not only revealed the true Mfe* 
^tor, who in thi* view may be juftly 
caHed the dtfirt (fall nations j but placed hia 
eharader and office in a light moft adrni-* 
fably fitted, as has been fliewn in this Dif^ 
tourfe, to itippbrt the intereft of virtue in 
the world ; and to encourage the humble, 
without fisdtering the prefumptnoui. What 
fhn of religion cou}^ be more (uited to the 
tircumftances of man, or tnore worthy 
of the goodneft of his Creator? What 
more animating to the piottt worihipper 
in performing thofe folemn ads of devo* 
lion to which we are called by the fervice , 
of this day? 

I CANKOT conclude without taking 

.notice how remarkaUy this difpenfation of 

K 4 religion 
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136 Qif a^cCompafo§t of Cb^. 

SB^:lf. f^IoQ i$^:alcu^ed to promote a.f^ 
> ^y; ^ Jiumanity and ^ompafficMi ai^^pQg mee^^b^ 
ihofe very- ofif 1^8 ^hicb. it employs Ujt i%» 
fpiring .deTOjtU«i tpwards G94, We.^M?^ 
pow drawing. :nig^ /p the S^pf^me ^iog, 
^rpugh ar-M^diatoj;, /^.^^^$J^iC09^P^<^ 
yre pray on account of tl^c e^pNei^njce ^}\^ 
he has had .of our frailty. W^j^ruft^* tj^ 
having bccA acquainted withj diftref^, ^ 
wHl not dej^ife mr abhor ^b^^ nffli&ion of tifc 
(^iiiedy . The^^fguga^nt^by w(bivKw^.plfi?4 
for his cqmpaffion, conoludea fiill mor^ 
ftrpp^y for mutujal charity, and fyrnpathy 
with one another. He. \yho .ifj ^the inidfl: 
of the common fufFerings of jifey feels n,of 
lipLrthe diftreJ9rqd i h# who r.^lenfs not at.his 
x^ighbour « ^riefs^ ,nor fc^s his ifailings 
with the eye of .-a^ brodier, muft be fenfiWe 
th$it he excludes himfelf from the commL- 
feration, of Chrift.. He makers void the 
argument by which he pleads for his mercy; 
xiay^he eftabli|hes a precedent againfl him^ 
felf. Thus the Chriftian religion approves 
itfelf as worthy of God, by conncding 
devotion in ftri£t, union with charity. As 
in its precepts tjie love of God .and the-Iov^ 
• ' '' ' of 
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On the Cofj^ffion^of Cbri/i. 137 

of man are joined, fo in its inftitutions the s E R M. 
exercife of both is called forth ; and to 
woHhip God through the mediation of a 
compaflionate High Prieft, neceflarily fup- 
pofes in the worfhippers a fpirit of com* 
pai&on towards Uieir own brethren,' 
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SERMON VI. 
/ 
OntbcLoYicfPitAiSE^ 



JoHK, xiL 43. 

JFVr they lovtd the praife of men more than 
tbepraife of God. 

nn H E ftate of man on earth is rnani* 
fcftly dcfigned for the trial of his 
Tirtue. Temptations every-where occur j 
and perpetual vigilance a|id attention are 
required There is no paflion, or principle 
of adion in his nature, which may not, if 
left to itfelf, betray him into fome criminal 
€xcefs. Corruption gains entrance not only 
by thofe paffions which are apparently of 
dangerous tendency, fuch as covetoufnefs, 
and love of pleafure ; but by means of thofe 
alfo which are feemingly the moft fair and 
innocent, fiich as the defire of efteem and 

praife. 
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Om ibt Law ^Praiji. Y39 

^pmk. Of thb the text faggefts a remark* SERM. 
able iiiftaQce. When our Lord appeared x_^l* tyj 
in the land of Judca, the purity of his doe- 
ttine, and the evidence of his miracfes^ 
procured him a confiderable number of fol- 
lowers, chiefly among the lower clafTes of 
men« But the Pharifees^ who were die 
(teding and faihionable fed, galled wkh 
the. freedom of his reproo£^ decried him at 
an impoftor. Hence it came to pafs, that 
though y^or ofdft ruUrs Miewdin bm^ yet 
ktcaufc fftbe FiarifreSy tbey did not confefi 
kinu Rulers, peribns who, by their rank and 
•ducation, ought to have Seen fuperiour to 
any popular prejudice^ were io hx ovwawed 
Vy the opinions of others, n to ftifle thdr 
convi&iQn, . to diflemblei theh: iaith, and to 
join with the prevailing party in^ondemn* 
.iog one whom in their hearts they revered : 
* for which this leafon iS) given, that tbiy 
Iimd the prtdft 6f mm M^rt 4b an the praije 
^fGod. Since, then, the love of praife can 
miilead men into fuch culpable and diiho* 
»eft condu^ let »w,^ wkih fome at^ention^ 
cxamtne the nature Qfthi6.paffion« ; Let us 
oonfider how far it' isian allowable principle 
of a^ooj when it begins (0 be criminal; 

a and 
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^4^ Ohjbi Love of Praijfk^ 

s E R,M. and upon what accounts we ought to guastl^ 



VL 



againil its acquiring the entire afcendant^^ ' 

We are intended by Providenceto beacon- 
. neded with one another in fodcty. Singi^ 
unaflifled individuals could. make fnviU dAi^ 
vances towards apy valuable improvement*' 
By means of ipciety our wants are fupplied^ 
and our lives rendered comfortable} our 
capacities are .enlarged^, and oiu: virtuous 
affiedions called forth into -proper exercife*: 
In order to confirm our mutnal connexionj^ 
k was neceflary that fomeattrading power^ 
which had the eSed of drawing men toge^ 
iSier^and ftrengthening the fpcial ties, ihould 
pervade the human fyftem. Nothing could 
more happily fulfil this purpofe, than out' 
being fo formed a$ to defire the efteem, and 
to delight in the good opinion^ of each other^^ 
Had fiich a propenfity been wanting,. and 
felfifh principles left to occupy its place^ 
fociety muft have proved an unharmctuiouA 
and difcordant flate. Inftead of mutual at** 
tradion, a repulfivc power would have prcn 
vailed. Among men who had no r^ard 
to the approbation of one another, all inteiy 
CQurfe would have been jarring and offen-r 

fivCf 
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On the Love ofPratfe. 141 

five. For the wifeft ends, therefore, the 8ERM, 

• • - VI 

defire of praife was made an original and ^ 

powerful principle in the human brcaft. 

To a variety of good purpofes it is fub- 
fervient, and on many occafions co-operates 
with the principle of virtue. It awakens 
us from floth, invigorates a^ivity, and fti- 
mulates our efforts to excel. It has given' 
rife to moft of the fplendid, and to many of ' 
the ufeful enterprifes of men. It has ani-* 
mated the patriot and fired the hero. Mag- 
nanimity, generofity, and fortitude are what 
all mankind admire. Hence fuch as were 
aduated by the defire of exterifive fame, 
have been prompted to deeds which either 
participated of the fpirit, or, at leaft, car- 
ried the appearance of diftinguifhed virtue.! 
The defire of praife is generally connefted^ 
with' all the 'fitter fenfibilities of hiiman na- 
ture.* ^ It affords a ground on which exhor- 
tatk)if, coiinfel, and reproof can woirk a pro- 
per cffefit. 'Whereas to be entirely deftitutc 
of this paflion,' .betokens an ignoble mind^» 
oo' which ' no moral impreflion is eafily 
made.^' Where there is ho defire of jpraile, 
there wilF^be alfo no fenfe of reproach ; 
a»4 if that be extihguilhed, one of the ^^ 
** ' * principal 



Digitized by 



Google A 



t4t Of^ tbe Ldvc ^Praifi. 

SBRM. principal guards erf" virtue is remortd^ vA 
^'* the pttfa opened to many opprobrioui 
purfuitf. He nvhofe countenance nerer 
glowed with fhame, and whofe heart never 
beat at the found of praife^ is not defUned 
for any honourable diftinClion; is likely 
%f> grovel in the fordid quell of gain^ or to 
dumber life away in the indolence of ^felfiifa 
pleafures. 

Abftrading from the fentiments whidi 
are conneded with the love of praife as 
a princijpte c^ adion^ the efteem of our iA* 
low creatures is an obje£k whicb> on ac« 
count of the advantages it brings, may be 
lawfully purfued» It is necefTary to our 
fuccefs in every fair ^md honeft underta^ 
Idng. Not only our private intereft, but our 
publie ufefulnds, depends in a great raeafure 
tiponit. The fph^re of our influcsice t> 
cbntirlded or eiilargiedin propoition to the 
degjTte in which we enjoy the good (^unioit 
df the pubfic Men Men with an unwiU 
ifng eat to one^ whom they do act faoM«r | 
while a refpeded charader adds weight to 
example, and authority to c^uufeL T# 
delire the efteem of odiiilu for the fithse ef 
its eflfeds^ia not only iflQwabk|biit«nmaii|r 

ca&a 
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(h the Ifim ofPrai/i» 143 

ctict.is our duty'; and to be totally iadi& &£ RM. 
fcrent to prsufe or cenfure, is fo ^ from ^^ 
being a virtue^ that it is a real defe& in 
eharadtec 

But while the love of praife is admitted 
to* be a natural^ and^ in fo macry refpe^ 
ao uftful principle of adion^ we are to 
#b£enrey that it is entided to no mote than 
our fccondary regard. It has its^bbun- 
dary lEbt; by tranfgrefitng whidi^ it is at 
once transformed from an innocatt into a 
soft dangerous palfion«» More licred and 
venerable principles cl;um the chief direc* 
tion of human condudL All the good ti^ 
feds which we have afcribed to the defire 
of ptaifci are produced by it when remain* 
ifig in a fubordinate ftation* But when 
pafiing. Its natural line, it becomes the 
ruling fpring of cqndud j when the regard 
which, we pay to the opinions of men^ in* 
cjraaches on that reverence which we ow$ 
IjOtthe volse of opxi&i^oce and the fenfe c€' 
duty; tlie love of poiife having then gone 
<rtit of hs proper xplacfs^ inftead of impro- 
vii^t corrupts ; aod in(lead of elevating^ de* 
bafet our nature. . The proport^ which this 
: :i. palfion 
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1^ On the -Love tf^Fraife^ 

p^ffion holds to other principles of adion if 
what renders it either innocent or criminal* 
The crime with which the Jewifli rulers are 
charged in the text, was not that they loved 
the praife of men ; but that they loved it 
more than the praife of God* 
I Even in cafes where there is no diredb 
competition between our duty and our 
fancied honour, between the praife of men- 
and the praife of God, the paflion for ap-- 
plaufe may become criminal by occupying^ 
the place of a better principlef. When vaia«i' 
glory ufurps the throne of virtue ; when 
oftentation produces anions which con- 
fcience ought to have didated ; fuch actions, 
however fpecious, have no claim to moral . 
or religious praife. We know that good* 
deeds, done merely to he feen of men^ lofe 
their reward with God. If, on occafion o£^ 
ibme trying conjundure, which makes us. 
hefitate concerning oiir line of condud, the'', 
firft queftion which occurs to us, be not» 
whether an a£tion is right in itfelf, and fuch J 
as a good man ought. to perform, but whe-> 
thcr.it is fuch as will find acceptance wrth> 
the world, and be favourable; to our fame,' 
the conclufion is tQo ^ideht, that thedefire* 
. • of 
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(^n ibe Lwi of Pra'^. I4J 

bF ipplaufe has obtained ati undue afcendant s B R Mw 
\VTiat a wife and good man ought to iludfi * 

is to preferve his mind free from any fucU 
folicitude concerning praife^ as may be 10 
hazard of overcoming his fenfe of duty^ 
The approbation of men he may wifh t0 
obtain as fat as is confiftent with the ap*- 
probation of God. But when both cannot 
be enjoyed together, there ought to be no 
fufpence. He is to retire contented with 
the teftimony of a good confcience ; and to 
ihew, by the firmnefs of his bfehaviour, that 
in the caufe of truth and virtue he is fupe- 
liour to all opinion. — Let us now proceed 
to confider the arguments which ihould fup*- 
port fuch a fpirit, and guard us againfl the 
Improper influence of praife or cenfure in 
the courfe of our duty. 

In the firft place, the praife of men is 
not an objed of fuch value in itfelf at 
io be entitled to become the leading prin- 
ciple of condufl:. We degrade our charac- 
ter when we allow it mor^ than fubordinafle 
regard* Like other wQrldly goods, it is apt 
to dazzle us with a falfe luftre ; but ]£ 
we would afcertain its true worth, let us 

Vol. II. L reflea 
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* 146 Off the Love ofPraif^. 

S E R M, rcfled both on whom it is beftowed, and 
^;^ from whom it proceeds. Were the applaufc 
of the world always the reward of merit } 
were it appropriated to fuch alone as by real 
Abilities, or by worthy adions, are entitled 
to r\fe above the crowd, we might juftly 
be flattered by poflefling a rare and valuable 
diftindion. But how far is this from be- 
ing the cafe in fad ! How often have the 
defpicable and the vile, by dexteroufly catch- 
ing the favour of the multitude, foared upon 
the wings of popular applaufe, while 
the virtuous and the deferving have been 
cither buried in obfcurity, or obliged to 
encounter the attacks of unjuft reproach \ 
The laurels which human praife confers, are 
withered and blafted by the unworthineft 
of thofe who wear them. Let the man 
who is vain of public favour be humbled by 
the refledion that, in the midft of his fuc-> 
cefs, he is mingled with a crowd of im* 
poftors and deceivers, of hypocrites and en* 
-tfaufialls, of ighorant pretenders and fuper- 
ficial reafoners, who by various arts, have 
attained as high a rank as himfelf in tem- 
porary fame. 

We 
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On the Love ofPratfe. 147 

We may eafily be fatisfied that applaufe SBRM. 
ifHU be often fliared by the undeferving, if v, 
we allow ourfelves to confider from whom 
k proceeds. When it is the approbation of 
die wife only and the good which is pur* 
fued, the love of praife may then be ac- 
eomited to contain itfelf within jufl bounds, 
and to run in its proper channel. But the 
teftimony of the difcerningfew^ modeftand 
unafluming as they commonly are, forms 
but a fmall part of the public voice. It feU 
dom amounts to more than a whifper, which 
amid ft the general clamour is drowned* 
When the love of praife has taken pofleffion 
df the mind, it confines not itfelf to an ob- 
\t&. fo limited. It grows into an appetite 
Ibr indi&riminate praife. And who are 
they that confer this praife ? A mixed mul- 
titude of meti, who in their whole conduct 
are guided by humour and caprice far more 
than by reafon ; who admire falfe appear- 
ances^ and purfue falfe gods ; who inquird 
fupcrficially, and judge ralhly ; whofc fenti- 
ments are for the moft part erroneous, al- 
ways changeable, and often* inconfiftent. 
Nor let any one imagine, that by looking 
above the; crowd, and courting the praife of 
L 2 the 
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SE R M. tfic fafliionable and the great, he makes fmfc 
J^i;;^ of true honour. There are a great vulgar, aiF 
wdl as a fmall. Rank often makes no dif^ 
fcrence in the underftandings of men, or ia 
their judicioos diftribution of praife. Lux- 
ury, pride, and vanity, have frequently as 
much influence in corrupting the fentiment* 
of the great, as ignorance, bigotry, and pre- 
judice, have in miieading the opinions of 
the crowd. — And is it to fuch judges M 
thefe that you fubmit the fupremc diredioii 
of your conduft I Do you ftoop to couri 
their favour as your chief diftindion^virhea 
anobjedof fo much jufter and higher am^ 
bition is prefented to you in the pra^ i^ 
God? God is the only unerring Judge of 
what is excellent. His approbation alone 
k the fubftance, all other praife is but the 
fhadow of honoun The chara&er whidt 
you bear in his fight is your only real one* 
How contemptible does it render you to be 
indifferent with refpeA to this, and to be 
folicitous about a name alone^ a fiditious, 
imaginaly charafter, which has no cxif- 
tence except in the opinions of a few weald 
"and credulous men around you ? They fee 
no farther dian the outfide of things. They 

^ ' caa 
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i»i jiMlge of you by adions only ; and not S E R Mi. 
by the comprchenfive view of all your aC'- ^^' 
tions^ but by fuch merely as you have had 
opportunity of bringing forth to public no- 
tice. But the fo^reign of the world be* 
holds you in every light in which you can 
be placed. The filent virtues of a generous 
purpofe and a pious heart, attrad his notice 
equally wkh the meft iplendid deeds. From 
him you may reap the praife of good ac«- 
dons i^ich you had no opportunity of peiv 
forming. For he lees them in their prind- 
pje ; he judges of you by your intentions ; 
he knows what you would have done. You 
nay be in his eyes a hero or a martyr, 
withQUt undergoing the labours of the one^ 
or the fufierings of the other. His infpec- 
tion, therefore^ opens a much wider field 
for praife than what the world can afford 
you ; and for praife, too, certainly far moxt 
illuftrious in the eye of reafon. Evwy real 
artift ftudies to approve himfelf to fuch as 
are knowing in his art. To their judgment 
he appeals. On their approbation he rcftg 
his character, and not on the praife q£ the 
un{killed and rude. In the highefl art of 
.»U^ that of life and condu<3:9 fhaU the opi- 
L 3 nions 
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S E R M. nions of ignorant men come into the moft 
diftant competition with his approbation 
who is the fearchcr of ail hearts, and the 
ftandard of all perfedion ? — ^Thc teftimony 
of his praife is not indeed, as yet, openly 
beftowed. But though the voice of the Al- 
mighty found not in your ears, yet by con- 
fcience, his facred vicegerent, it is capable 
of being conveyed to your heart. The 
fofteft whifper of divine approbation is 
fweeter to the foul of a virtuous man, than 
the loudeft fhouts of that tumultuary ap- 
plaufe which proceeds from the world. 

Confider, farther, how narrow and cir- 
cumfcribed in its limits that fame is which 
the vain-glorious man fo eagcriy purfues. 
In order to ihew him this, I (hall not bid 
him reflfd that it is confined to a fmall 
diftria of the earth j and that when he looks 
a little beyond the region which he inhabits, 
he will find himfelf as much unknown as 
the moft obfcure perfon around him. I 
{hall not dcfire him to confider, that in the 
gulph of oblivion, where all human me- 
morials are fwallowed up, his name and 
fame muft foon be inevitably loft. He may 
imagine that ample honours remain to gra^ 

tify 
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tiff ^ ambitioD, though his Tqputatkm^tend &B R M. 
ftot over the whole ^kybe, ttor laft till the 
end of time. But let him calmly refled, 
thatwithio. fbe narrow boufidaries of that 
country to which he belongs, and during 
that finall portion of time which hisli&£lk 
.up^ his reputation^ gneat as he may fancy 
it to, be, occupies no more than :an incon* 
iiderable corner. Let him think what mul« 
titudes of tbofe among whom he dwells arc 
totally ignorant of hia name and c^aradier ; 
how many imagine themfelvesloo import^ 
ant to regard him ; how many are too much 
occupied with their own wants and purfuits 
to pay him. the leaft attention; and whet^ 
his reputatioa is in any degree fpread, how 
often it has been attacked^ and how many 
rivals are daily ^iing to . abate . it : Having 
attended to thefe circumflances, he will find 
fufficiient materials for httmiliatipn in the 
midft of the highefl: applaufe.— -^From all 
thefe confidcrations it clearly appears, that 
though the efteem of pur fellow-creatures 
be pleafipg, and the purfuit of it^ in ^. mo* 
derate degree, be &ir igid lawful, y^t that 
4t affords no fuch obje4it to dei^re^ entitles 
it to be. a ruling principlet 

L 4 In 
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$£R M. In the fecond place, an ezceffive love of 
^^ ' prai£e never fails. lo undermine the regard 
(Lue tn conicienoe^ and to corrupt the heart* 
It turns off the eye of the mind from th« 
finds whiqh it ought chiefly to keep in view, 
(and fets up a faife light fpr its guide. Itfe 
\aflueace is the more ^^ngero^s, ^ the ai- 
lour which it affumes is often fiur, and its 
f(arb and appearance arc nearly allied to. 
that of virtue. The love of gk>ry, I before 
admitted^ may ^ve birth to i^ions which 
fDe both fplendid and uieful. At a diftance 
j^ey.ftrike the eye with uncommon bright- 
.nefs ; but on a nearer and ilrider furvey, 
their, luftre is olten taraifiied. They are 
foun4 (o want that facred and venerable digr 
fiity ^highcluu-a^leri^ss true virtue. Little 
.i>affion$ and felfifli interefts entered into the 
inotives of tbofe who performed them. They 
-were jealoi^s pf a competitor. They fought 
to humble a vyf^X. They looked round fdr 
ijpe^tors to admijre them. All is magna- 
pimity^ gep^rpfityi a(id courage, to public 
view* Sut the ignobU fource wheirce thefe 
feeming T^rtues take their riie is htdded. 
' Without) appear^ the hero i within, is found 
t|ie man of d^il §iid clay. (Confult fuch a^ 
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iMlYe been iotimately ccmn^ed with the sERM^ 
IbllowerB of renown ; ami feldom or nevct ^'* 
will you find that they held them in the 
iame efteem with thofe who viewed them 
from.afan There is nothing except iim* 
plicity of intention y and purity of principle, 
that can ftandthe teft of near approach and 
fltri€t examination. 

But Itippofing the virtue of vain-glorioufi 
men not to be always falfe, it certainly can- 
iiot be depended upon as firm or Aire. Con* 
ftancy and fieadinefe are t<$ be looked for 
from him only whofe condud: ift regulated 
by afenfe of what is right ; wbo/e praift h 
ftot dfmen^ but of God ; whofe motive todit 
pharge his duty is always the fame. Change, 
as much as you pleaie, the fituation of fuch 
a man ; let applaufe or let cenfure be his 
1« } let the public voice, which this day has 
extolled him, to*raorrow as loudly dtc^. 
him 5 on the tenour of his behaviour thefe 
changes produce no effed. He moves in 
a higher fphere. As \ht fun in its orbit is 
not interrupted by the mifts and ftorms of 
the atmofphere below ; fo, regardlefs of the 
opinions of men, through honour" and difi 
konour^ through good report and bad report^ 

be 
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SERM. hepurfues the path which coofcieiice hM 
marked out. Whereas the apparcAt virtues 
of that man whofe eye 18 fixed on the world, 
are precarious and temporary. Si^>portcxl 
Cflbly by circumftaiKreSi occafions^ and paiv 
ticular regards, they fludiuate and fail with 
thefe. Excited by public admiration, they 
difappear when it is withdrawn ; like tho& 
exhalations which, raifed by heat from the 
earth, glitter in the air with momentary 
fplendour, and then fall back to the ground 
from whence they fprung* 

The intemperate love of praife not only 
weakens the true principles of probity, by 
fubftituting inferiour motives in their ftead, 
but frequently aUb impels men to anions 
which are diredly criminal. It obliges them 
to follow the current of popular opkiion 
whitherfoever it may carry them j and hence 
fi>ipwreck is often made both of faith and cf 
a good confcienci. According as circuni- 
llances lead them to court the acclamations 
4>f the multitude, or to purfue the applaufe 
of the great, vices of different kinds will 
ftain their character. In one fituation they 
will make hypocritical profeffions of reli- 
^on. In another they wilt be aQiamed of 

their 
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^Axtit Redeemer and of fais words* They SERM. 
^ill be afraid to appear in their own.form, ^ 
orto utter their genuine fcntiments* Their 
whole charader will become fiditious, opi- 
nions will be affumed, fpeech and behaviour 
modelled, and even the countenance formed, 
as prevailing tafte exads. From one who 
has fubmitted to fuch proftitution for the 
fake of praife, you can no longer expert 
fidelity or attachment on any trying occa- 
fion. In private life, he will be a timorous 
and treacherous friend. In public conduct, 
he will be fupple and verfatile ; ready to de- 
fert the caufe which he had efpoufed, and 
to veer with every fliifting wind of popular 
&voun In fine, all becomes unfound and 
hollow in that heart, where, inftead of re- 
gard to the divine approbation, there relgna 
the fovereign defire of plealing men^ 

In the third place, this paflion, when it 
becomes predominant, mod commonly de- 
feats its own end, and deprives men of the 
honour which they are fo eager to gain. 
Without preferving liberty and independ- 
ence, we can never command refped* 
That fervility of fpirit which fubjeds us to 
14 the 
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^ E R M. th« opinion of others, and renders us tri-^ 
J^^J;^ butarics to the world for the fake of ap- 
plaufe, is what all mankind defpife. Thej 
look up with reverence to one who, un- 
awed by their ccnfures, ads according to 
his own fenfe of things, and follows the free 
impulfe of an honourable mind. But him 
who hangs totally on their judgment, they 
confider as their vaflal. They even enjoy 
a malignant pleafure in humbling his vanity, 
and Withholding that praife which he is feea 
to court. By artifice and fliew he may 
fhine for a time in the public eye ; but it is 
only as long as he can fupport the belief of 
ading from principle. When the incionfiC- 
tencies into which he falls deted his cha* 
Tader, his reputation pafles away like the 
jpageant of a day. No man ever obtained 
lading, fame who did not, on feveral occa- 
fions, contradidt the prejudices of popular 
<3pinion. 

There is no courfe of behaviour which 
will at all times pleafc all men. That which 
pleafes mod. generally, and which only 
fCommands durable praife, is religion and 
virtue. Sincere piety towards God, kind 
aiFcdioa to men, and fidelity in the dif- 

charge 
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thairge of all the duties of life ; a confcience S1E R M,. 
pure and undefiled ; a heart firm to juftice 
and to truth, fuperior to all terrors that 
would fhake, and infenfible of all pleafures 
that would betray it ; unconquerable by the 
oppofition of the world, and refigned to 
God alone; thefe are the qualities which 
render a man truly rcfpeftable and great. 
Such a charaSer may in evil times, incur 
unjuft reproach. But the clouds which envy 
or prejudice has gathered around it, will gra-; 
dually difjperfe ; and its brightnefs will come 
forth, in the end, as the noon day. As 
foon as it is thoroughly known, it finds a 
witnefs in every breaft. It forces appro- 
bation even from the moft degenerate. The 
human heart is fo formed as to be attuned, 
if we may ufe" the exprefGon, to its praife* 
In faft, it is this firm and inflexible virtue^ 
this determined regard to principle beyond 
all opinion, which has crowned the cha- 
racters of fuch as now ftand higheft in the 
rolls of lafting fame. The truly illuftrioua^ 
are they who did not court the praife of the 
world, but who performed the adions which 
deferved it. They were perhaps traduced 
in, their life-time, by thofe whom they op- 
* ' ^3^ pofed.. 
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SERM^ pofed. But pofterity has dcm^ them ample 
^^ juftice ; and they are the men whom the 
voice of ages now concurs in celebrating* 
The memorial of virtue is immortal; becaufe 
it is approved of God and of men. When it 
is prefeut^ men take exwziple at it ; and wbtn 
it is gone tbcy dcfire it. It wearetb a crowny 
and triumpbetb for ever ; baving gotten tbe 
mSory; Jirivingfor undcfiled rewards'^. 

In the fourth place, as an immoderate 
pafiion for human praife is dangerous to 
virtue, and unfavourable to true honour j fo 
it is deftradive of felf-enjoyment and in- 
ward peace. Regard to the praife of God 
prefcribes a fimple and confident tenour of 
conduct, which in all fituations i$ the fame; 
which engages us in no perplexities, and 
requires no artful refinement. Walking 
uprigbtly^ we walkfurely^ becaufe we tread 
an even and open path. But he who turns 
afide from the flraight road of duty in order 
to gain applaufe, involves himfelf in an in- 
tricate labyrinth. He will be often embar- 
raffed concerning the courfe which he ought 
to hold. His mind will be always on the 

. . * WUdom of SoloxnoDi iv. i| 2. 

flretch. 
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IttticiL He vAi{ be obliged to Iiften with SBRM. 
anxious attention to every whifper of the 
popular voice* The demands of thofe maf- 
tcrs whom he has fubmitted to fcrve, will 
prove frequently contradiftory and incon- 
fiftent. He has prepared a yoke for hii 
neck, which he muft refolve to bear, how 
much foever it may gall him. 

The toils of virtue are honourable. The 
mind is fupported under them by the con- 
fcioufnefs of adling a right and becoming 
part. But the labours to which he is doomed 
who is enflaved to the defire of praife, are 
aggravated by reflection both on the uncer-^ 
tainty of the recompence which he purfues, 
and on the debafement to which he Tub* 
mits. Confcience will, from time to 
time, remind him of the improper facrifices 
which he has made, and of the forfeiture 
which he has incurred of the praife of God 
for the fake of praife from men. Suppofe 
him to receive all the rewards which the 
fiiiftaken opinion of the world can beflow^ 
its loudeft applaufe will often be unable ta 
drown the upbraidings of an inward voice ; 
jind if a man is reduced to be afiiamed of 

liimfelf. 
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SE RM. hlmfelf, what atails it him to be careflM b^ 
1^: others? 

But in truth, the reward towards whiclr 
he looks who propofes human praife as hit 
ultimate objed, will be always flying like 
a. (hadow before him. So capricious and 
uncertain, fo fickle and mutable is tha 
favour of the multitude, that it proves the 
mod unfktisfa^^ory of all purfuits in which 
men can be engaged. He who fets hit 
heart on it, is preparing for himfelf perpe^ 
tual mortifications. If the greateft and bcft 
can feldom retain it long, we may eafily 
believe, that from the vain and undeferving 
it vvill fuddenly efcape. There is no cha/ 
rader but what on fome fide is vulnerable 
by cenfure. He who liftt himfelf up to the 
obfervation and notice of the world, is,c^ 
all n^n, the leaft likely to avoid it. For 
he draws upon himfelf a tfaoufand eyes tha£ 
will riiUTowly infpefl: him in every parft 
Every opportunity will be watched of bring*- 
ing him down to the common levd. Hit 
errors will be more divulged, and his m^ 
6rmitie8 more magnified, dian ^ thofc of 
pthers. In proportion to his eageraefs fieir 
X praife 
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jpfaife will be his fenfibility to reproach* SERM, 
Nor is it reproach alone that will wound ^^^-^ 
him. He will be as much deje<Jted by 
filence and negled. He puts himfelf under 
the power of every one to humble him, 
by withholding (^xpeded pra'fe. Even 
when praife is beftowed, he is mortified by 
its being cither faint or trite. He pines 
when his reputation ftagnates. The degree 
of applaufe to which he has been accuftomed 
grows infipid ; and to be always praifed 
from the fame topics, becomes at laft much 
the fame with not being praifed at all. 

All thefe chagrins and difquietudes are 
happily avoided by him who keeps fo trou- 
biefome a paflion within its due bounds ; 
who is more defirousof being truly worthy 
than of being thought fo ; who purfues the 
praife of the world with manly temperance, 
and in fubordination to the praife of God. 
He is neither made giddy by the intoxica- 
ting vapour of applaufe, nor humbled and 
caft down by the unmerited attacks of cen- 
fure. Reftlng on a higher approbation, he 
enjoys himfelf, in peace, whether human 
praife ftays with him, or flies away. Wltb 
me it is afmall thing to be judged of you^ or 

Vol. ir. M of 
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SERM. of tnan^s judgment. He that judgetb me is, 
^1 [^^ the Lord* My witnefs is in heaven^ and 
my record is on high. 

In the fifth and lad place^ the advan- 
tages which redound from the prjaife of men^ 
are not fuch as can bear to be put in com- 
petition with thofe which flow from the 
praife of God* The former are necefTariljr 
confined within the verge of our prefent 
cxiftence. The latter follow us beyond 
the grave, and extend through all eternity. 
Not only is the praife of men limited in its 
effects to this life, but alfo to particular fitua- 
tions of it. In the days of health and eafe 
it may brighten the fun-fliine of profperity* 
It may then foothe the ear with pleafing aq- 
cents,. and gratify the imagination with fan- 
cied triumphs. But when the diftrefsful . 
feafons of life arrive, it will be found alto- 
gether hollow and unfubftantial : and furely^ 
the value of any pofleffion is to be chiefly 
eftimated by the relief which it can bring 
us, in the time of our greateft need. When 
the' mind is caft down with forrow and 
grief, when ficknefs fpreads its gloom 
around us, or death, rifes in iwful profpciJi 
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to our view, the opfinions dn<i the dii- SBIIM. 
courfesof the world will appear trifling and ,^J^ 
infignificant To one who is occupied 
with nearer and more afieding interefts^ 
the praife or the cenfure of the world will 
feem like the noiie of diilant voices, in 
which he has fmall concern^ But then is 
the feafon when the praife of God fupports 
and upholds the labouring fouL Brought 
home to the heart by the teftimony of a 
good confcience, and by the divine Spirit 
hearing witnefs with ourfpirits^ it infpires 
fortitude, and ipvoA,\}ct9 a peace which pajfetb 
under/ianding. 

At prefent we behold an Irregular and 
difordered ftate of things. Virtue is often 
deprived of its proper honours, and vice 
ufurps them in its (lead. The charadcrs of 
men are miflaken ; and ignorance and folly 
difpofe of human applaufe. But the day 
haftens apace which ihall elofe this fccne of 
error*, and vindicate the rights of juftice 
and truth* 7'benjhatl be rendered to every 
man according to bis works. Envy fhall no 
longer have the power of obfcuring merit, 
nor popular prejudices be able to fupporC 
the undeferving. Hidden worth fhaJl be 
M 2 brought 
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S £ R Kt brought to light, and fecret crimes revealed 
iMany who pafled through the world in the, 
filent obfcurity of humble but fteady good* 
nefs, Ihall be diftinguifhed as the favourites 
of Heaven; while the proud, the ambitlouB, 
and the vain, are left to everlafting diftio- 
tiour. The great Judge hath declared, that 
kvbofoever hath been ajbamedcfbim and of bis 
words y of that vian Jball be be ajhamed when 
be comet b in t be glory of bis Fatber^ witb all 
tbe holy angels. Every departure from duty 
fhall, at the period of final retribution, ter- 
minate in ignominy. True honour and true 
virtue (hall be feen to coincide ; and when 
all human fome has pafled away like fmoke, 
the only praife which fhall be for ever 
remembered is that divine teftimony, Well 
done^ tbou good and faitbful fervant ; enter 
tbou into tbe joy of tby Lord. 

These arguments clearly {hew the im- 
portance of preferving the love of praife 
tmdet proper fubordination to the principle 
of duty. In itfelf, it is an ufeful motive to 
aftion; bu\ when allowed to extend it^ 
• influence too far, it corrupts the whblif 
iharad^er,- and produce* guUt, difgrace, and 
••'*.••'-'- - • miferyr 
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mifery. To be entirely diftitute of it, is a ^ ^^ ^* 
defeiSt. To be governed by it, is depravity. 
The proper adjuftmeut of the feveral prin- 
ciples of ad^OQ ^h\(rq[ian»pa9|re5 is ^ matter 
that deferves our higheft attention. For 
vfheo aqy odq of therou becoroes either too 
weak or too ftrong, it endangers both our 
virtue and our hajppinefs. _Keep thy heart 
therefore with all diligence ; pray that God 
would enable thee to keep it with fuccefs; 
for out of the heart are the ijjues of life. 
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SERMON VIL 

On theproperEsTiMATBof Human life. 



$ERM. 

vn. 



EcCLESIASTf s> xii. 8t 

Vanity of vanities^ f^iih the freacbcfj all it 
vanity. 

1^ O ferious maxim hjis been more gf ^ 
. nerally adopted than that of the text, 
In every age the vanity of human life has 
been the theme of declamation, and the fub-i 
jed of complaint. It is a conclufion in wjiich 
men of all charafters and ranks, the higl^ 
imd the low, the young and the old, the 
religious and the worldly, have more fre- 
quently concurred than in any o^her. ^u^ 
bow juft foever the conqlufiop may be, th^ 
premifes which lead to it are often faife, 
for it is prompted by various motives, an4 
derived frpm v?ry diff^re^t vi^ws of things. 

$om^ 
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Sometimes the language of the text is af- ®^J^^* 
fumed by a fceptic, who cavils at Providence, 
and cenfures the conftitution of the world. 
Sometimcs-it is^the ooiuplaint of a peevifli 
man, who is difcontentcd with hb ftation, 
and ruffled by the difappointmcnt of unrea- 
fonable hopes. Sometimes it is the ftyle of 
the licentious, when groaning under miferies 
in which their vices have involved them. 
Inve£lives againft the vanity of the world 
which come from any of thefe quarters de- 
ferve na regard j as they are the dictates of 
impiety, of fpleen, or of foUy. The only 
cafe in which the fentiment of the text 
tlainiis our attention is, when uttered, not 
a^ an afperfion on Providence, or a reflec- 
tion on human affairs in general ; not as the 
language of private difcontent, or the refult 
of guilty fufferings; but as the fbher con- 
^ludon of a wife and good man, concerning 
the imperfedion of that happinefs whicK 
rcfts folely on worldly pleafure$. Thpfe, in 
thdr fsureft form, are not what they fecm to 
bel They never bcftow that complete fa- 
tisfaftion which they promife; and therefore 
lie who looks to nothing beyond them fliall 
have frequent caufe to deplore their vanity. 
M 4 Nothing 
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s E R M. Nothing is of higher importance to U8, at 



vu. 



men and as Chriftians, than to form a proper* 
cftimate of human life, without either load- 
ing it with imaginary evils, or expe^ing 
from it gres^ter advantages than it is able to 
yield. It fhall be my bufinefs, therefore, 
in this Difcourfe, to diftinguilh a juft and 
religious feafe of the vanity of the world, 
hor^ the unreafonable complaints of it which 
Hire; 9ft en hear. I fhall endeavour, I. To 
Ih^w in what fenfe it is true that all earthly 
•p|eafur^$ are vanity. 11. To inquire, how 
jjiijs vanity of the world can be reconciled 
v^ith the ^ perledions of its great Author, 
HI. To examine, whether there are not 
fome re;al and folid enjovments in human 
life which fall not under this general charge 
of vanity. And, IV. To point out the pro- 
per improvement to be made of fuch a ftate 
as the life of man (hall appear on the whole 
to be. 

I. I AM to (hew in what fenfe it is true 
that all human pleafures are vanity. Thisf 
;s a topic which might be embellifhcd with 
the pomp of much delcription. But I fhaH 
ftudioufly avoid exaggeration, and only 

point 



Digitized by 



Coogk 



(>f Human Life. . 169 

point out a threefold vanity ip human .life, s E R M,- 
which every impartial obferver can»ot but ^ ^ 
admit; difappointment in purfuit, diflatif- 
fadion in enjoyment, uncertainty in ppf- 
feflion. 

Firft, Difappointment in purfuit. When 
we look around us on the world, w^ every 
where behold a bufy niultitijde, intent oi) 
the prcfecuticn of various ddigaa which 
their wants or defires have fuggcftedv We 
behold them employing every niethod which 
ingenuity can devife, fome the patience of 
induftry, fome the boldnefs of enterprifc, 
others the dexterity of flratagem, in order 
to compafs th*eir ends. Of this inceffant ftiv 
and activity, what is the fruit ? In compa- 
rifon of the crowd who have toiled in vain^ 
how fmall is the number of the fuccetful? 
Or rather, w^here is the man who will dc* 
clare that in. every point he has completed 
Tiis plan, and attained his utmoft v/ifli ? No 
extent of human abilities has been able to 
difcovcr a path which, in any line of life, 
leads unerringly to fuccefs." I'bt race Is not 
always to thefwifty nor the battle to thejlrong^ 
nor riches to men ofzinderjlanding. We may 
form our plans with the moft profound fa-> 

gacity, 
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S E R M. gacity, and with the moft vigilant caution 
may guard agjunft dangers on every fide. 
But fomc unforefeen occurrence comes 
acrofs, which baffles our wifdom, and lays 
our labours in the duft. 

Were fuch difappointments confined to 
thofe who afpire at cngroffing the higher 
departments of life, the misfortune would be 
lefs. The humiliation of the mighty, and 
the faH of ambition from its towering height, 
little concern the bulk of mankind. Thefe 
are objeds on which, as on diftant meteors^ 
they gaze from afar, without drawing per- 
ibnal inftruftion from events fo much ^bove 
them. But, alas! when we deftend int?o 
the regions of private life, we find difip^ 
pointment and blafted hope equally preva^ 
lent there. Neither the moderation of oUr 
views, nor the juftice of our pretenfions, carl 
enfure fuccefs. But time and chance happen 
to all. Againft the ftream of events both 
the worthy and the undeferving are obliged 
to ftruggle J and both are frequently over- 
borne alike by the current. 

'. Besides difappointment in purfuit, difc 
iatisfadion in enjoyment is a farther vanity 

to 
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to which the human ftate is fubjed. This s £ r m. 
is the fcvereft of all mortifications, after ^^J^ 
having been facceisful in the purfuit, to be 
baffled in the enjoyment itfelf. Yet this is 
fcmnd to be an evil dill more gaoeral than 
the former. Some may be fo fortunate as 
to attain what they have purfued ; but nome 
arc rendered completely happy by what they 
have attained. Difapppiated hope is mi«» 
fery ; and yet fuccefsful hope is only im- 
perfed blifs. Look through all the nuEiks x& 
rcAt^^tA. Examine the concHtion: of thofe 
who appear moft profperous j and you will 
find that they are never jufl: what they 
^eiire to be. If retired, they languifh for 
^Aipn ; if hufy, they complain of fatigue* 
\i in middle life, they are impatient for dil^ 
fluxion ; if in high ftations, they iigh after 
freedom and eafe. Something is ftill want- 
ing to that plenitude of fatisfadion which 
they expected to acquire. Together with 
every wilh that is gratified, a new demand 
arifes. One void opens in the heart, as 
another is filled. On wifhcs, wiihes grow; 
and to the end, it is rather the expedatioa 
pf whgt they have not, than the cnjoymettf 

of 
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s E R M. of what^bc]^ have, \tlrich: edcupies and ia- 

V ^-^-Lj terefts the raaft ftacceftful. 

This diffatisfa(fkion^ ill the midft pf hu^ 
man pleafure, fprings partly from the natUrfe 
of our enjoyments themfolves, : and "^v^ 
from circumftances which corrupt *theml 
No worldly enjoyments are^iidc<\aate cbthe 
high defircs and powers^ of an immcrtbl 
fpiritw Fancy paints ^bem^t a-difence -Wklt 
f^endiducofours J but poflfeiibrf linv^il* tftc 
Tallacy. : -The eagemefc' of^ ^affmn *tfeftbwi 
upon them nt fir ft a hrrfk a&dnively jnetKh; 
But it is their fate always to pall t^yfmt^ 
liarity; and fometimes topaffs from'fatl^lj^ 
into difguft, Happy \4^ould the po©ptnail 
think himfeif if he could enter on^att'^kS 
treafures. of the rich j and hnppy for i, fhoR 
while he might be ; but before he bad [on% 
contemplated and admired his ftatc,- his poli 
fcffions would feenv to UfRn, and hi^ csrei 
would grow. 1 ' '" ' 

Add to thp unfatiafying nature of ouf 
pleafures, the attending eircuiTfiftanccs which 
sever fail to corrupt them^ For, foeh as 
t&ey.are, they arc at no time poflefled un- 
laijaed. * To human Kps it is not given io 

tafte 
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tafte the cup of pure joy. When external SERM* 
cir^cumftances fhew faireft t© the world, the u-^tn^ 
envied man groans in private under his own . 
burden. Some vexation difquiets, fome paf-^ 
fico' corrodes him ; fome diftreis, either felt 
or fieaKd, gnaws like a worm, the root of 
hb felicity. When there is nothing from 
vmthout to diilurb the profperous, a fecret 
poifon operates within^ For worldly hap- 
ptnefs ever tends to deftroy itfelf, by cor- 
rupting the heart. It fofters the loofe and 
the violent paffioos. It engenders noxious 
habits; and taints the mind with a falfe 
delicacy, which makes it feel a thoufand 
unreal evils* 

But put the cafe in the moft favourable 
light. Lay aiide from human pleafured 
both difappointment in purfuit, and deceit- 
fulnefs in enjoyment ; fuppofe them to be 
fiilly attainable, and completely fatisfadory j 
dill there remains to be confidered the va- 
nity of uncertain poffcffion and ftiort dura-- 
tion. Were there in worldly things any 
fixed point of fecurity which we could gain, 
the mind would then have fome bads on 
which to rieft. But our condition is fucb, 
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SERAf. that every thing wavers and totters ixadxA 
U8. Boaji not tbyfdf of to-morrow i fit 
thou knoweft not what a day may bring forth. 
It is much if^ during its courfe, thou heareft 
not of fomevrhat to difquiet or alarm thee* 
For life never proceeds long in an uniform 
train. It is continually varied by unex-» 
pedled events. The feeds of aheralion 
are every where fown ; and the funfhine 
of profperity commonly accelerates tbdr 
growth. If your enjoyments be numerous^ 
you lie more open on different fides to be 
wounded. If you have pofleffed them long, 
you have greater caufe to dread an ap* 
proaching change. By flow degrees pro-* 
fperity rifes ; but rapid is the progrefs of 
cviU It requires no preparation to bring 
it forward. The edifice which it coft much 
time and labour to ere£t, one inaufpicious 
event, one fudden blow, can level with the 
duft. Even fuppofing the accidents of life 
to leave us untouched, human blifs muft 
ftill be tranfitory ; for man changes of hrni- ^ 
felf* No courfe of enjoyment can delight 
US long. What amufed our youth lofes its 
charm in maturcr age. As years advance, 
our powers are blunted, and our pleafurable 
3 feelings 
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feelings decline. The filcnt lapfe of time serm. 
ia lever carrying fomewhai from us, till at ^^^* 
length the period comes when all muft be 
f\if apt away. The profpe<3: of this termina- 
tion of our labours and purfuits is fufficient 
to mark our ftate with vanity. Our days 
are a hafid-breadtb^ and our age is* as no^ 
things Within that little fpace is all our 
enierprife bounded. We crowd it with 
toils .and care, with contention and ftrife. 
We projcft great defigns, entertain high 
hopes^ and then leave our plans unfiniihed^ 
and fmk into oblivion. 

This much let it fuffice to have faid con- 
cerning the vanity of the world. That too 
much has not been faid, mull appear to 
every one who confiders how generally 
mankind lean to the oppofite fide ; and how 
often, by undue attachment to the prefent 
ftate, they both feed the ^loft fmful 
paffions, and pierce them/elves thritugb 
with many forrows. Let us proceed to 
inquire, 

II. How this vanity of the world can be 
reconciled with the perfections of its divine 
Author. This inquiry involves that great 

difficulty 
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S E R M. difficulty which has perplexed the thought* 



vif 



fill and ferious in every age: If Uod be 
good, whence the evil that fills the earth f 
In anfwer to this interefting queftion, let us 
obferve. 

In the firfi: place, that the prefent con-* 
ditionof man was not his original or primary 
ftate- We are informed by divine revelation, 
that it is the confequence of his voluntary 
apoftacy from God and a ilate of inno* 
cence. By this, his nature was corrupted ; 
his powers were enfeebled ; and vanity and 
•vexation introduced into his life. AU na** 
ture became involved in the condemnation 
6f man. The earth was curfed upon his 
account, and the whole creation made to 
groan and travail in pain. 

How myfterious foever the account of 
this fall may appear to us, many circum-* 
ftanccs concur to authenticate the fad, and 
-to fhew that human nature and the human 
ftate have undergone an unhappy change. 
The belief of this has obtained in almoftall 
nations and religions. It can be traced 
through all the fables of antiquity. An ob- 
fcure tradition appears to have pervaded 
the whole earth, that man is not now what 

he 
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he was at firft ; but that in confequencc of SE R M. 
feme tranfgrcffion againft his great Lord, ^*^' 
a ftate of degradation and exile fucceeded 
to a condition that was more flourifhing and 
happy. As our nature carries plain marks 
of perverfion and difordcr, fo the world 
which we inhabit bears the fyraptoms of 
having been convulfed in all its frame. 
Naturalifts point out to us everywhere the 
traces of fome violent change which it has 
fuffered. Illands torn from the continent, 
burning mountains, fliattered precipices, un- 
inhabitable waftes, give it all the appearance 
of a mighty ruin. The phyfical and moral 
ftate of man in this world mutually fympa- 
thize and correfpond. They indicate not 
a regular and orderly ftru&ure either of 
matter or of mind, but the remains of fome- 
what that was once more fair and magniB- 
cent. Let us obferve, 

In the fecond place, that as this was not 
the original, fo it is not intended to be the 
final, ftate of man. Though, in Gonfe- 
^uence of the abufe of the human powers, 
•fin and vaniiy were introduced into this re- 
gion of the univerfe, it was not the purpofe 

Vol. II. N of 
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s E^R M* of the Creator that they fliould be permitted 
to reign for ever. He hath made ample 
provifion for the recovery of the penitent 
and faithful part of his fubjeds, by the 
merciful undertaking of that great Reftorer 
of the world, our Lord Jefus Chrift, By 
him life and immortality ivere both pur- 
chafed and brought to light. The new bea'^ 
vens and the new earth are difcovered, where- 
in dwelleth righteoujhefs ; where, through 
the divine grace, human nature ihall regain 
its original honours, and man (hall return to 
be what once he was in Paradife. Through 
tbofe high difcoveries of the Gofpel, this 
life appears to good men only in the light 
of an intermediate and preparatory ftate. 
Its vanity and mifery, in a manner, difap- 
pear. They have every reafon to fubmit 
without complaint to its laws, and to wait 
in patience till the appointed time come 
for the rejlitution of all things. Let us take - 
notice, 

In the third place, that, a future flatc 
being made known, we can account in a 
fatisfying manner for the prefent diftrefs of 
human life, without the fmalleft impeach- 

5 iftenl 
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meat bf divine goodnefs. The fufFerings S E R M. 
Vfc here undergo are converted into difci- 
pline and improvement. Through the 
blefling of Heaven, good is extraded from 
apparent evil ; and the very mifery which 
originated from fin,^ is rendered the means 
of correding finful paffions, and preparing 
us for felicity. There is much reafon to 
believe that creatures as imperfe£l as we 
are^ require fome fuch preliminary ilate of 
experience before they can recover the per- 
feftion ef their nature. It is in the midft 
of dif^ppointments ^nd trials that we learn 
the iniiifliciency of temporal things to hap- 
pinefs, arid are taught to feek it from God 
and Virtue. By thefe the violence of our 
pajnSons is tamed^ and our minds are form- 
ed to fobriety and reflexion. In the varie- 
ties of life, occafioned by the viciffitude of 
worldly fortune, we are inured to habits 
both of the adive and the fuffering virtues. 
How much foever we complain of the va- 
nity of the world, ^adts plainly (hew, that 
if its vanity were lefs, it could not anfwer 
.the purpofe of falutary difcipline. Unfa- 
tisfadory as it is, its pleafures are ftill too 
apt to corrupt our hearts. How fatal then 
N 2 muft 
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SERM. muft the confequences have been^ had it 
^^^' ^ yielded us more complete enjoyment ? If^ 
with all its troubles, we are in danger of 
l>eing too much attached to it, how entirely 
would it have feduced our affe<2ious, if na 
troubles had been mingled with its ple^ 
fures ? 

Thefe obfervations ferve in a great meap- 
fure to obviate the difficulties which arife 
from the apparent vanity of the human 
ftate, by fhcwing how, upon the Cfariftian 
fyftem, that vanity may be reconciled with 
the infinite goodnefs of the Sovereign of the 
univerfe. The prefent condition of man 
is not that for which he was origihaHyndtf- 
figned ; it is not to be his final ftate ; and 
during his paflage through the world, the 
diftreffes which he undergoes are rendered 
medicinal and improving. After having 
taken this view of things, the clOud which 
in the preceding part of the 'difcourfb 
appeared to fit fo thick upon human lift, 
begins to be diffipated. We now perceive 
that man is not abandoned by Jfiis Cre- 
ator. We difcera great arid good de- 
figns going on in his behalf. We arc al- 
lowed to entertain better hopes ; and are 
51 encouraged 
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encouraged to inquire, as was propofed for S £ R M. 
the 

Hid Head of difcourfe, Whether there 
be not in the prefent condition of human 
life, fbme re^d and folid enjoyments which 
5:ome not under the general charge pi vanity 
2^ vanitus. The doctrine of the text is to 
be coniideced as chiefly addrefTed to worldly 
men. Them Solomon means to teach, that 
aU expectations of blifs, which reft folely on 
earthly pofTefiions and pleafures, fhall end 
ifx difappointment. But furely he did not 
intend to a0ert, that there is no material 
difference in the purfuits of men, or that 
XH> real happinefs of any kind could now b? 
attained by the virtuous. JFor, befides the 
unanfwerable objeciion which this would 
form againft the divine adrainiftration, it 
would diredly contradid what he elfewhere 
aflerts, that while God giveth fore travail to 
tbfftnntr^ be givetb to the man that is good 
inhisfgbt^ imfdom^ and knowledge^ and joy '^^ 
It may, it muft indeed, be admitted, thai 
unmixed and complete happinefs is un« 
Jknpwn on earth. No regulation of con- 

• E<f€Ief. li. ad. 
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s E R M. duft can altogether prevent paffions front 
difturbing our peace, and misfortunes from 
wounding our heart. But after this con- 
ceflion is made, will it follow that there is 
no objedl on earth vrhich defcrves ouy 
purfuit, or that all enjoyment becomes 
contemptible which is not perfedi? Let 
us furvey our ftate with an impartial 
eye, and be juft to the various gifts of 
Heaven. , How vain foever this life, con- 
fidered in itfelf, may be, the comforts 
and hopes of religion are fufficicnt to give 
folidity to the enjoyments of the right- 
eous. In the exercife of good afFeftions, 
a^d the teftimony of an approving coh- 
fcience ; in the fenfe of peace and recon- 
ciliation with God through the great Re- 
deemer of mankind ; in the firm confidence 
of being conduced through all the trials of 
life by infinite wifdom and goodnefs ; and 
in the joyful profpedl of arriving in the end 
at immortal felicity, they poflefs a happinefs 
which, defcending from a purer and more 
perfe<a region than this world, partakes not 
of its vanity. 

Befides the enjoyments peculiar to reK- 
gion, there are- other pleafures of our pre- 

fen^ 
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fentJlate, which, though of an inferiour SERM. 
oxdcr, muft not be overlooked in the e(li- 
mate of human life* It is neceflary to call 
attention to thefe, in order to check that 
repining and unthankful fpirit to which 
man is always too prone. Some degree of 
importance muft be allowed to the com- 
forts of health, to the innocent gratifications 
of fcnfe, and to the entertainment afforded 
us by all the beautiful fcenes of nature; 
Ibme . to the purfuits and amufements of 
focial life ; and more to the internal eojoy- 
mcnts of thought and refledion, and to the 
pleafures of afFedionate intercourfe with 
tbofe whom we love/ Thefe comforts are 
often held in too lovv eftimation, merely 
becaufe they are ordinary and common; 
although that be the circumftance which 
ought in r<:afon to enhance their value. 
They . lie op^n, in fpme degree, to all ; 
extend through every rank of life, and 
£11 up agreeably many of thofe fpaces in 
our prefent . exiftence, which are not oc- 
cupied with higher objeds, or with ferious 
cares. 

. ,We are/m feveral refpeds unjuft to Pro- 
vidence in the computation of our pleafures 
N 4 and 
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SERM. and our pains. We number the houri 
which are fpent in diftrefs or forrow ; but 
we forget thofe which have pafled away, if 
not in high enjoy ment, yet in the midft of 
thofe gentle fatiafadion^ and pladd emo*- 
tk)ns which make life glide fmoothly alongt 
We complain of the frequent difappoint* 
ments which we fuffer in our purfwts. But 
We recoiled not, that it is in purfuit, more 
than in attainment, that our pleaiure now 
conflfls* In the prefent ftate of human na* 
fure, man derives more enjoyment from the 
exertion of his adive powers in the midft of 
ipils and efforts, than he could receive from 
a ftill and uniform poffeifion of the objed 
*vhich he ftrives to gain. The folace of the 
mind under all its labours, is hope ; and 
there are few fit nations which entirely ex- 
clude it. Forms off expeded blifs are often 
gleaming upon us through a cloud, to re- 
vive and exhilarate the moft diftreffed. If 
pains be fcattered through all the conditiona 
of life, fo alfo are pleafures. Happinefs, as 
far as life affords it, can be engrofled by ng 
ranlc of men to the exclufion of the reft ; on 
the contrary, it is often found where, at 
firft viewj it would have been leaft expeded. 

Wheo 
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When the human condition appears moft SERM* 
dcprcfled, the feelings of men, through 
the gracious appointment of Providence, 
adjuft themfelves wonderfully to their ftate, 
and enable them to extra^ fatisfa^ion front 
icmrces that are totally unknown to others* 
^Were the great body of men fairly to com^ 
pute the hours which they pafs in eafe, and 
even with fome degree of pleafure^ they 
would be found far to exceed the number 
of thofe which are fpeat in abfojute p^n 
either of body or mind* But in curder to 
make a dill more accurate eftimation of the 
degree of fatisfaftion which, in the midft 
Df earthly vanity, man is permitted toenjoy^ 
the three following obiervations claim our 
attention : ' 

The firft is, that many of the evils which 
occafion our complaints of the world are 
wholly imaginary. They d^cive their ex- 
iftence from fancy and humour, and child- 
ifli fubje<3:ion to the opinion of others* 
The diftrefs which they produce, I admit, 
is real j but its reality aofes oiot from the 
nature of things, but from that diforder of 
imagination which a.fmall meafure of re« 
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s E R Nf . flcdion might redify. In proof of this, we 
^ may obferve that the perfons who live mod 
{imply, and follow the dilates of plain un- 
adulterated nature, are moft exempted from 
this clafs of evils. It is among the higher 
ranks of mankind that they chiefly abound ; 
where fantaftic refinements, fickly delicacy, 
and eager emulation, open a thouf^nd 
fourccs of vexation peculiar to themfelves, 
life cannot but prove vain to them who 
affe£t a difrelilh of every pleafure that is 
not both exquifite and new ; who meafure 
enjoyment not by their own feelings, but 
by the ftandard of faftiion ; who think 
themfelves miferable if others do not ad* 
mire their ftate. It is not from wants or 
forrows that their complaints arife ; bur, 
.though it may appear a paradox, fronn^ too 
much freedom from forrow and want ; fronx 
the languor of vacant: life, and the irritation 
oqcafioned by thofe ftagnating humours 
which eafe and indulgence have bred within 
them. In their cafe, therefore, it is not the 
vanity of the world, bv|t the vanity of their 
minds, which is to.bc accufed. Fancy has 
raifed up the fpeftres which haunt them. 
Fancy has formed the cloud which hangs 

ovei 



Digitized by 



Google 



cf Human Life. 187 

over their life. Did they allow the light ^'e.'t.U. 
of reafon to break forth, the fpeftres would ^-^v^ 
vanifli and the cloud be difpelled. 

The fecond obfcrvation on this head is, 
that, of thofe evils which may be called real, 
becaufe they owe not their exiftence to 
fancj, nor can be removed by re£kifying 
opinion, a great proportion is brought opoa 
us by our own mifcondudl. Difeafes^ po- 
verty, difappointment, and fhame, arc far 
from being, in every inftance, the unavoid- 
able doom of men. They are much more 
frequently the offspring of their own mif- 
giiided choice. Intemperance engenders 
difeafe, floth produces poverty, pride cre- 
ates difappointments, and diflionefty expofes 
to (hame. The ungoverned paflions of men 
betray them into a thoufand follies j their 
follies into crimes ; and their crimes into 
misfortunes. Yet nothing is more eom- 
mon than for fuch as have been the authors 
of their own mifery, to make loud com- 
plaints .of the hard fate of man, and to take 
revenge upon the human condition by ar- 
raigning it| fuppofed vanity. Tbcfodtfb^ 
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$£ RM. nefs of man Jirji pcrvertetb bis waj^^ andtbtn 
his heart frttUtb agasnft the Lord. 

I do not, however, msiintain, that it i9 
within our power to be altogether free of 
thofe felf-procured evils. For perfedion of 
any kind is beyond the reach of man. 
Where is the wifdom that never errs? 
where the juft man that ofiendeth not? 
Neverthelcfs, much is here left to our- 
felves ; and, imperfect as we are, the con- 
fequences of right or of wrong condudt 
make a wide difference in the happinefs of 
men. Experience every day (hews, that a 
found, a well-governed, and virtuous mind 
contributes greatly to fmooth the path of 
life ; and that wifdom excelUtb folly as far 
as light excelleth darknefs. The way of the 
wicked 'u as darknefs ; they know not at what 
they fnmiit. But the rigbteoufnefs of the 
perfeS Jball dire& his ways; and be that 
"tvalketb uprightly^ walketh furely. The 
tendency of the one is towards a plain and 
fafe region. The courfe of the other leads 
him amid ft fnares and precipice^ The 
one cccafionally may, the other unavoid- 
ably niiift, incur much trouble. Let us not 
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then confound, under one general charge, SERWL 
thofe evils of the world which belong to the J^]^ 
lot of humanity, and thofe which, through 
divine afliflance, a wife and good man may,^ 
in a great meafure, efcape. 

The third obfervation which I make 
tefpcds thofe evils which are both real and 
unavoidable; from which neither wifdon 
nor goodnefs can procure our exemption* 
Under thefe this comfort remains, (hat if 
they cannot be prevented, there are mean% 
however, by which they may be muck 
alleviated* Religion is the great principle 
which afts under fuch circumftances, as the 
corrective of human vanity. It infpires^ 
fortitude, fupports patience, and by ks 
prolpefls and promifes darts a cheering ray 
into the darkeft (hade of human life. If it 
cannot fecure the virtuous from difappoint- 
ment in their purfuitS, it forms them to fuch 
a temper, as renders their difappointments 
more light and eafy than thofe of other men. 
If it does not banifh diifatisfadion from 
their worldly pleafures, it confers fpiritual 
pleafures in their ftead. If it enfures theia 
0ot the poffeffion of what they love, it fur- 
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s E R M. nilhes comfort under the lofs. As far as tC 
eftabliihes a contented frame of mlnd^ it 
fupplies the want of all that worldly men 
covet to poffefs. Compare the behaviouf 
of the fenfual and corrupted with that of the 
upright and holy,, when both are feeling the 
effefts of human vanity, and the difference 
of their fituation will be manifeft* Among 
the former, you are likely to find a querulous 
and dejedcd; among the latter, a compofed 
and manly fpirit. The lamentations of the 
one excite a mixture of pity and contempt J 
while the dignity which the other maintain 
in diftrefs, commands refpedt. The fuffer- 
ings of the former fettle into a peevifh and 
fretful difpofition ; thofe of the latter foften 
the temper, and improve the heart. Thefe 
confequences extend fo far as to give ground 
for afferting, that a good man enjoys more 
happinefs in the courfe of a feemingly un*- 
profperous life, than a bad man does in the 
midft of affluence and luxury. What a 
<:onfpicuous proof of this is afforded by the 
Apoftle Paul, who from the very depth of 
afflifkion could fend forth fuch a triumplmnt 
voice as proclaims the complete vidiory 
which he had gained over the evils of Ufe.! 

Troubled 



Digitized- by 



Google 



* of Human Lifi. 191 

troubled on every Jide^ yet not difircffed; SERM. 
perplexed^ but not in defpair; perfecuted^ but , 
notforfaken; cqft down^ but not deftroyed. 
For J though our outward man perijb^ our tn^ 
ward man is renewed^ day by day *. Such^ 
though perhaps in an inferiour degree, will 
be the influence of a genuine religious prin- 
ciple upon all true Chriftians. It begins to 
perform that office to them here, which here- 
after it will more completely difcharge, of 
wiping away the tears from their eyes. 

Such, upon the whole, is the eftim^tc 
which we are to form of human life. Much 
vanity will always belong to it ; though the 
degree of its vanity will depend, in a great 
meafure, on our owh charaiSler and con- 
dna. To the vicious, it prefents nothing 
but a continued fcene of difappointment and 
diflatisfaftion. To the good it k a mixed 
ftate of things ; where many real comforts , 
may be enjoyed; where many refources 
under trouble may be obtained ; but where 
trouble, in one form or other, is to be ex- 
f)eded as the lot of man. From thii view 
of human life, 

• 2 Comth-Jv. 8, 9. 16. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 9a On the proper ^fiimate. 

SERM. The firft praaical conclufion which we 
arc to draw is, that it highly concerns us 
not to be unreafonable in our expedations 
of worldly felicity. Let us always remem- 
ber where we arej from what caufes the 
human ftate has become fubje£t to depref- 
fion ; and upon what accounts it muft re- 
main under its prefent law. Such is the 
infatuation of felf-love, that though in the 
general dodrine of the vanity of the world 
all men agree, yet almoft every one flatters 
himfelf that his own cafe is to be an excep- 
tion from the common rule. He refts on 
expedations which he thinks cannot fail 
him ; and though the prefent be not alto- 
gether according to his wifh, yet with the 
confidence of certain hope he anticipates 
futurity. Hence the anguifh of difappoint- 
ments fills the world ; and evils, which are 
of themfel ves fufficiently fevere, opprefs with 
double force the unprepared and unfufped- 
ing mind. Nothing therefore is of greater 
confequence to our peace, than to have 
always before our eyes fuch views of the 
world as fhall prevent our expeding more 
firom it than it is deftined to afford. We 
deftroy our joys by devouring them before- 
hand 
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kand with too eager expedation. We niin SE R fcf* 
the happinefs of life when we attempt to 
raife it too high. A tolerable and comfort- 
able ftale is all that we can propofe to our- 
felves on earth* Peace and contentment, 
nut blifs nor tranfport is the full portion of 
man. Perfect joy is ref^rved for heaven. 

But while we reprefs too fanguine hopes 
formed upon human life, let us, in the fe- 
cond place, guard againft the other extreme, 
of repining and difcontent. Enough has 
been already faid to fhew, that notwith- 
/landing the vanity of the world, a confi- 
derable degree of comfort is attainable in the 
prefent ftate. Let the recolled:ion of this 
fcrYe to reconcile ue to our condition, and 
to check the arrogance of complaints and 
murmurs, — What art thou, O fon of man! 
who having fprung but yefterday out of the 
duft dareft to lift up thy voice againft thy 
Maker, and to arraign his providence, be- 
caufe all things are not ordered according 
to thy wifli ? What title haft thou to fin^d 
fatilt with the order of the univerfe, whofe 
lot is fo much bcydnd what thy virtue or 
merit gave thee ground to claim ? Is it no- 

VoL, II. O thing 
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S E R M. thing to thee to have been introduced into 
^ i;^ this magnificent world ; to have been ad- 
mitted as a fpedator of the divine wifdom 
and works ; and to have had accefs to all 
the comforts which nature, with a bountiful 
hand, has poured forth around thee ? Arc 
all the hours forgotten which thou haft pafled 
in eafe, in complacency, or joy ? Is it a 
fmall favour in thy eyes that the hand of 
divine mercy has been ftretched forth to aid 
thee, and, if thou rejed not its proffered 
affiftance, is ready to condufl: thee into a 
happier ftate of exiftence ? When thou com- 
pareft thy condition with thy defert, blufli, 
and be aftiamed of thy complaints. Be filcnt, 
be grateful, and adore. Receive with thank* 
fulnefs the bleflings which are allowed thee. 
Revere that government which at prefent 
refufes thee more. Reft in this concluiion, 
that though there be evils in the world, its 
Creator is wife and good, and has been 
bountiful to thee. 

In the third place, the view which we 
have tak^h of human life fhould naturally 
dired us to fuch purfuits as may have moft 
influence for correding its vanity. There 

are 
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are two great lines of condudt which offer s E R M. 
themfelves to our choice. The one leads ^^il 
towards the goods of the mind ; the other 
towards thofe of fortune. The former^ 
which is adopted only by the few, engages 
<18 chiefly in forming our principles, regu- 
lating our difpofitions, improving all our 
inward powers. The latter, which in every 
age has been followed by the multitude, 
points at no other end but attaining the con- 
veniences and pleafures of external life. 
It is obvious, that, in this laft purfuit the 
Tanity of the world will encounter us at 
every ftep. For this is the region in which 
it reighs, and where it chiefly difplays its 
power. At the fame time, to lay the world 
totally out of view, is a vain attempt. The 
numberlefs ties by which we are conneSed 
with external things put it out of our power 
to behold them with indifference. But 
though we cannot wrap ourfelves up en- 
tirely in the care of the mind, yet the 
more we make its welfare our chief ob- 
jedt, the nearer fhall we approach to that 
happy independence on the world, which 
places us beyond the reach of fuffering from 
its vanity. 

O 2 That 
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S E R M. That difcipline, therefore^ which corre6U 
the eagemefs of worldly paflions, which for- 
tifies the heart with virtuous principles, which 
enlightens the mind with ufeful knowledge^ 
and furnifties to it matter of enjoyment from 
within itfelf, is of more confequence to reaJ 
felicity than all the provifion which we can 
make of the goods of fortune. To this let 
us bend our chief attention. Let us ke^p 
the heart with all diligence^ filing ^^t of It 
' are the ijfues of Ife* Let us account our 
mind the moft important province which is 
committed to our care ; and if we cannot 
rule fortune, ftudyat leaft to rule ourieivcg. 
Let us propofe for our objedt, not worldly 
fuccefs, which it depends not on us to obtain; 
but that upright and honourable dilcharge 
of our duty in every conjunfture, which^ 
through the divine affiftance, is always 
within our power. Let our happincia be 
fought where our proper praife is found ; 
and that be accounted our only real evil, 
which is the evil of our nature ; not that, 
which is either the appointment of Pro- 
vidence, or which arifes from the evil of 
others. 

But 
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But in order to carry on with fuccefs SERM. 
this rational and manly plan of conduft, it >_ ^ '^ 
is neceflary, in the laft place, that to moral, 
we join religious difcipline. Under the 
prefcnt imperfcdion of our minds, and 
amidft the frequent (hock^ which we receive 
from human evils, much do wc ftand m 
need of every affiftafice for fupponing our 
x:onftancy. Of all aiTiftance to which w^ 
can ha^e reoourfe, none is fo powerful ai 
what may be derived from the principles of 
the Ckridtan fa^th* H^ who builds on anry 
other foundaiioft, will find in the day of 
trial that he had built his houfe on the fand. 
Mai;i is ^xvi^^ by his nature to look up to 
a fuporio(P t)eiDg, and to lean upon a ftrengtk 
that is gr^^er than his own. All the con- 
fideratioM which we can offer for confirm^ 
log his mind, prefuppofc this refource, and 
iflerive from it their principal efficacy. 

Never then let us lofe fight of thofe great 
^bje<3:s which religion brings under our view, 
if we hope to ftand firm and eredt amidft the 
dangers and diftrefles of our prefent ftate. 
Let us cultivate all that connexion with the 
great Father of Spirits which our condition 
admits J by piety and prayer; by depend- 
Q 3 ence 
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S E R M. cnce on his aid, and truft in his promifes ; 

N^-i^^^ by a devout fenfe of his prefence, and a 
continual endeavour to acquire his grace and 
favour. Let us, with humble faith and 
reverence, commit ourfelves to the blefled 
Redeemer of the world ; encouraged by the 
# difcoveries which he has made to us of the 
divine mercy, and by the hopes which he 
has afforded us of being raifed to a nobler 
and happier flation in the kingdom of God 
So {hall virtue, grounded upon piety, attaia 
its full ftrength. Infpired with a religious 
fpirit, and guided by rational principles^ we 
fliall be enabled to hold a fteady courfe 
through this mixed region of ple^fure and 
pain, of hopes and fears ; until the period 
arrive when that cloud which the prcfent 
vanity of the world throws over human 
' affairs, fhall entirely difappear, and eternal 
light be diffufed over all the works and 
ways of God. 
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SERMON Vlir. 
On DEATH. 



Psalm xxiii. 4. 



Yea^ though I walk through the valley of the 
Jhadow of deaths I will fear no evily for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy faff ^ 
they comfort me. 

'T^HIS Pfalm exhibits the pleafing pic- SERM. 

ture of a pious man rejoicing in the ^^^^' 

goodnefs of Heaven. He looks around him 

on his ftate, and his heart overflows with 

gratitude. When he reviews the paft part 

of his life, he contemplates God as his 

Jbepberdy who hath made him lie down in 

green pafures^ and led him befde the fill 

waters. When he confiders the prefent, 

he beholds his divine benefador preparing 

a table for him in the prefence xf his jnemies^ 

O 4 and 
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5RRM. and mnkin7 his cup run over. When ho 

V'lII o / 

^_^ ^- , _. looks forward to the future, he confides in 
the fame goodnefs, as continuing to folloisx 
him all fbi days of his Ufe^ and bripgrng him 
to dwell in the boufe of the L/>rd for ever. 
Amidft thefe imager of traoq^uiUity and hap- 
pinefs one objefl prefents itfelf, which is 
fufficient to overcaft the minds and to damp, 
the joy of th«fi greateft part of men ; tbaWs, 
the approach of death. But qn the Pfalmift 
it produced no fuch effed. With perfe^ 
compofure aad ferenity, he looks forward to 
the time when he is to pals throngli the val^ 
ley ofthtjbado%io of death. The profped, 
inftead of dejeding him, appears to heighten 
his triumph, by that fecurity which the pre- 
sence of his almighty Guardian afibrd<id hinj. 
/ will fear no evil^fhr thou art wkb me ; 
and purfuing the alkifion with which he 
had begun, exults in the hope that the fhep- 
herd who had hitherto conduifled him, would 
fupport him with hhfif/fj while ht paiTed 
' through that dark and perilous region, and 
with his rod, or paftoral crock, would guard 
him from every danger. 

Such is the happy diAinftioa wliich 
good meft cjfyoy jft a 5t;aatlon the moft 

; formidablQ 
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formidable to human nature. That threat-^ s E R M. 
enlng fptfdre ^^hich appals others, carries /^^^^' 
no terrour to them. While worldly men 
are juftly faid through fear of Death to be 
all their life - time fubje& to bondage y to ttc 
righteous only it belongs to look on death, 
and fmile. Since then it is in the power of 
religion to confer upon us fo high a pri* 
vikge, let us adventure to contemplate 
fteadily this laft foe whom we rauft all en- 
counter. Let us confider what death is 'in 
itfelf, and by what means good pien are^ 
enabled to meet it with fortitude, ^ Thouglv 
the fuhje£t may be reckoned gloomy, it 
inuft be admitted to bie interefting. The 
clofe of life is a folemn and important 
event, to which every wife man will have 
regard in the general tenour of hia condudi. 
No one can a6t his part with propriety^ 
who confiders not how it is to terminate j 
and to exclude from our thoughts what we 
cannot prevent from atlually taking place^ 
is the refuge of none but the timorous and 
weak. We are more encouraged to enter 
pn this meditation, by refledling on the 
fuperiour advantages which, as Chriftians, 
|V€ enjoy for overcoming the fear of death, 

1 3 beyond 
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S E R M, beyond that holy man whcfe fentiment is 
^^y^^ rtovr before us. Thofe great objeds, which 
he beheld through the medium of types 
and figures, are clearly revealed to us. That 
difpenfation of grace, which in his days 
began to open, is now completed. That 
Efe and immortality, which then only- 
diwned on the world, have now (hone forth 
with full light and fplendour* * 

Death may be confidered in thre© 
irJevvs ; as the fejparation of the foul from 
the body J as the conclufion of the prefent 
Kfe ; as the entrance into a new ftate of 
cxiftence. In the firft view, it is regarded 
as painful and agonizing. In the fecond. 
It is melancholy and dejefling. In the 
third, it is awful and alarming. One of the 
firft inquiries which occurs concerning it is, 
for what purpofes it was clothed with all 
thcfe terrours? Why, under the govern- 
ment of a gracious Being, the termination 
of life was loaded with fo much forrpw and 
diftrefs ? We know that, in confequence of 
the fall, death was inflided as a punifhment 
upon the human race. But no unneceflary 
feverities are ever exercifed by God j and 
I J the 
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the wirdom and goodaefs of the divine plan 8 E R 1$. 
will be much illuftrated, by obfervlng that * 

all the formidable circumftances which at- 
tend death are, in the prefent fituation of 
mankind, abfolutely requilite to the pro- 
per government of the world. The ter-. 
rours of death are, in fa£t, the great guard- 
ians of life. They excite in every indivi- 
dual that defire of felf-prefervation, which 
is Nature's firft law. They reconcile him 
tfi bear the diftrefles of life with patience. 
They prompt him to undergo its ufeful 
and neceflary labours with alacrity; and 
th^ reftrain him from many of thofe evil 
courfes by which his fafety would be en- 
dangered. While they are in fo many re- 
fpeds beneficial to the individual, they arc, 
at the fame time, the fafeguard of focicty. 
If death were not dreaded and abhorred &8 
it is by men, no public order could be pre- . 
ferved in the world. The fword of autho- 
rity wprp lifted up in vain. The fandions 
of law would lofe their effeft. The fcaf- 
fold and the executioner would be derided ; 
and the violent left to trample unreftrained 
on the rights of the peaceful. If, notwith- 
ftanding the reftraints which felf-preferva- 
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8ERM tioft hnpofes, focicty is fo oftcrt diliurbed 
^^' by the crimes of the wicked, what a fcerie 
of confofion would it become^ if capital 
ptinifhrntnts, which are the laft refource of 
government, were of no ill fluence to deter 
offenders ! 

For fuch important ends the cOnclnfioo 
of Kfe has, by the appointment of PrOTt* 
t!ctKe, been made an awful objeft. The 
-ViWty of deatli has been planted with tef- 
roars to the a'pprehcnfion of men. Here-, 
^ in many other inftances, \i'hat fecmed 
zi firft to arraign the goodnefs of theDetty, 
h Upon ihquiry found to confirm it. But 
though, for the moft falutary purpofcs, \t 
W5ts rcquifite that the fear of death flioirf<> 
be a powerful principle in human nature, 
yet, like our other propenfiues, it is apt, 
when left to itfelf, to run into excefs. Qvef 
-many ir ufurps fuch an afcendant as to 
dclrafe their charaQer, and to defeat the 
chief ends of living. To preferve it within 
firch bounds that it (hall not interrupt us in 
performing the proper offices and duties 
of hfe, is the diftindion of the brave man 
above the coward ; and to furmount it in 
fuch a degree, that it fliall not, even in near 

prcfpeiSt^ 
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profped, deje£t our fpirit, or trouble our SKRH. 
peace, is the great preference which virtue 
eujpys above guilt. It lias beea the ftudy 
of tfie wife and reflecting, in every age, to 
attain this fteadinefs of mind. Philofophy 
purfued it as itschief objed:; andprofeflTed 
that the great end of its difcipline was, to 
enable its votaries to conquer the fear of 
death* Let us then, before we have re- 
courfe to the more powerful aid of Religion, 
hearken for a little to what Reafon has fug* 
gefted on this fubjed. Her afliftance may^ 
perhaps, be not entirely defpicablc; and 
though the armour which flie offers be not 
completely of proof, it may ferve, how- 
ever, to turn afide, or to .blunt, fome bf 
the fhafts which are aimed againft us by the 
lad foe. 

After this manner (he may be fuppofed 
to addrefs mankind, in order to reconcile 

them to their fate. Children of men! 

it is well known to you, that you are a 
mortal race. Death is the law of your 
nature, the tribute of your being, the debt 
which all are bound to pay. On tJiefe 
terms you received life, that you iliould be 

ready 
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s E R M. ready to glvef it up, when Providence call* 
VIII. you to make room for* others, who, in like 
manner, when their time is come, (hall 
follow you. He who is unwilling to fub- 
mit to death when heaven decrees it, de- 
ferves not to have livedo You might as 
reafonably complain that you did iiot live 
before the time appointed for your cdrtiing 
Into the world, as lament that you are not 
to live longer, when the period of your 
quitting it is arrived. What divine Provi- 
dence hath made neceflary, human pnP- 
denee ought to comply with cheerfully. 
Submit at any rate you mud ; and is it not 
much better io follow of your own accord, 
than to be dragged reluftantly, and by fotce ? 
What privilege have you to plead, or 
what reafon to urge, why you fliould 
poffefs an exemption from the common 
doom ? All things around you are mortal 
and perifhing. Cities, dates, and empires 
have their period fet. The proudeft monu- 
ments of human art moulder into duft* 
Even the works of nature wax old anJ^ 
decay. In the midft of this univerfal ten- 
dency to' change, could you expe£l that to 
your frame alone a permanent duration 

ihould 
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fliould be given? All who have gone be- serm. 

fore you have fubmitted to the ftrokc of 

death. All who are to come after you, 
ihall undergo the fame fate* The great 

and the good, the prince and the pcafant, 
the renowned and the obfcure, travel isilikc 
the road which lead§ to the grave. At 
the moment when you expire, thoufands 
throughout the world, (hall, together with 
you, be yielding up their breath. Can 
that be held a great calamity which is com- 
mon to you with every thing that lives on 
earth ; which is an event as much accord- 
ing to the courfe of nature, as it is that 
leaves fhould fall in autumn, or that fruit 
{hould drop from the tree when it is fully 
ripe? 

The pain of death cannot be very long, 
and is probably lefs fevere than what you 
have at other times experienced. The pomp 
of death is more terrifying than death itfeljf. 
It is to the weaknefs of imagination that it 
owes its chief power of dejcdiog your fpi- 

^p^s ; for when the force of the mind is 
roufed, there is almoft no paffion in our na- 
ture but what has (hewed itfelf able to over- 
come the fear of death. Honour has defied 

death ; 
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S E R M. death ; love has defpifed it ; ihame had rufli- 
' ed Upon it ; revenge has difregarded it ; grief 
a thoufand times has wilhed for its approach* 
Is it not ftrange that reafon and virtue can-^ 
not give you ftrength to furmount that fear^ 
which, even in feeble minds, fo many paf- 
fions have conquered,? What inconfiftency 
is there in compiaining fo much of the cvila 
of life, and being at the fame time fo afraid 
of what is to terminate them all ! Who can 
tell whether his future life might not teem 
with difafters and miferies, as yet unknown^ 
were it to be prolonged according to his 
wifh ? At any rate, is it defirablc to draw 
life out to the laft dregs, and to wait till old 
age pour upon you its whole ftore of difeafes 
and forrows ? You lament that you are to 
die ; but did you view your fituation pro- 
perly, you would have much greater caufe 
to lament if you were chained to this life 
for two or three hundred years, without 
poffibility of releafe. Expert therefore 
caimly that which is natural in itfelf, and 
which mud be fit, becaufe it is the ^E^^ 
pointment of Heaven. Perform your duty 
as a good fubjed of the Deity, during the 
time alkAted you ; and rejoice that a. 

period 
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period is fixed foryour difmiffion from the S erm. 

VTTT 

prefent warfere. Remember that the fla^ ^^^,-Lf 
vifh dread of death deftroys all the comfort 
k£ that life which you feek to preferve. 
Better to undergo the ftroke of death at 
once, than to live in perpetual mifery from 
the fear of dying. 

Such difcourfes as thefe are fpecious at 
leaft, arid plaufible. The arguments are not 
without ftrength, and ought to produce fome 
cffeft on a confideratc rcfle£ling mind. But 
it ifr to be fufpefted that their eflfcft will be * 
chiefly felt when the mind is calm and at 
*afc ; rdther when fpecularing upon death 
fit a diftance, than when beholding it at 
hand. When the critical moment arrives 
which places the anxious trembling foul on 
the borders of an unknown world, rcafon- 
ings drawn from neceffity and propriety 
will be of fmall avail to quiet its alarms. In 
order to aflford relief, you muft give it hope ; 
you muft promife it protediion ; you muft 
offbr fomewhat on which it can lay hold for 
fopport amidft the ftruggles of labouring 
nature. Hence the great importance of 
thofe difcoveries which revelation has rnade^ 

Vol. II. P and 
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S E R M. and of thofe principles with^ which it fortificn 
> the heart. To the confideration ofthefelct 
lis niext proceed, and obferve their foperibnr 
tfficac^y for furmounting the fear of deatin 
Jn order td judge of their importancfe, it will 
%e proper to take a view <lf ' death ia each 
of thofe lights in which, it^ appears moft 
formidable to mankind. 

— It -may be confidered,:firft^ gs the ^er- 
Trf/iftation of our prefenk exiftcnce ; the final 
period of all its joy 9 and hopes. The con- 
eluding fcene of ,any (iodrfe of aQioaJo 
which we have been engaged with pleafuie, 
even the kft fight of objaSls; which we have 
been long accuftomed to' behold,' feldom 
fails of ftriking the mind with painful re- 
gret. How many circumftances will concur 
to heighten that regret, when tlie time comes 
of our bidding an eternal adieu lo the light 
of day ; to every purfult which had occu- 
pied our attention as citizens of the world ;. 
and to every friend and relation who had 
attached our hearts { How dejeding ia the 
thought to the greateft part of meng that 
the fun (hall rife and the feafohs fhall re- 
turn to others, but no more to them ; and 
5' ' - ttet. 
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that, while their neighboprs are engaged in S E RM. 
th?, uf^al affairs of life, they (hall be (hut J^}"'^ 
up ia a dark lonefome manfion, for- 
gptten, an<^ cut off from among men, as 
though- they h^^d never been ! Ifaid^ in the 
cutting 3^ my daySy I Jhall go to the gates 
oftbcgrawi. I am deprived of the rejidue of 
my years. I Jhall not fee the Lord again in 
the land of the living. I Jhall behold man no 
more ipith the inhabitants , of the world "^^ 
^ Let us now obferve, that the dejed:ion 
Uito..w|}ich yft are apt to fink at fuch a 
juiyJ^ure, will bear proportion to the degree 
of ,p,ur. att^^chment to the objedis which we 
leave, and to the importance of thofe re- 
fources which remain with us when they 
are gone. He who is taking farewel of a 
country through which he had travelled 
withfatisfa^ion, and he who is driven from 
bis native land, with which he had con- 
neAed every idea of fettlement and com- 
fort, will have very different feelings at the 
time of departure^ Such is the difference 
ty:hich, at the hour of death, takes place be- 
tween the righteous and the ungodly. The 
latter knows nothing higher or better than 

V 2 the 
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»£ R M. the prcfent ftatc of exiftcnce. His intcrcfts, 
^^*^* his pleafures, his expcdlations, all centered 
here. He lived folely for the enjoyments 
of this World. Dreadful, therefore, and in- 
fiipportaWe inuft be that event which lepa- 
rates him from thefe for ever. Whereas the 
culture of religion had previoufly formed 
the mind of a Chriftian for a calm and caf^ 
tranfition-from this life. It had infbuded 
him in the proper eftimate of fublunary 
happinefs. It had fct higher profpefts be- 
fore him. It had formed him to a more 
refined tafte of enjoyment, than whiat the 
common round of worldly amufements 
iould gratify. It gave him connexions 
and alliances with fpiritual objeds, which 
are unknown to the men of the worid. 
Hence, though he be attached to life by the 
natural feelings of humanity, he is raifed 
above the weak and unmanly regret of partv 
ing with it. He knew that it was intended 
as preparatory only to a fncceeding ftatc. 
As foon as the feafon of preparation iheuld 
be finilhed, he expected a removal ; and 
i^vhen Providence gives the fignal, he bida 
adieu to the world with compofed ref<^ 
ln^OA and undifturbed heart. What though 

8 death 
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death iatenupt him in the middle 0f his ^ vm**' 
defignsi and break off the plans which he v^-y-l.^. 
had formed, of being ufeful to his family 
a^id the wc^rld ? All thefe he leaves ^ith 
tranquillity in the hands of that Providence 
to which he has ever been accuftomed to 
look tip with refignation ; which governed 
the world wifely and gracioufly, before he 
exifled ; and which he knows wiU continue 
to govern it with equal wifdom and benign 
nity, when he fhall be in it no more. The 
tinp^e of his departure was not left to hi* 
own choice ; but he believes it to be the 
mod proper^ becaufe it is the time chofen 
by him who cannot em Honourable <^^ 
is not that which Jiandetb in length oftime^ 
mr that which is meafured by number 
of years. But wifdom is the grey hair to 
man ; and an unfpotted life is i^ld age \ 
When he beholds his friends and relationg 
mourning around him, his heart may melt| 
but will not be overpowered j for it is re* 
lieved by the thought that he is bidding ^ 

them only a temporary, not an eternal fare- 
wel. He commends them, in the meaft 
tioje, to the bleffing of that God whom he 

* Wifdom of Solomon, iy. 8, 9* 
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^ vm^' has fervcd ; and while he is parting from 
them, he hears a voice which foothes hi»* 
fpirit with thofe comforting word*, ' Leave 
thy fatherltfs children; I will prefer^ them 
alive : and let thy widow truft in.mt *- " 

But death is more than the conclufion 
of human life. It is the gate which, at the 
fame tim^that it clofes on this world, opens 
iiito eternity. Under this view, it has often 
been the fubjedi of terrour to the ferious 
and reflefting. The tranfition they were 
about to make was awfuL Before them lay 
a vaft. undilcovered region, from whofc 
hourn no traveller ever returned to bring 
information of the reception which he found, 
or of the objedls which he met with there. 
The firft conception which fuggeftfr itfelf is, 
that the difembodied fpirit is to appear be- 
fore its Creator, who is then to adl as its 
Judge. The ftrift inquifition which it muft 
undergo, the impartial doom which it muft 
Tiear pronounced, and the unalterable ftate 
to which it fhall be affigned, are jtwful 
forms rifing before the imagination. They 
are ideas which confcience forces upon all. 
• Jerem.^lix. n. 

Mankind 
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Mankind can neither avoid confidering s R R M. 
themfelves as accountable creatures, nor ^'!Il 
avoid viewing death as the feafon when 
their accouac is to be given. Such a fenti- 
mentis with moft men the fource of dread ; 
with all' men, of anxiety. To a certain de- 
gree, a good confcience will convey comfort. 
The refleftion on a well fpent life makes a 
wide difference between the^laft nipments of 
the righteous and the fmner. But whofe 
confcience is fo clear as to ftrike him with 
HO remorfe ? Whofe righteouffiefs is fo un* 
blemifhed as to abide the fcrutiay of the 
great fearcher of hearts ? Who*dare5 reft his 
everlafting fate upon his perfe<3; conformity 
to the rule of duty throughout the whole of 
his life ? 

We muft not judge of the fentimcnts of 
men at the approach of death, by their or-i 
dinary train of thought in the d^ys of health 
and eafe. Their views of moral condu£k are 
then, too generally, fuperficial ; . flight exn 
cufes fatisfy their minds, and the avocations 
©f life prevent their attention from dwelling 
long on difagreeable fubjedts. But when, 
altogether withdrawn from the affairs of the 
world, they are left to their own refledions 
P 4 on 
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s £.R M. on paft coi^du{k ; with tlieir fpidts csdkilkA 
^ ' by difeafe, and ihtir minds^Jinprefied with 
the terrours of aninvifiblc region ; the moft 
lefolute are apt to defpond, and evsn the 
yirtuoua are in danger of finking under the 
remembrance of their errours and frailties^ 
The trembling mind . cafta everywhere 
around an anxious exploring eje after any 
power th^t can ^uphold, any mercy that will 
ihield and fave it* And ^tccordingly we £ee 

• how eagerly every device has been embraced 
which fuperftition could invent in various 
countries^ for quieting the alarms of the 
departing fpirit. 

Here appears the great importance of 
thofe difcoveries which Chriftiariity has made 
concerning the government of the univerfe.. 
It difplays the enfigna of grace and cle- 
mency • It reveals the Almighty, not as a 
creator only and a judge, but as a campaf- 
fionate parent, who knows our frame ^ who 
remembers ive are dts/i^ who pities us as afa^ 
tberpitietb his children ; and with whom there 
i$ forgiv^nefs^ that he may be loved as well 
as feared. Thefe general views, however^ 

, of the divine adminiftration, would not 
have been fufficient to give full relief, if 

they 
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they had not been confirmed by certaia de* S E R M. 

r VIII 

cifiYe fa^ to which the mind can appeal -.^-vr^ 
amidft aH its doubts and fears. Two fuch 
fads the gofpel holds ibrth to us, partica** 
larly adapted to the fitoation of human ha*- 
ture in its greateft extremity ; the atone- 
ment, and the intercefiion of Chrift. There 
is no fentiment more natural to men than 
this, that guilt mud be expiated by fuifet^ 
ing. All gOYcrnment is founded on the 
principle, that public juftice requires com- 
penfation for crimes ; and all religions pro- 
ceed upon the belief, that, in order to the 
pardon of the finner, atonement muft be 
made to the juftice of Heaven. Hence the 
cndlefs variety of facrifices, vi<aims, and ex- 
piations which have filled the earth. The 
great facrifice which our Redeemer offered 
for guilt, coincides with thele natural fen- 
timents of mankind in giving eafe to the 
heart. It (hews us the forfeit of guilt paid 
by a divine perfonage in our behalf; and 
allows us to lookup to the Governor of the 
world, as merciful to the guilty in c6n- 
fiftency with juftice and order. But ftill 
fome anxiety might remain concerning the 
extenfton of that mercy to our own cafe in 

particular* 
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SERM. paitleultr* Aa invifible foveceigri is an 
^^^^* ^ iwFul idea; almighty, unknown power^ is 
always formidable, and would be ready to 
overwhelm the Ipiritof the feeble, were not . 
an interceflbr with- that fovereign revealed. 
This interceflbr is oire who lived and adted 
in our own nature ; who not only knows, 
but who experienced our frailty; who has 
all the feelings of a brother for human in* 
firmity and diftrefs ; who himfelf pafTed 
through that valky of the Jhadow of death 
which is now opening on us j to whofe 
powerful mediation with his Father, wehave 
every encouragement to commit the charge 
of our departing fpirit. — Such is the provi- 
fion which Chriftianity has made for com- 
forting the laft hours of man. The atone- 
ment, and the intcrceflion of Chrift, are the 
refuge of the penitent fmner, and the con- 
fdation of the faint. By their means, the* 
throne of the univerfc is encircled with 
mercy. The cloud which hung over the 
invifibk world begins to be difperfed ; and 
hope brightens through the gloom. 

But what completes the triumph of good 
men ovef death, is the profped of eternal 

' felicity. ' 
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feftcity. -This was the great objeflt after serm. 
which all nations have fighed, as the only , ^^^'' 
complete remedy both of the miferies of life 
arid the fears of death. On this, the learned 
and the ignorant, the civilized and the fa- 
tage tribes of mankind, bent their longing 
eyes ; eagerly grafping at every argument, 
and fondly indulging every hope, that could 
promife them' a propitious Deity, and the 
prolongation of exiftence in a happier ftate. 
B\it beyond wifhesand feeble expedations, 
tKe light of nature coijld hardly reach. 
Even the moft cultivated, philofophical mind 
was, at the hour of diflblution, left in pain-* 
ful fufpenfe. Chriftianity has put an end 
to all hefitation and doubt on this important 
fubjeft. It has drawn afide the veil through 
which reafon eflayed to penetrate ; and ha$ 
difplayed to full view, the future dwellings 
of the fpirlts of the juft, the maniions of 
everlafting reft, the city of the livittg God. 
Not only has it informed us that a ftate of 
perfeft felicity is prepared for the righteous, 
but it has added to this information a variety 
of circumftances which render that ftate 
fenfible to our imagination, and encouraging 
to our hopes. It reprcfents it as fully fe- 

cured 
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SERM. cured by the gracious undertaking of dxc* 
.^1^^ . Saviour of the world. It defcribeff it aa o^v 
tnberitance^ to which he has given his fol- 
lowers a right and title. He is Add to have 
taken poffeffion of it in their name. He 
xofe from the grave as the Jirji-fruits of them 
thatjleep ; and under the charader of their 
fore-runner^ entered into the heavenly re-, 
gions^ / am the refurrediion and the life. 
He that believetb on me^ though be were deud^ 
' yet Jhall be live. I give unto my Jheep eter^ 
nal life. I afcend to my Father and your 
Father^ to my God and your God"^. 

Hence, to thofe who have lived a vir- 
tuous life, and who die in the faith of 
Chrift, the whole afpeft of death is changed. 
Death is to them no longer the tyrant who 
approaches with his iron rod, but the mef- 
fenger who brings the tidings of life and 
liberty. The profpeds which open to them 
cheer their minds. Even in the valley of 
death's {hade, green pajlures appear to rife. 
'They view themielvcs as going forth, not 
to lie filent and fplitary in the darknefs of 
the grave, not to wander forfaken in the 
wide deferts of the univerfe, not even to 

* John, XI. zj.'^'Xr. 17. 

pais 
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pife into a region where they are altogether ^ y^i^ 
ftrangers and unknown ; but to enter on a 
land, new indeed to fight, but by faith and 
hope frequented long before ; where they 
fliall continue to be under the charge of him 
Who hath hitherto been their guardian, he 
ife-united to many of their ancient and be* 
Idved friends, and admitted to join the ia- 
numerable tnultitudc^ gathered out of all nd^ 
ti6}JSj and tongues^ and people^ nsxbo ftand 
btfore the throne of God. They leave bc^ 
hifid the dregs of their nature; and ex.* 
diange this confined and gloomy apartment 
of the univerfe, for the glorious manfions 
of their Father^s houfe. Blefied furely are 
the dying in this hope, and blejfed the dead 
in this fruition, rejltng from their labours^ 
and followed by their works. Good men 
are detained at prefent in the outer court of 
the temple : Death admits them into the 
holy place. As yet, they fojourn in the 
territories of pilgrimage and exile : Death 
brings them home to the native land of 
Spirits. In this world, they are divided 
from one another and mingled with the 
worthlefs and vile; Death unites in one 
aflembly all the pure and the juft^ In the 

fight 
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SE RM. Jjgbt of the uniyerfe theyfemled to die^ dnd 
^'''* ^ their departure was^ taken for utter deftruc^ 
tion. But they are i?i peace. Xheir reward 
alfo is with the Lord^ and the care of them 
with the Mojl Rtgh.^ — Death I wbefe 
is now thy Jling ? Grave ! {njohtr^ is^hy 
viSory ? Where are the terrours with -l^vrhich 
thou haft fo long afiright^d the nations i 
Where arc thy dreary anddefolate dorQains^ 
the haunts of fpedres and fhades, the abhot*r 
red dwellings of darknefs and corruptioi^ ? 
At the touch of the divine rod, thy vifioti- 
ary horrours have fled. The fpell is brokeOt 
The dawn of the celeftial morning has dif- 
pelled thy difmal gloom ; and, inftead of the 
habitations of dragons^ appears the paradife 
of God. 

But fuppofing both the regret of quit- 
ting life, and the dread of entering into a 
future ftate to be overcome, there is ftiH 
one circumftance which renders death forr 
midable to many; that is, the {hock wh|^^ 
nature is apprehended to fuftain at the 
feparation of the foul irov^ the bpdy. 
Formidable, I admit, this may juftlyren- 

• Wifdom of SolomoDj ia. i, 3%— v. j^, * ' * 

der 



Digitized by 



Google 



On.Ihath. 223 

der it 10 them whofe languiihing fpirks serm. 
have no inward fund whence they can then 
draw relief. Jirmnefs and ftrength of 
mind is peculiarly recjuifite for the fuppbrt 
.of natqre in its laft, extremity j and that 
ftrepgth is fupplied by religion. The tefti- 
jOiiQny of a, good confcience, and. the re- 
•mambrance of a virtuous life, a well- 
grounded iruft in the 4ivine acceptance, and 
a firm hope of future felicity, a^e principles 
fufficient to give compofure and fortitude 
to the heart, evien in the midft of agony. 
In what a high degree they can fufpend or 
.alleviate the feelings of pain, has been fully 
demonftrated by the magnanimous beha- 
viour of fuch as have fufFered death in the 
qaufe of confcience and religion. How 
often has the world beheld them advancing 
to meet that fuppofed king of terrpurs, not 
with calomefs only, but with joy ; raifed 
by divine profpefts and hopes, into an en- 
tire negleA and contempt of bodily fuffer- 
ing?. 

It is not without reafop that a peculiar 
afliftance fifom heaven is looked for by good 
men at the hour of death. As they are 
taught tp be^pve, that in all the emergen- 
cies 
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s E R.M. cies of their life divine goodnefs tas watched 
*^ over them, they have ground to conclude, 
that at the laft it will not forfake them ; but 
that at the feafon when its aid is moft 
needed, it fliall be mbft: liberally commu- 
nicated. Accordingly, a perfuafion fo con- 
gruous to the benignity and compaffion of 
the father of mercies, has been the comfort 
of pious men in every age. My Jlejh and 
my heart failetb ; but God is tbejlrength of 
my heart. In the valley of the Jhadow of 
death I will fear no evily for thou art with 
me. When the rodandjlaffoi this Shepherd 
of Ifrael are held forth to his expiring fer* 
vanls, declining nature needs no other fup- 
port. The fecret influence of his reviving 
\ Spirit is fufficient for their corifolation and 
ftren^th, while the painful ftruggle with 
mortality lafts; till at length, when the 
moment arrives that the Jilver cord muf he 
loofed^ and the golden bowl be broken^ their 
Almighty ProteAor carries oflTthe immortal 
fpirit unhurt by the fall of its earthly tabcr* 
nacle, and places it in a better manfion.— • 
How refpedable and happy is fuch a con- 
clufion of human life, when one in this 
manner quits the flage of time, honoured 

and 
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ifad fupported with the prcfence of his SERM. 
Creator, and enjoying, till the laft momeilt 

• of refleftion^ the pleafing thought, that he 
has not lived in vain ! I have fought a good 

Jight ; / havejini/hed my courfe ; / have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteoufneji^ which the Lord the 
right eoas Judge Jball give me at that day *• 

After the viev^r which we have taken 
of the advantages poflefled by good men for 
overcoming the fears of death, the firft fen* 
timent which fhould arife in our minds is 
gratitude to Heaven for the hopes tvhich 
we enjoy by means of the Chriftian reli- 
gion. How deprefled and calamitous Was 
the human condition, as long as the tetrour 
of death hung, like a dark cloudy over the 
inhabitants of the earth j when, after all the 
toils of life, the melancholy filence of the 
grave appeared finally to clofe the fcene of 
' exiftence j or, if a future ftate opened be- 
hind it^ that ftate teemed with all thofe 
forms of horrour which confcious guilt 
could fuggeft to a terrified imagination ! 
Th« happieft change which ever took place 

• t Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

Vol. II. Q^ iu 
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s E RM. in the circumftanccs of the liutnan raccj m 
^^^^^ that produced by the difcoverics with which 
we are bleffed concerning the government* 
of the univerfe, the redemption of the wodd^ 
and the future deftination of man. How 
much dignity is thereby added to the hu- 
man charadtcr and ft ate ! What light and 
cheerfulnefs is incroduced into our abode I 
What eternal praife is due to Him, who^ 
according fo bis abundant mercy ^ hath begot-^ 
ten us again into a lively hope^ by the refur^ 
- region of ye/us Chriftfrom the dead^ to an 
inheritance tncarmptible^ nndefiled^ and that 
fadeth not away^ referved in heaven ! 

The next e]9fe£t whicTi the fabjeft we 
have confidcred fhould produce, is an ear- 
neft defire to acquire thefe advantages which - 
good men enjoy at their death* The road 
which leads td them is plain and obvious^ 
A peaceful and happy death is, by the ap- 
pointment of Heaven, eonne<fled with a 
holy and virtuous life. Let us renounce 
criminal purfuits and pleafures % let us fear 
God, and keep his commandments; let us 
bold faith and a good confcience^ if we hope 
for. comfort at our laft hour. To prepare 

for 
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for this laft hour, every wife man ihoukl ^*^**- 
confider as his moft important concern. 
' Death may juftly be hdd the teft of life, 
Xet a man have fopported. his charader 
i^h eftcem and applaufe, as long as he 
adted on the bufy ftage of the world, if at 
the end he finks into dejedion and terronr, 
all his former honxMir is effiiced ; he departs 
under the imputation of either a guilty con* 
faience or a pufillanimous mind. In the 
cfther parts of human cohdud, difguife and 
ibbtlety may impofe on the \vorid ; but 
feldom can artifice be fupported in the hour 
of death. The mafic mofl: commonly falls 
off, and the genuine charader appears* 
When we biehold the fcene of life clofed 
with proper compofure and dignity^ we 
naturally infer integrity and fortitude. We 
are led to believe that divine afilfiance fup- 
ports the foul, and we prefage its tranfition 
into a happier manfion. Mark the perftdl 
man^ and behold the upright', for the end of 
that man is peace *. 

The laR inftru£lion which our fubjeft 
points out, refpe£ts the manner in which a 

* Pfalm xxviit 37, 

Qj2 wife 
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S£RM. ^i^e and good man ought tq ftand afieded 
^ ^y^ towards life and death. He ought not to 
be fcrvilely attached to -the one. He has* 
no reafon abjedly to dread the other. Life 
1% the gift of God, which he may juftly 
cherifk and hold dear. Nay, he is bound 
by all fair means to guard and pr^ferve it, 
that he may continue Jto be ufeful in that 
poft of duty where Providence has placed 
him.* But there are higher principles to 
which the love of life fhould remain fub* 
ordinate. Wherever religion, virtue, or true 
honour, call him forth to danger, life ouglit 
to be hazarded without fear. • There is a 
generous contempt of death, which fhould m 
diftinguifli thofe who live and walk by the 
faith of immortality. This is the fource 
of courage in a Chriftian. His behaviour 
ought to fhew the elevation of his foul above 
the prefent world ; ought to difcover the 
liberty which he poflefles, of following the 
native fentiments of his mind, without any 
of thofe reftraints and fetters which the fear 
of death impofes on vicious men. 

At the fame time, this rational contempt 

x)f death muftcarefully be diftinguifhed from 

' that inconfiderate and thoughdefs indifFer^ 

ence. 
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cnce, with which Ibme have affcdcd to treat s E r m. 
it. This is what cannot be juftificd on any 
principle of reafon. Human life is no trifle, 
which men may play away at then- pleafure. 
Death, in every view, is an important event. 
It is the moft folemn crifis of the human ex- 
iftence. A good man has reafon to meet it 
with a calm and firm mind. But ixo man 
is entitled to treat it with oflentatious levity. 
It calls for manly ferioufnefs of thought. It 
requires all the recolledion of which we are 
capable; that with the proper difpofition of 
dependent beings, when the duft is about 
to return to its dujl^ we may dejivcr up the 
Jpirit to him who ^ave it. 
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SERMON IX- 

On the Happiness of a FutORE SxAtE, 

[f reached at tjie Celebration of the Sacramont cf xho 
J-ord^s Supper.] 



REVELATIONS, vii. 9. 

• ^Jler this I bebel(f% cind^ lo I a great multU 
tudcy which no man could number^ of all 
nations^ and kindreds ^ and people ^ and 
tongues ^^ood before the throne^ and before 
the Lamh^ clothed with white robes ^ and 
palms in their handsi. 

15 ^ R M. T N this myftcrious book of Scripture many 
^ • revolutions are foretold, which were to 

take place in the church of God, They 
are not indeed fo foretold as to afford clear 
and precife information concerning the time 
of their coming to pafs. It would have 
been, on manv accounts, improper to have 

3 lifted 
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lifted up too far that awful veil which co- SBi^M. 

• • . . IX 

vers futurity. The intention of the Spirit 

of God, was not to gratify the curiofity of 
the learned, by difclofmg to thpnvthe fate of 
monarchies and nations^ but to fatisfy the 
f«riou8 concerning the general pls^n, And finj^ 
iffiie of the divine government. Amidft 
thofc diftrefles which befielChriftians during 
the firft ages, the difcoveries nei^ade in this 
book were peculiarly feafonable; as they 
fliewed that there was an Almighty Guard- 
ian, who watched wUh particular attention 
over the interefts of the church which he 
had formed, who forefaw all the commo- 
tions which were to happen among the 
kingdoms of the earth, and would fo over^ 
rule them as to promote in the end the 
caufe of truth. This is the chief fcope of 
thofe myftic vifions with which the Apoftle 
John was favoured j of feals opened in 
heaven, of trumpets founding, and vials 
poured forth. The kingdom of darkneis 
was to maintain for a while a violent ftruggl^ 
ggainfl: the kingdom of light. But at the 
conclufion, a voice was to be heard, as the 
voic^ of m(iny waters and of mighty thunder^ 
fngs^ fayingy Allclujab^ for the Lord God 
Ct.4. Omni^ 
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S E R M, Omnipotint reignetb. The kingdoms of tbU 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lor 4 
and of bis Chrlji^ and be Jhall reign for ever*. 
Such is the profped: with which the Divine 
Spirit at intervals enlightens, and with which 
he finally terminates, the many dark and 
direful fcenes that are exhibited in this book. 
In clofing the canon of fcripture, he, with 
great propriety, leaves upon our mind deep 
impreffions of the triumphs of righteouf- 
nefs, and of the bleffednefs of the redeemed. 
j4/}er this I beheld^ and^ lo I a great multitude^ 
nvblcb no man could number^ of all nations^ 
and kindreds^ and people^ and tongues^ Jlood 
before the throne^ and before the Lamb^ clothed 
with white robes ^ and palms In their bands. 

Thefe words prefent a beautiful defcrip- 
tion of the happinefs of faints in heaven j 
a fubjed on which it is, at all times, both 
comfortable and improving to meditate. 
On this day in particular, when we are to 
commemorate the dying love of our Sar 
viour, we cannot be better employed than in 
contemplating what his love hath purchafed^ 
in order both to awaken our gratitude, and 
to confirm our attachment to him. The 

• Rev. xlx. 6. — xi. 15, 

facramen^ 
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facrament of the fupper is the oath of our S E R. M. 
fidelity. Let us difpofe ourfelves for cele- ' 

brating it, by taking a view of the rewards 
whiyh await the faithful • I fhall for this 
end, in feveral obfervations from the words 
of the text, taken in connexion with the 
context, endeavour to illuftrate, in fome 
imperfeft degree, the profpedl which is 
here afforded us of a ftate of future felicity; 
arid then fhali make pradical improvement 
of the fiibjed« 

I. What the words of the text moft 
obvioufly fuggeft is, that heaven is to be 
conOdered as a ftate of blefled fociety. A 
multitude^ a numerous aflembly, are here 
reprefented as fharing together the fame 
felicity and honour. Without fociety, it is 
impofiible for man to be happy. Place 
bim in a region where he was furrounded 
with every pleafure ; yet there, if he found 
himfelf a folitary individual, he would pine 
smd languiih. They are ru>t merely our 
wants, and our mutpal dependence, but 
our native inftind^ alfo, which impel us to 
aflbciate tc^ether. The intercourfe which 
^e here maintain with our fellows is a 

fource 
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SE R M. fource of our chief enjoyments. But, alas! 

, ^^^^_^ how much are tbefe allayed by a variety of 
difagreeable circumflances that enter into 
dSX our connexions ! Sometimes we fuffer 
from the diftreflfes of thofe whom we love ; 
and fomctimes from their vices or frailties. 
Where friendihip is cordial, it is expoled 
to the wounds of painful fympathy, and to 
tbe anguifli of violeat feparation* Where 
)t is fo cool as not to occafion fympathetic 
pains, it is never productive of much plea^ 
fure. The ordinary commerce of the world 
cottTifts in a circulation of frivolous iaterf- 
courfe, in which the heart has no concerii. 
It is generally infipid, and often fourcd by 
the flighteft difference in humour, or op^ 
pofition of intereft. We fly to company, io 
order to be relieved from wearifome corre* 
fpondence with ourfelves; and the vexations 
which we meet with in fociety drive us 
back again into folitude. Even among the 
virtuous, difienfions arife; and difagree* 
meat in opinion too often produces aliena* 
tion of heart. We form few connexions 
where fomewhat does not occur to difap^ 
point our hopes. The beginnings are often 
pleafing. We flatter ourfelves with having 

foun4 
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foun4, thofc who will never give us any SERM» 
di%uft. But we^kneiTes are too foon dii^ v 
covered* . Sufpicions arife, and love waxes 
cold* We are jealous of one another, and 
accuilomed to live in difguife* A ftudied 
civility affumes the name without the plea- 
fure of friendihip \ and iecret animofity and 
envy are often concealed under the careflea 
of diifembled afie6;ion* 

Hence, the pleafure of earthly fociety, 
like all our other pleafures, is extremely im- 
perfed ; and can give us a very faint con-, 
ception of the joy that muft arife from the 
fociety of perfedt fpirits in a happier worlds 
Here, it is with diflSculty that we can fc-r 
icft from the corrupted crowd a few with 
whom we wifli to aflbciate in ftrifl: union* 
There, are affembled all the wife, the holy^ 
|ind the juft, who ever exifted tn the uni^ 
verfe of God j without any diftrefs to 
trouble their mutual blifs, or any fource of 
difagreement to interrupt their perpetual 
harmony* Artifice and concealment are 
unknowq there. There, no competitors 
flruggle, no fadions contend; no rivals 
(upplant each other. The voice of difcord 

never 
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s E R M. never rifes, the whifper of fufpiclon never 
circulates, among thofe innocent and be- 
nevolent fpirits. Each, happy in himfelf, 
participates in the happinefs of all the reft ; 
and, by reciprocal communications of love 
and friendfhip, at once receives from and 
adds to the fum of general felicity. Re- 
new the memory of the moft affectionate 
friends with whom you were bleft in any 
period of your life. Diveft them of all 
thofe infirmities which adhere to the hu- 
man charaden Recall the moft pleafing 
and tender moments which you ever en- 
joyed in their fociety; and the remem- 
brance of thofe fenfatioils may aflift you 
in conceiving that felicity which is pof- 
feffed by the faints above. The happinefs 
of brethren dwelling together in unity is, 
with great juftice and beauty, compared by 
the Pfalmift to fuch things as are moft; re- 
frefhing to the heart of man ; to the fra- 
grancy of the richeft odours, and to the 
reviving influence of foft etherlal dews. 
It is like the precious ointment poured on the 
bead of Aaron ; and like the dew of Hermon, 
even the dew that defcendeth on the moun^ 

tains 
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taint of Ziotij where the Lord commandetb SERM. 
the blejfmg^ even life for evermore *. 
• Beiides the feKcity which fprings from 
perfcdl/love, there are two circumftances 
' iwVi^h ' pvticujarly enh?ince the bleflednefs 
qf that multitu4e who Jinnd before the throne; 
tfefe are, accefs to the moft exalted fbcicty, 
and renewal of the moft tender connexions. 
The former is pointed out in the fcripturc 
hj joining the innumerable company of angels^ 
and the general ajfembly and church of the 
frjl^orn ; by fitting down with Abraham^ 
and IfaaCy and Jacobs in the kingdom of 
heaven f j a prOmife which opens the fu- 
bjiitieft profpedts to the human mind. It 
allows good men to entertain the hope, that 
feparated from all the dregs of the human 
mai^, from that mixed and polluted crowd 
in the midft of which they now dwell, they 
Ihall be permitted to mingle with prophets, 
patriarchs, and apoftles, with legiflators and 
heroes, with all thofe great and illuftrious 
fpirits, who have flione in former ages as 
the fcrvants of God, or the benefadlors of 
men ; whofe deeds we are accuftomed to 
celebrate ; whofe fteps we now follow at a 

* Piulm cxxxiii. i. j* Jleb. xii. 32, aj. Manh. viil. 1 1. 

dlftange ; 
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8 E R If. diftance ; and whofe names we prbnounee 
with veneration. 

United to this high afletnbly, the' Weflcd 
at the fame time renew th'ofe ancient coti-» 
hexions with virtuous f^rictids which had 
been diffolved by death. The profpeft <>f 
• this awakens in the heart the moft pl6afing 
and tender fentiment w^hidh perhapij caa lill 
it in this mortal ftate. Fbr^ of all the- for* 
rows which we are here doomed to eftdufe, 
none is fo bitter as that occafion^d by the 
fatal ftroke which feparates us, in appear-- 
dnce, for ever, from thofe to whom either 
nature or friendfllip had intimately joined 
our hearts. Memory, from time to time, 
renews the anguifhj opens the wound 
which feemed once to have been clofed * 
and, by recalling joys that are paft andgon^^ 
touches every fpring of painful fenfibiJity. 
In thefe agonizing monients, how relieving 
the thought, that the feparation is dnlf 
temporary, not eternal ; that there is a time 
to come, of re-union with thofc with whoni 
our happieft days were fpent ; whofe joys 
and forrows once were ours j and from 
whom, after we (hall have landed on the 
peaceful ihore where they dwell> no revo- 
lutions 
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Ititions of nature (hall ever be able to part SERM. 
lifnrore ! — Such is the fcciety of the blefled ^^.J^ 
above. Of fuch are the multitude com- 
po&d who^anJ before the throne. Let u« 

now obferve, 

IL That this is not only a foleffed kit a 
numerous fociety. It is called a multitudti 
a great multitude^ a great multitude which no 
THon eould nufuber. Thefe expreflioms con- 
vey the moft enlarged views of the kingdom 
of glOTy. Difmay not yonrfelves wiUi the 
apprefaenfion of heaven being a confined 
and almoft inacceffibie region, into Tnrhddh 
it is barely poffible for a (mail liaAdful ta 
^in admiffion, after making their efcape 
from 'the general n^^eck of ^e human 
race. In my Fathers hotfe^ farid oar SaK 
viour, there are many manfons. tliat city 
^flhe living Gody towards ivhidi you pwrfefe 
to bend your courfe, is prepared for die 
reception of citizens innumerable. It at- 
reardy abounds with inha;bitantfs; and inOTe 
and more fhall be added to it, until the end 
ef time. Whatever diflS^ultics there are in 
fhe way which leads to it, they liave been 
irfteft furmoumed. The path, theo^^wr- 

row. 
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s E R M, row, is neither impaffable, nor untroddeflL 
l^_j Though the gate ftands not fo wide ^WSt 
which opens into hell, yet through thrnwr- 
row gate multitudes have entered, and been 
crowned. 

It is much to be lamented, that, among all 
denominations of ChriiHans, the unchari- 
table fpirit has prevailed of unwarrantably 
circumfcribing the terms of divine grace 
within a narrow circle of their own dra\y- 
ing. The one half of the Chriftian world 
has often doomed the other, without mercy, 
to eternal perdition^ Without the pale of 
that church to which each fe£t belongs, they 
feem to hold it impofTible for falvation to be 
attained. But is this the genuine fpirit of 
the Gofpel ? Can a Chriftian believe the 
effeAs of the fufferings of Chrift to be no 
greater than thefe ? For this did the Son of 
God defcend from the highefl: heavens, and 
pour out his foul unto the death, that only 
a few, who adopt the fame modes of 
expreflion, and join in the fame forms of 
worihip with us, might be brought to the 
kingdom of heav&n ? Is this all the deli- 
verance be has wrought upon the earth f He 
was with child; be was in pain ; and fhall 
7 he 



Digitized by 



Google 



if a Future State, 2^1 

hf not fee af the travail of bis Joul^ and be 3 B R M. 
fati^mi^ Surelyi the Scripture has given ^^' 
Q8 full ground to conclude, that the trophies 
of our Redeemer's grace fhall correfpond to 
the greatnefs of his power. I'be Captain of 
^ur falvation Jhall bring many fons witb 
bia/e/f to glory. Tbe pleafure of the Lord 
Jhall profper in bis hand. He Jball fee his 
feed I be fhall juflify many. Men fhall be 
bUffed in bim^ and all nations fhall call bim 
blejfed. For our farther encouragement^ 
let us obferve, 

III. That the heavenly fociety is repre- 
fented in the text, as gathered out of all the 
varieties of the human race. This is inti- 
mated by the remarkable expreilions of a 
multitude which no man could number^ of all 
nations^ and kindreds^ and people y and tongues; 
as if defigned on purpofe to contQi our 
narrow notions of the extent and power of 
divine grace. They whom diflant feas and 
regions now divide, whofe languages and 
manners are at prefent ftrange to one an- 
other, (hall then mingle in the fame aifem- 
bly. No fituation is fo remote, and no 
ftation fo unfavourable, as to preclude accefs 
to the heavenly felicity. A road is opened 

Vol. II. R by 



Digitized by 



Google 



SE^M, % the Divine Spirit to thofe hHfsfufWi- 
tations from all comers of the eartln f^nd 
from all cOiidifions of human life ; from 
the peopled city, and from the fditary de-* 
* fert ; from the cottages of the poor, anU 
from the palaces of kings ; from the dwell- 
ings of ignorance and' fimplicity^ and froia 
the regions of fcience and improvement* 
^beyjball come^ fays oiir Wefled Lord him- 
felf^ from the eajl^ Mid from the ivefi^ frcmi 
the nortb^ and from the foutb^ and ft down /m 
the kingdom of God *. 

Such difcoveries ferve hoth to enlarge our 
conceptions of the extent of divine good- 
nefs, and to remove thofe fears v^rhich are 
ready to anfe from particular (ituations in 
life. Were you permitted to draw afide the 
veil, and to viewthat diverfified aflembly 
of tlie blefled who furround the throne, you 
would behold among them numbers who 
have overcome the fame difficulties which 
encounter you, and which you dread as 
infuperable. You would behold there the 
uninftrufl:cd, with whom an upright inten- 
tion fuppUcd the place of knowledge ; the 
feeble, whom divine grace had ftrength- 
cned J and the mifled, whom it had brought 

* Xiulc, xui. 29. 

back 
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fcack iBto' the right path. You would be- S E R m. 
hold the young who had furmounted the 
allurements of youthful pleafure, and the 
old who had borne the diftrcfs of age with 
undecayed conftancy ; many whom want 
dould not tempt tb diflibnefty ; ' miny whom 
riches did not feduce into pride or impiety j 
many who, ia the moft difficult and enfna- 
ring circumftances, in the midft of canjpa 
and armies, and corrupted courts, had pre- 
ferved tinfullied integrity. In a woTd^Jrom 
fill kimlreds and people; that is, from all 
ranks of life, and all tribes of men, even 
from among publicans and JinnerSy you 
would behold thofe whom divine affiftance 
had cooduded to future glory.-^And is 
not the fame affiftance, in its full extent, 
offered alfo to us ? EncompafTed, while 
we run the Chriftian race, with this cloud of 
nvitnejfes who have finifhed their courfe 
with fuccels ; animated, while yjtjight the 
good Jigbty with the fhouts of thofe who 
have overcome and are crowned, fhall de- 
fpair enervate or dejed our minds ? From 
the happy multitude above, there iffues a 
voice which ought to found perpetually in 
the ear of ^ faith. Be ye faithful unto the 
deaths and yejhall receive the crown of life ; 
R 2 ^^ Be 
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SE R M, Bejlrof^ in the Lordy and in the power of 
bis might ; Be followers of us who through 
faith and patience are now inheriting the 
pr4)mifes. Confidcr, 

IV* The defcription given in the text 
of the happinefs and glory of the heavenly 
fociety* They were beheld by the Apoftks 
Jlandiag before the throne^ and before the 
Lamby dotbed with white robes ^ and palms 
in their hands. All that thefe palms and 
white rBbes import y it 18 not giveit \» now 
to underftand. We know that among all 
nations they have been ufed as enfignaof joy 
and vidory ; and are undoubtedly employed 
here to reprefent that diftingulftied felicity 
and honour to which human nature ihall be 
tben advanced. But we mud be endowed 
with the faculties of the bleffed, in order to 
comprehend their employments and plca- 
fures ; and therefore on this part of the 
fubjedi I ftiall not attempt to enlarge. The 
filence of humble and refpedful hope bec>^ 
ter becomes us, than the indulgem:e of thoAs 
excurfions of fancy, which degrade thb fub^ 
jed they endeavour to exalt. 

One circumftance only cinnot fail to at- 

trad particular attentioQ; that the blefled 

12 are 
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are here dcfcribed as Jianding before the SERM« 
throne^ and Jbefore the Lamb; that ia, err- ^^* 
joying the immediate prefence of the great 
Qreator, and of the merciful Redeemer of 
the world. The unhappy diftance at which 
we are now removed from God^ is the 
fburce of all our woes. Thofe territories 
which we inhabit are not his abode. They 
arc regions of exile. They are the dwell- 
ings of a fallen race ; and are condemned 
to be invefted with clouds and darknefs. 
Here, God flandeth afar off. In vain we 
often purfue his prefence through his works^ 
his ways, and his religious inflitutions. He 
is feid to be a God that bidetb btmfelf He 
dwelletb^ as to us, in the fecret place of 
thunder. lie boldetb back the face cf bit 
t^hrone^ and fpreadeth a thick cloud upon km 
The manifeftation of his prefence fhall be 
the fignal for the reftovatioa of all things* 
When that Sun of rigbteoufnefs breaks forth 
from the cloud which now conceals him^ 
forrow and fin, and every evil thing, fhall 
fly away before the brightnefs of his face* 
For neither guilt nor mifery can remain 
where God dwells. As the rifmg of the 
fun transforms at once the face of nature^ 
R 3 and 
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s E R M, and converts the whole extent of fpart^ 
^^' over which his beams are fpread, into 4. 
region of light j fo (hall the divine prefence, 
as foon as it is revealed, diffufe univerfal 
blifs over all who behold it. It imports 
fulncfs' of joy ^ and pleafure for evermore. 
The infpired writer of this book thus de- 
fcribes its effedls : 7here Jhall be no more 
deaths neither forroWy nor crying^ nor pain z 
for the former things are paffed away. He 
that fat upon the throne faid^ Behold^ I make 
all things new. Theyfhall hunger no mofty 
neither thirjl any more. But the Lamb 
which is in the midji of the throne Jhall feed 
them J and Jhall lead them unto living fomn^ 
tains of water. God Jhall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes. But, defcending from 
this too fublime theme, let us, 

V. Turn our attention to a clrcumftance 
in the ftate of future happinefs^ more com- 
menfurate to our prcfent conceptions, wkidi 
is fuggefted by the commentary upon the 
words of the text given in the fequel of 
the chapter. And one of the elders anfwered^ 
faying unto me^ What are thefe which are ar^ 
rayed in white robes ; and whence came they ?. 

Jnd 
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Ajndifaid unto bim^ Sir, tbou knowejl. And S £ R M. 
be fdd unto, me^ Tbefe are they wbicb came ^' * 
out of great trihdation *♦ This explanatory 
circumftance may relate particularly to the 
cafe of thofe primitive fuflferers who en- 
dured feverc perfecution in the caufe of the 
^ofpel. But, in general, it prefents this na* 
tural and beautiful view of the future feli- 
city of good men, that it is their reft from 
the troubles and toils of life. For, to all, 
even to the happieft, human life is tribula- 
tion and conflia. No roan is thoroughly 
^t eafe in his condition. Purfuits fucceed- 
ing to pqrfuits keep us in conftant agitation ; 
while frequent returns of difappointment 
break our plans, and opprefs our fpirits* — 
fatigued by fuch a variety of toils, mankind 
have ever looked forward to reft as their 
favourite objedi. Throughout all their 
ranks, from the higheft to the lowcft, they 
^e in perpetual chafe of it ; and it per- 
petually flies before them. It is an objeft 
which here they are doomed always to 
fcek, aad never to enjoy. 

The nature and laws of our prefent ftate 
adnut not the gratification of this favourite 
♦ Rev. viii. 13, ,14. 

R 4 wi(h. 
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s £ R M. wifli. For, befides the neceffity rf trouble id 
order to fulfil the purpofes of difcipline and 
improvement, our very happinefs, fuch ut it 
is in this world, requires a circulation of la^ 
hours. Our enjoyment conlifts in purfuit, 
not in attainment. Attainment is with us, 
for moft part, the grave of pleafure. Had 
we no objeft to excite fre& adlirity, and to 
impel us to new toils, "human life would 
quickly flagnate in melancholy indolence. 
At the fame time the current of all our 
wiflies tends to repofe. Imaginary forms 
float inceflantly before our view, of the hap-» 
pinefs which is to be enjoyed in reft : And 
from this confli£k between our wifhes on the 
one hand, and our adual fituation on the 
other, arife much of the difquiet, and much 
of the infelicity of human life. It is only 
in heaven that the tranquil repofe, which on 
earth is no more than a plealing phantom, 
ftiall be fully realized. There, remainctb ak 
laft a reft for the people of God; reft from, the 
difturbance of pallion, the vanity of purfuit, 
and the vexation of difappointment ; reft 
from all the fins and the forrows of this 
miferable world ; reft, which Ihall not be 
merely an indolent ceftation from labour^ 
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but a full and fatisfying enjoTUiciit. Qood S *.V^* 
mtn Jball refi from their labours^, and their 
tiwij Jball follow them. They have comt 
mt of great trOulatioa. They have fulfilled, 
with honour, their appointed courfe of triaL 
They have fat down in the feat of the Coa- 
queror ; and of pafl labours nothing remains 
but the pleafing review, and the happy 
fruitsr. There is flill to be confidered, 

VI. One very material ciijEsumftance de-^ 
fcriptive both of the charader, and of the 
happinefs of thofe who enjoy the heavenly 
bHfs. Not only have they come out of great 
iribulation^ but, as the Spirit of God a44i iu 
explaining the t«t, they haw wa/hed their 
robes J and made them white in the Mood of 
the Lamb *• Two things are here fuggefted ; 
the fan£tity of the blefied, and the means by 
li^hich it is attained. 

Fhrft, their fan<aity or purity is emUema* 
tically defcribed, by their being clothed in 
r^bes which are wajhed and made white. 
In order to qualify bumaa nature for the 
enjoyment of fuch happinefs as I have ei>- 
deavoured to defcribe, it miift undergo a 

* Rev. vlii. 14. 

change 
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SBRM4 change fo great, as to receive in Scripture 
.,^ g^ 1^ the appellation of a new birth ; a change to 
which all the inftitutions of religion, and 
all the operations of grace contribute in this 
life, but which is not completed till the next. 
In this fandlity, or regeneration, coafift, not 
only the neceflary preparations for future 
felicity, but, which is not fo commonly "at- 
tended to, confifts an eflential part of that 
felicity itfelf. For whence arifes the mi- 
fcry of this pcefent world ? It is not owing 
to our cloudy atmofphere, our changing fea- 
fons and inclement flcies. It is not owing 
to the debility of our bodies, or to the uii^ 
equal diftribution of the goods of fortune. 
Amidft all difadvantages of this kind, a pure, 
a fteadfaft, and enlightened mind, pofleffed 
of exalted virtue, could enjoy itfelf in peace, 
and fmile at the impotent affaults of fortune 
^ and the elements. It is within ourfelves 

that mifery has fixed its feat. Our difor- 
dered hearts, our guilty paflions, our vio* 
lent prejudices, and mifplaced defires, are 
the inftruments of the torment which we 
endure. Thefe fharpen the darts which 
adverfity would otherwife point in vain 
againfl: us. Thefe are the vials of wrath 

which 
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tvjiich pourToxth plagues on the inhabitant* s«R vu 
of tfie earth j and njftke the dwellings of 
nations become the abodes of. woe. Thence 
difcontent and remorfe gnaw the hearts of 
individuals. Thence fociety is torn by open 
Tiolence, or undermined by fecrec treachery;* 
and man is transfornxji^d into a favage to- 
man. 

But fuppofe fin to be baniflied from the 
world ; fuppofe perfed purity and charity 
to defcend from heaven, aii^T^o animate 
evcpy human breaft; and you wpuld be- 
hold the prefent habitation of men changed 
into the paradife of God. The undifturbed 
enjoymtnt of a holy, mind, ^nd of a bliiiful 
union with one another, would fcarcely, al- 
low, us to feel thofe external evils of which 
we now fo loudly complain. All nature 
would afTume a different appearaace around 
us. That gplden age whicji was fo long 
the fubjeft of the philofopher's dream, aiid 
of the poet's fong, would in fad take place.. 
According to the beautiful language of an-, 
clent prophecy, j^r/Af^j would then rife in 
the defirt^ and rivers be opened in the tbirftf 
land. The wildemefs atid tbefditary place 
Hfio^ld be glad, l^be wolf wotdd dwell with ^ 
, * ' the 
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S E R M. the tan^^ and the leopard lie down with the 
kid. Judgment would dwell in the wilder^ 
nefs^ and rigbteoufnefs remain in the fruitful 
field. Tbe defert would rejoice^ and blojbtk 

as the rofe. If fuch, even in this world, 

would be the effetSts of innocence and vir« 
tue completely reftored, how much greater 
muft they be in that new earth and thofe new 
heavens^ where reditude of nature Ihall be 
coml^ned with every circumftance of ex- 
ternal felicity \ It is the prefent imperfeft 
ftate of human virtue that hinder* us from 
conceiving fully the influence of righteouA 
nefs upon happinefs. The robes in which 
the bed men are nt)w clothed, to ufe the 
language of the iext, arc fullied wkh fo 
many ftains, as to convey no adequate idea 
of the original beauty which belongs to the 
garb of righteoufnefs. But when tbele 
ftains fhall be wafhed away, when thefe 
robes fhall be made perfedly white aid 
pure, a luftre will flow from them, of which 
we can, as yel^ form no conception* 

But how are the robes of the bleflcd thi» 
wafiied ? Whence is derived that ipotle& 
purity in whiok they arc arrayed? The 
Spirit of God hath anfVsrcrcd us, from the 

klofd 
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M»d iff the LanA ; leading our thoughts to s B R M, 
that high difpcnfation of mercy, to whidbi v^J^w 
the faints above owe their eftabiiftmient, 
firft in grace, and then in glory^ From 
that blood which vtdAjbed for the rtmtfj^on 
efjinsj flow both the atonement of human 
guilt and the regeneration of human nar- 
ture. Human nature had fallen too* low to 
be capable of retrieving itfidf. It could not 
regainlts primitive innocence, and ftiUi lefs 
was capable of railing itfelf fo high in the 
fcale of exiflence as to mingle with angels. 
We had neither fufficient knowledge to dif^ 
cover, nor virtue to merit, nor ability to 
qualify ourfelves for enjoying celeftial glory. 
Heaven muft have been ekher covered from 
our view by perpetual darknefs, or only 
beheld from afar as an inacceflible regic^^ 
if Ghrift had not mterpofed to open for us a 
new md living way within the veil. The 
ebKgations which his generous undertaking 
has conferred upon the htimanrace, wtllcend 
highly to increafe the felicity of the blefled^ 
The fenfe of being diftinguifhed by fo 
ilhiilrious a benefador, and the correfpoad* 
ing returns of gratitude aiid love to hita| 
fofm fome of the moil pleafing of thole 

emotions 
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8ERM. emotions which fhall contfnue to dcIi^C 
them through all eternity* 

From thofe views of a ftate of future 
happinefs which the text has fuggeftedi va-^ 
rious inftru<aions rdating to life and prac- . 
lice naturally arife. We are taught t30 redify 
our notions of felicity ; to look for it, not 
in what is external but in what relates to 
the «iiad and heart ; in good difpofitions 
and a purified foul j; in unity and friendfhip 
with one anothor ; and in the divine pre- 
fence and favour. .If fuch things. form the 
principal articles of future blifs,. they cannot 
but be cffential to our-happinefs in the more 
early periods of exiftence ; and he who 
feeks his chief enjoyment from an oppofite 
quarter, errs widely from the patlj t^hiish: 
conduds to felicity* . ^ . . W: \ :■ V. 

We are farther taught whence^ fo derive 
conftancy and perfeverance, amidft the pW* 
fent difcouragemeats of a virtuous life. In 
this world, we often behold good men de*» 
prefled, and the wicked proffering around 
us. Our befl deeds meet wkb unjiift re** 
turns from an uagratcful world* , .Sincerity 
is over-reached by craft, and iflnocjwce falls 

a viaim 
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a vi^im to power. But let us riot on fuch ^ ®^ ^* 
occafions fay wkhin ourfelves, that in wun 
^v€ have ckanfed our hearts^ and wajbedour 
bands in innocency. Let us reft on the at- 
furance, that thefe diforders extend not far 
in the ]cingdoin"*x>f God* They affed only 
the firft ftage of cxiftence. They relate to 
difcipline and trial, which will foon be 
fioifhed. In that permanent ftate which is 
about to C3qpen, a new ^nd better order of 
things fhall arife. When dejeded with the 
€vils of life, let us look upward to that happy 
multitude nvho bavt come out of great tribtila^ 
tioUj and nowjland before the throne. Until 
the day arrive which Ihall join u3 to that 
blcfied aflfembly, let us fhew ourfelves wor- 
thy of the hope that is before us, by fup- 
porting, wft^ a conftant mind, the trials o£ 
our fidelity. Be patierit ; Jiabiyh your hearts. 
The coming af.tbe Lord drawetb nigh. 

From th6 profpeds which the text has 
afforded, we luayJikewife learn what the 
fpirit is which^ (hould regulate our life* 
Sandity of conduiSt, dignity of charader^ 
elevation of afiedions, become thofe who 
exped tq mipgle with angels, dXi^fpirits of 
jufi '^n Jmai^ perfefL I mean not that fucU 

5 proTpeds 
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S£ RM. profpeds fliould carry away our whttlCfiit* 
'^* tcDtion from th« prefetu Twarld, where un- 
doubtedly lies the chief fccae. of human 
adion, of human duty. But v^\e we zQ^ 
as inhabitants of the earth, wc ought at the 
fame time fo to remember our conaexien 
with a better world, as not to debaie our- 
felves with what is mean, not to defile our-» 
felves with what is impure, not to entangle 
ourfelves among what is enfnariftg, in the 
prefent flate. Lit neither its advantages 
elate, nor its difappointments dejed us; 
but with an equal fpirit, with a mind fuU 
of immortality, let us pafs through 1^ the 
changes of this mortal life. 

Finally, Let the difcoveries of future kap- 
pinefs infpire us with fuitable gratitude to 
God and Chrift ; to the et^nai Father, who 
originally decreed fuch rewards for the 
righteous ; and to the Son, who a^ in the 
high charafter of the difpenfer of the divine 
mercies, and the great reftorer of the fallen 
race of men. Particularly when approach- 
ing to God in folemn ads of devotion, fuch 
as we are at this day to perform, let gratitude 
be alive and ardent in our heart. The com- 
memoration of our Saviour's death if |ia.a 

high 
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high degree fuited to awaken every emotion S E R Kf . 
of teiidemefs and love* It brings before us, 
under one view, all the obligations which 
we lie under to fhis ^e5|t bettcfa^or of man- 
kind. When juft ready to fulfer for our 
ftke, he iliftitutecj this,h9ly facrament, and 
faid, Do this in refnemhrakce ^^tf.-7-Whom, 
O bleffed Jefus ! fliall we ever remember, if ' ^ 
we are capable of forgetting thee ? Thee, 
to whom wc owe the forgivenefs of fin, and 
the reftoratioa of^ivin^ fiwroOr i our vidory 
ever death, and our hope of life eternal ! ^ 
Thou hafi enlarged our views beyond thefe 
territories of diforder and 
haft difcovered to us the 
God. Thou, jfctteft open - 

Mw J^rufi^ofii x^^ leade 
af lift., Tiov froiTi age t 
of zvfTj Ti^on^ andjiindrc 
mubitufh ij^icbjland befor 
hringcfit thena out^ great t\ 
are the white rch^s with ,v 
vetted} Om^^jbf palms \ 
%v4 hy 'Iht^p^jkt placed under tKe light 
cf' the divi^p.cpuntenanc'e for eyer. 
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Charity-^tbinkefb no evlL 

DELIGION and Gbvernmerit arc the 
* two great .foundations of order and 
comfort among mankind. Government re-* 
ftrains the outrages and crimes Which would 
be fubverfive of focicty, fecures the pro- 
perty?, and defends thp lives of its fubjefti* 
But the defeft of goverjittlettt ii; that hit- 
man laws can extend no farther than to the 
adions of mem • Though they ptoteft us 
from external violence, th^ leave ijs open 
on different fides to be wouhded* By the 
vices which prevail in foclety, ottr tt^n- 
quillity may be difturbed, and our lives in 
various ways embitteifedi while government 

can 
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Ciri give us no redrefsl Rdigion ftfpplte$ SEJiifl 
the infufficiehcy of law,' by ftrlklhg at uSi ;— $^ 
rbot df tHofe tiifot^ts which occafion ftj 
ittiich taifeij^ id the world. Its profcfle'4 
iiib\ft \% MO xt^aMiliti not actions alone/ Biit 
the tetiiper and indinations. B^ this itiean^ 
it iftebdfi.to th^'fotiriie^ 6f Itjonj^ua'; aiii 
\kty ineffediaal ^ould the Wi^ift' fyftccotiit' 
legiflation prove for the happinefs of man* 
kind, if it did not derive aid from religion^ 
hi'fofti:nrng'ihd-^i^6ri^dnV'6F mei(, ind 
tjkecklng i^Atiy'^f tKofe evU •jpaflrdtM' td 
which tht ibinebee of i0«^'c!|[i(H'dt'|(i^b^ 
teifcW • ■ ' ■-■• '■•'-^ • 

'- '^e affe 'led' to this rdlediofaby tli^dl^ 
ikViption ^eto- in the cdntfext tA' charity, 
«Wt gi-eat pfiftcrplc in the Chriftian fyften/. ' 
The Apbille plices it in a Variety oF^^htiL 
uhder lEAch'of them ^kplains its' 'opehfi 



knd uhder le^ch'of them ^kjpls 
fidn by its interiutl effefts ; not by th^ aSiori^ 
rbWhith it gives rife, but b^the difp'ofctlbfti 
Which it ptoduces in the heait. He juftly 
fojjpofts that if the tempfer "Wi'diil^ regu- 
JateS, proprtfety ijf i^dion WiB Mlbw, an4 
good bi'det' take place in cxterMl behaviour. 
Of thofe ctiarade'rs of chai'ity ihave chofen 
Wit for the lubjcfl of this dlfcourfe,* whicn 
S 2 leads 
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leads tjo the confideradoQ of a virtue bigblj 

ioaportant to us^ both as Chriftiaps and at 

faembers c^ ^Qc^ty. \ fliall ende^ypuf ^ fir$^ 

to explain tbe temper here ppyitcdout, by 

fcriptipn ofjobaj^fty init 

h uq[tyjl;,,^nd tjien.to 

difpofitioji^ aa4 tP.f}i& 

of ai> oppofite turn of 

'^ L J^T^ ^& cpoyfide^ wkattl^is deferiptlon 
of ^^^ty^mports. XpUiwriU.eftfijiyptSrceive 
t^t tjie ^xpr/^(fie0.i^ Xhe:t?^:i$ j^t/td.Jbe 
underflood in a fenfe altogether unIiiT>i$fltl$ 
;w.ifrlthejTe.ii!«;pre,j>0: occa(ionf>op 3yhUl^'vrc 
are, to jhiijk unfavourabl^/j 9f^.flthers,* .T* 
• yiew 4II the.a£tioas*of; oiea with.thf hvm 
degree of compl^gencyp wpujd.bp contrary 
toth to commx^ updei^apiiiug^ apd to 
roany^exprefs.,{^-eceptfli^of.religiQ)«. . In a 
world where fq much depravity abounds^ 
were we to thinly an^ fpeak equally \yell of 
all, we mji^jeither be infeafible of tl^e difc 
prtjaiofi bc^t^e€Jn right *a.nd. wrong, or be 
indifferent to that djftindlion.whg.n we per- 
ceivea it. .l^'eligion renders it pur duty t<) 
aibor that wbub Ji -^vtL and on many 

J occaiionSy 
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etcafions, to^xprcfe our ihaignation openl/ S-fe'if^M. 
againft it. - But the Apoftle, with great pro^' o ^' " 
priety, defences the temper which he il5* 
recomending ' in fuch ftr6ng and general' 
terms, as ml^ht guard us againft that ex-* 
trcme, tt wMth we are naturally moftprbne,' 
cf tafh and linjuft fufpieion. The virtue 
which he nreansf'to inculcate is that which 
is known by the name of candour; a vir- 
tue, which, as* foon as it is mentioned, 
every one will acknowledge to he eflential' . 
to the charaftcr of a worthy nian ; a vittue 
which we feldom faii of aicrlMng to any • 
perfon whom we feek t6 recommend to thc^ 
eftcem of others ; but which, I ani afraid, 
when we examine our own conduft in a 
religious view, is feldom the fubjedt of 
inquiry. ^ • ^ 

It is neceffary to obferve, that tfufe Can- 
dour is altogether different from that guard- 
ed, inoffenfive language, and that ftudied 
opennefs of behaviour,' which we fo fre- 
quently meet with among men of the world. 
Smiling, very often, is the afpeit, and 
fmooth are the words, of thofe who in- 
wardly are the inoft ready to think evil of 
others. That Candour which is a Chriftian 
S 3 virtue, 
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8ERM. Yinue^ confifts not in £surac6 of fpoecM^ 
' but in fairnefs of b^art k-ro^y want th^ 
blan^iibmeat of external couitefy, ^t fupv 
plies^itj^ place with humane and generous 
Uber^ity of fentimcnt* Its ma&aers arp 
unafifp^)^, and its profe|fions cprdiaL Eip? 
empt, on one band, from the df rk jca* 
^aofy of a fufpictous mind; it. ia up k(| 
i;em0^wi> on the ot^icr^ from that caiy ct^ 
dnUtjT which is impoied on .by .eY^erj; fp^r 
obus rpretencd. It is perfedly confifUfit 
wkl^ extenfive knowledge di the wcuRidt 
luid with diie attention to our owa ifi^n 
]ln that various intercouipra which wc are 
pbliged to carry on with perfpns of CTCfy 
different charader, fufpieion, to a cc^ctaifv 
degMc, xa a neceffary guard* |t is only 
when it exceeds the bounds of prudent cau? 
tipn, that it degenerates into Tice. There 
is a prpper mean betwe^ undiflinguilhlng 
credulity and ^mlyerfal jealoufy, wKif^h a 
0>und under Aanding^ difpems, find which th^ 
man of candour ftudies to preferve. 

He makes allowance, for the mixture of 
evil witji good, whic^h is to be found in every 
human charad3;en He expeds none to be 
fauhbfsi and he is unwilling to believe that 

there 
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^ere if ^ny witbout fofii« copHMpdMM* §WP**t 
quality • I A the mi4ft ^f raaoy iMe^ bfl 
C81Q dircK>Ti^: ^a virtue. Undpr tht iwliienfft 
of perfoo^ refentmeat, he can ht juft t^ tN 
merit of aa ei^emy. He nevei lend^aiit oj^m 
ear to tbofe defamatory repents, aQ4 i^Mlt 
fi^eftions, which, amoog the trihos of 
tire eenforioua* circulate with fo uueh M^ 
pidity, and meetmth fueh ready acceptaocei 
He is not hafty to judge, and he requires 
full evidence before he will condemn^ As 
long as an adioa can be afcribed to difiiresU 
motives, he holds it as no tinark of f^gacity 
to iflsptite it always to the worft* Whtw 
there is juft ground ibr doubt» he.keeps his 
judgment undecided) and, dicing the.pe^ 
liod of iufpenfe,: leans to the moftchari^ 
table conftrudiom which an a£kioo oah bean 
AVhen he miuft condemn, he condemns with 
regret; and without thofe aggravations 
which ^e feverity of others adds to the 
crim^ He liftens calmly to the apol<%y 
of the offender, and readily admits every 
extenuating circu^mflaAce which equky can 
fuggefL How much foever he may blame 
the principles of any fed or party, he never 
(pnfounds, under one general cenfure, all 
S 4 who 
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8E|^M2 wi&o belong t& that partf or fed. H« 
^' t:K»ge« fhem n6t with fuchr confequences 
jof thdrttdetS) as they refufe ah^ liifavow. 
l^htti one wrong opinion, heroes not infer 
#f€i fiSfeVerfiow of all found prFnciplefr; nor^ 
^fii btl% badaaioD, conclude that Ml re* 
^rd fecdnfcience is overthrown- When 
ht^beibtii the mote iH bis brother s eye^ he 
i&Rtm^t^ the beam in bis^own, He com-p 
mlftliates^ human fritUty-; , and judges of 
others, according to the principles by which 
he wbald' think it reaifoQable that they 
ihoul^ j udge* of: him . ' In a woi'd, he views 
men Imd/a^^ions in 'the clear ifunihSne of 
elvarity and good-natufe ; and not in that 
dark and; fuilen ihade which jealbufy and 
party^fjiirft throw* over all charadters. 
Such being, in general, the i^irit of that 
charity which thinketb no evit^ I propfeed^ 

IL To recommend, by various arguments^ 
this important branch of Ghriftian vif tue. 

Let us begin with obferving what a ne* 
ceflar^ requifite it is to the proper difcharg6 
of all the fecial duties. ' I ne6d not fpend 
time in (hewing thit thefe hold a' very 
Jrfgh rank in th6 ChriftJan fyftem. The 

^ncpmiiim 
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entomium which the Apoftie in this chajp- $ E ti M; 
tcr beftows upon charity is alone fufficient ^\'-^^ 
ta prove it. He places this gracd it ttie 
head of all the gifts and endowments whidi 
can be poflcffed by man; and affures us, 
that though we bad all faith ^ fo that- mot 
could renune mountaim^ yet if we be defti-^ 
tute of charity, // will projit us ndtkfing^ 
Accordingly, love^ gentlenefs^ meehiefs^ a$id 
fong^fuffering are enumerated as diftin^ 
guiftiing fi'uits of tbefpirit of Chrift *. But 
it is impoffible for fuch virtues as thfefe to 
find place in abreaft,/^here the'propenfity 
to think evli of others is predoininant, ' 
Charitable and candid thoughts of men arc 
l^ie neceflary introdudlion to all good-will 
and kihdnefs. They form, if we' may 
fpeafc fo, the only climate in which love 
car^- grow up and flourifh, A fufpicious 
temper checks in the bud every kind affec- 
tion. It hardens the heart, and eftranges 
man from man. What friendfhip or gra- 
titude can you expedl from him, who views 
all yoi^r condud with diftruftful eyes, and 
^fcribes every benefit you confer to artifice 
jmd ' ftratagem ? The utmoft which you 

♦ Gal. V. 22, 23. 
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can hope from one of this charader U 
jruilicq in his dealings : nor even that can 
you be aflured of; as the fufpicions to whi<;h 
^ .^ a prey will a£ford him frequent pre* 
texts for departing from truth, and f<n* de-^ 
(ending himfelf with the fame arms which 
he conceives to be employed againft him^ 
Unhappy will they be who are joined with 
liim by any clofe connexion ; expofed to 
every maligaant fufpicion which arife$ in 
his own mind, and to every unjuft fug* 
gefltion which the malice of others may in- 
fmuate againft them. That (lore of poiiba 
^hich is colledcd within him, frequently 
throws out its venom on all who are within 
its reach. As a companioni he will be fe^r 
vere and Aitirical ; as a friend, captious and 
dangerous; in his domcftic fphere, barfb, 
jealous, and irrafcible ; in his civil capacity, 
feditious, and turbulent, prone to impute 
the conduft of his fuperiors to improper 
mptives^ ^nd upon loofe information to 
condemn their conduct. 

The contrary of fill this may be expeded 
from a candid temper. Whatever is ami-^ 
able in manners, or ufcful in fociety, na^ 
turally and eafily ingrafts itfetf upon it. 

Gentle- 
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GeaUeQ^fSy humamty» and compaflk>q, Iqw s £ R M. 
from it as their native fpring. Open an4 
cheerful in itfelf, it diffufc§ cheerfulnefs an4 
good-humour over all who are under i\$ 
iofloeace. It is the chief ^ound of n^u^- 
tual confidence and union among vfxpn^ 
][t prevents thofe atumofities from arifing 
which are the offspring of »gr<^undkft pre- 
judice ; or by its benign interpofition^ al- 
lays them when arifen« In the magiflrate^ 
it tempers juftice with lenity* Among 
fubje^s, it promotes good order and fub* 
miffion. It conneds humanity with piety. 
For he who is not given to think evil of 
his fellow-x:reatures, will not be ready to 
cenfure the difpenfations of his Creator.. 
Whereas the fame turn of mind which ren- 
ders one jealous and unjufi towards metu 
will incline hin\ to be qugruloug and in^<* 
pious towards .God. 

In the fecond place, As a fufpicjous, un- 
charitajble fpiric is inconfiftent with all 
focial virtue and happinefs, fo, in itfelf^ 
it is unreafonable and unjuft. In order to 
form found opinions concerning cbaradicrs. 
and ftdions, two things are efpecially re- 

8 quifite, 



Digitized by 



Google 



265 On Candour. 

s t R M. quifite, information and imparriality. But 
7^* . fuch as are mod forward to decide unfa- 
vourably, are commonly dcftitute of both. 
, Inftead of poffcffing, or even requiring, full 
information, the grdundls on which they 
proceed are frequently the moft flight and 
frivolous. A tale, perhaps, which the idle 
have invented, the inquifitive have Kftened 
to, and the credulous have propagated, or 
A real incident which rumour, in carrying 
it along, has exaggerated and difguifed, 
fupplies them with materials of confident 
affcrtion, and decifive judgment. From^an 
^aion, they prefently look into the heart, 
and infer the motive. This fuppofed mo- 
tive they conclude to be the ruling prin- 
ciple; and pronounce at once concerning 
the whole charadten 

Nothing can be more contrary both to 
equity and to found reafon, than fuch pre- 
cipitate judgments. Any man who attends^ 
to what pafles within himfelf, may eafily 
difcern what a complicated fyftem the hu* 
man character is, and what a variety of 
circUmftances muft be taken into the ac» 
count, in order to eftimate it truly. No 
fingle inftance of cpnduft whatever is fuf- 

ficient 
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^qtatto^deterroiaeit..^ As from, one wor- 
thy. a<aion,' it were-^credality, not chaiity, 
to conclude a iperfon to b« free from ^1 
vice ; fo from one ?wbich is cpnfurable, it 
is perfeiaiy unjjufttQ iufpj that the authpK 
of it ip, vjfithQui jQpnfcience and withjput 
raefit. , Di4.yo,u kjAP.w ^ ^^^ attending eifr 
cum/lances, it might.appear inan^xcufaWc 
Ij^ J' twj,- per^iaps, uader a commendable 
form. . [.The m^tive^.of -the a<3.or may haya 
be^H fQ^irejy^ different from thofe which 
you ^i^ribe to him ; aad j^ where you fuppofp 
hiai impelled by. bad defign, he may have 
been gronripted by coafcience and miftakea 
princ\pjje. ., Admitting the adion to. have 
beefhia>yery view criminal, he may have 
beea bwi^d -i^ito it .thrpqgh inadvertency 
^nd furprife. He may^have fincerely re- 
pcntc; 
have 
this \ 
on w 
temp 
heart 

jforu 
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S £ R M. our genefafconclunons concerning cliaf aotf 
.v^ are formed. Mankind are confiftent neitb^ 
in good nor in eViL In th^ pttfent ftate 
of frailty, all is mixed and blended. The 
ftrongeft contrarieties of piety and hy^o* 
dtify, of generofity and avarice, of truth 
and duplicity, often meet in one charafien 
The pureft human virtue is conliftent with 
fome tice ; and, iti the midft of nhfch vice 
and dlforder, amiable, nay rcfpeftable, qiia-^ 
lities may be found. Theirc arc feW feafts 
in which we have grbilnd t6 cboclucle that 
all goodnefs is loft. At the bottom of %B 
charafter there may lie fome fparkfe oF pi^ty^ 
and virtue, fupprefled, but nOt extirtgilifliisd'^ 
which, kept alive by the breath of Hea- 
ven, and gathering ftrength in fecret froiii 
refledion, may, on the firft favourable 
opening which is afforded them, bfe read^ 
to break forth with fplendour and force. — •* 
Placed, then, in a fitiiation of fo much un-^ 
certainty and darknefs, where our ktiow* 
e hearts and charadefs of men \% 
and our judgments concerning 
fo apt to err, what a continual 
I receive either to fufpfetid' ouf 
judgment, or to give it on the fkvourabftf 

fide? 
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Hde? efpecially when we confider that^ 4i ^teR'W. 
through imperfed -information We-'il^ife uti^ 
qualified for deciding foundly, fo fhtdil^ 
Want of impartiality we are oftfen temjpifed 
to decide wrong. .How much this enforciis 
the argument for. candour will- appear b^ 
confidering, • -i 

I 

In tiie third place, What the fotirceflfari 
of thole fevere and uncharitable opinioii* 
which we are fo ready to form,' Werethi 
mind altogether fr6e from ptepoffeffion and 
bias, ij 'might ivail itfelf to more advan^ 
tage of the fcanty knowledge i)^hich it |>o£* 
fefles. fiu't this is fo far from being the 
cafe, that oxx tverj fide we are encuittbcrei 
with prejudices, and warded by paffions^ 
which exert their influence in nothing itiore 
than 'in leading us to think cv?l of otheliu 
At atl tim^S>e are juftly fiid td/eg tbrougb 
a.glajs (tat^iy; but paffion ahd ^jiufitc^ 
rooking; ^h^^^ugh a glafs which diftdws tho 
form of tlii objeds, make us aMb fw fklfefy^ 

It fs bne of the misfortutits 6f our pttfttxt 
fituation, that fome of the good dlfjpOfitioiii 
of human nature are apt to betray u*' iAt« 
jfrailties and vices; Thus ij toften hapjMia*^ 

that 
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tbat the laudable ' atUchmeot whlcb w« 
contract .to the country;, or the .^hiKch^ ftp 
which we belong, t?r \p fqine poikiqal de-» 
nominatioa under which we claftouriclyeS^ 
both" confines our affedions within too 
xiarrow a fpbere,. and gives rife to violent 
prejudices againft fuch as come under an 
oppofite defcription. Not contented with 
being in the right ourfelves, we muft find 
all Withers in the wrong* We claim an^eat^ 
chifiye poflfeffion o£ goodpeCs a,nd wifdom ; 
and from approving warmly of tho/e* who 
join us, we proceed to condeipn, with much 
acrkaony, not only the principles, but thft 
charaders of thofe from ivhiqigi ;we differ^ 
Hehte perfons of well-difpofed niinds are 
j!Qo often, tiirough the ftr^ngth of partial 
good aff€<aion, inyolved in the crime of 
uncharitable judgment. They raihly ex- 
tend tt> every Individual the fevere ojpanion 
whicb tbey hay^ unwarrantably conceived 
of a whole body. — ^This m^n is o/a party 
whbfe principles wq reckon fl^^v^lh j and 
jji^refore his whole fentimentsarccorruptedr 
ITljat man belongs w.a religious fefl: which 
Ijijejare accuftomed. to;deem bigotted; and 
j^^j^fore he is incapable of any generou$ 
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or liberal thought. Another is conneaed SERM. 
with a lea which we hive been taught to 
account relaxed j and therefore he can hare 
no fand:ity. — ^Are thefe the judgments of 
candour and charity? Is true piety or 
virtue fo very limited in its nature, as to be 
confined to fuch alone as fee every thing, 
with our eyes, and follow exadly the train 
of our ideas ? Was there ever arty great 
community fo corrupt as not to indude 
within it individuals of real worth ? 

Befidcsprepoffeflions of this nature, which 
fometimes miflead the honeft mind, there 
are other, and much more culpable, caufes 
of uncharitable judgment. Pride ia hurt 
and wounded by every excellence in which 
it can claim nofhare; and, from eagemefs 
to difcover a blemifli, reds upon the flighteft 
appearance .of one, as a fatisfying proof. 
When rivalry and competition concur with 
pride^ our defire to efpy defedis increafes^ 
and, by confequence, the grounds of cenfure 
multiply. Where no oppofition of interefts 
takes place, envy has too much influence 
in wirpihg the judgment of many. Even 
wh^ti none of thefe caufes operate, the in* 
ward confcioufifiefs of depravity is fufficient 

Voj.. IL T to 
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S E R M. to fill the mind with evil thoughts of othcrt^ 
* ^ Whence fhould a man fo readily draw his 
'"' opinion of men as from that charaiier with 
which he is beft acquainted, becaufe it is 
his own ? A perfon of low and bafe mind 
naturally imputes: to- others the fentiments 
which he finds congenial to himfelf j and is 
incredulous of every excellency which ta 
him is ^totally unknown. He enjoys, b€k 
fide?^ confolation in the thought that others 
are no bette?; than.Jiimfelf,j that his weak-. 
neffes and crimes are thole of all. men 3 and 
that fuch ,as appear moft diftinguiihed for. 
virtue/ polTefs no,, real fuperiority,. except 
greater dexterity in concealing their vices*. 
$opthing: themfelves with this do^irine ia 
fecret, . too Riaoy fqfter and. ftrengthen the 
bad opinion which ^hey entertain "of all 
mankind. Rarely, if ever, have you gK)und 
to think well of that .man's h€artwj^q J8^ 
on every occafion, given to think the wo?ft. 
of others., Let us obferve, 

. In the fourth place, That fmtable to the 
fources whence a jealous and fufpicious temn 
per proceeds, are the.cfFedswbidh.it pr4D^ 
duces in the world, the crimes and mifchiefii 

with 
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■with which it fills fociety. It pofleffea this SERM. 
unhappy diftindiion beyond the other fail- 
ings of the human heart, that while it im« 
jpels men to violent deeds, it jiiftifies to their 
own apprehenfion the eicefled which they 
commit. Amidft the uproar of other bad 
J)affions^ corifcience afts as a reftraining 
power. As fixm as the tumult fubfides, re- 
niorfe exferts its influence, arid renders the 
finrier fenfible of the evil which he has done. 
But the uncharitable man is unfortunately 
fet loofe from any fdch check or controul. 
ThitDUgh the infatuation of prejudice, his 
judgment is perverted ; cohfcience is mifled j 
the light within him is turned into darkntfs. 
Viewing the objedts of his difpleafure as evil 
men, he thinks himfelf entitled to give that 
difpleafute full vent j and in committing- 
the moft inhilmah adions, majr lometim^s 
imagine that he is doing good fetvice t<» 
God. 

The fifft fruits bf an fevil- thinking fpirit 
are cahimhy and detradion, by which fo- 
ciety is fo often embroiled, and men are fet 
at variance with one another. But j did i<pro- ' 
ceed nb farther than cenforious fpeech, the 
ftdfchief would be lefs. Much greater and 
T 2 more 
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SE^HM. more ferious eir lis frequently enfue. What 
direful efie^s, for inftance, have often 
flowed from rafh and ill-founded jealoufj in 
private life ! No fooner has one allowed 
that daemon to take pofTeilion of his mind^ 
than it perverts his underftanding, and taints 
all bis faculties. Haunting him by night 
and by day, bringing perpetually before 
him the odious and difquieting forms which 
it has raifed up, it blackens etery appear- 
ance to his view ; gives to trifles, which 
are in themfelves light as air, the weight of 
full confirmation ; till what was at firfl; a 
dubious furmife, or a flight difpleafure, rifes 
at length into full belief and implacable 
fury. Hence families torn with the mofl 
violent convulfions; the hufband armed 
againft the wife, the father againfl the fon, 
the friend againfl the friend ; the plan of 
treachery and aflaflination contriyed, and 
the dagger plunged into the bofom of the; 
innocent.— In public life, how often have 
kingdroms been fhaken witl^ all the violence 
of war and rebellion, from the pnju/l {uf« 
picions which fubjeds had conceived of 
their rulers j or the rafh jealoufy which 
princes had enteirtained of their people !— 

But 
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But it is in religious diffcntions chiefly that SE RM. 
the mifchievons power of uncharitable pre- 
judice has difplayed its full atrocity. Re- 
ligion is always found to heighten every 
paffion on which it afts, and to render 
every conteft into which it enters, uncom- 
monly ardent; becaufe the objeds which it 
prefents are of fuch a nature', as ftrongly to 
feize and engage the human mind. When 
zeal for their own principles has prompted 
men to view thofe of a different perfuafibn" 
in the odious lights which bigotry fuggefts, 
every fentiment of humanity has too often 
been extinguifhed. The mild influence of 
that religion which breathes nothing but 
gentlenefs, has proved too feeble to refl:rain 
the violent and bloody hand of perfecutioh ; 
and the uncharitable fpirit, raging among 
contending parties^ has filled the world with 
fuch calamines and crimes^ as have brought * 
difgrace on the Chriftiaii name. 

Let us attend paniGiilarly to one awful 
inftance of the guilt which men may con- 
trad, and of the ruin whicli they may bring 
upon themfelvev through the want of fair- 
ncfs and candour. The nation of the Jews 
^ere almo^ iK)ted for a narrow and un- 
T 3 charitable 



JDigit-ized by 



Google 




i^jS On Candour. 

charitable fpiriu When John the Baptift^ 
and our blefl?;d Lord, appeared among them, 
becaufe the former was auftere in his tem- 
per^ an^ retired in his life, they pronounced 
of him that he Iiad an evil fpirit; and be- 
caufe the latter was open and fociablc in his 
manners, they held him td be deftitute of 
that fandtity. which became a prophet. Their 
prejudice againft our Lord took its firft rife 
from a nioft frivolous and contemptible caule. 
Is not this the /on of the Carpenter ? Can any 
good thing come out of Na%areth ? When his 
miracles repelled this reproach, and fuffi- 
cienily proved the eminence of his charader, - 
ftill they foftered their prejudices by this 
moft futile r^afoning, Have any of the rulers 
believed on him ? Obftinate in their attach- 
ment to a temporal Meffiah, and continuing 
to vievy all our Saviour's cpndu<ft with zn, 
evil ey^j when he converfed with bad men 
in order to reclaim them, they treated him 
M a companion of publicans andfinnert* Be- 
caufe he difailowed their groundiefs tradi- 
tions, they held hiqi to be a breaker of the 
Sabbath, and a contemner of religion. Be- 
caufe he prophefied the deftrudion of thur 
temple, they accufed him of being an enemy 
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to his own nation. Till 2tt laft, through 
their perpetual mifconftruftion of his' ac-' 
tions, their paffions became fo inflamed as 
to nlake then! cry oAt with one voici, Away 
with ibis man to the deaths and give us Ba- 
rahbastberohher.^ Viewing in this dread- 
ful event the cbnfeqaences of want of can- 
dour, let every man tremble to think evil 
rafhiy of his bfothcn No one can tell how 
far uncharitable prejudices may carry him 
in ^ilt, if he allow them to harbour and 
gather ftrength within his breaft, ' The 
cloud which rofefrom thefea^ n6 Hgger than 
a mans hand^ may fbon fwell and fpread, 
till it cover the whole horizon, and dif- 
charge with moft deftrudiVe violence the 
gathered ftorm. 

In the fifth place. As a fufpicious fpirit 
is the fource of fo many crimes and cala- 
mities in the world, fo it is the fpring of 
certain mifery to the perfon who indulges 
it. His friends will be few ; and fmall will 
be his comfort in thofe whom he pofTefTes. 
Believing others to be his enemies, he will 
of courfe make them fuch. Let his caution 
ht ever fo great, the afperitv of his thoughts 
T4 will 
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S£ R M^ will often break out in his behaviour ; aad^ 
in return for fufpeding and hating, he will 
incur fufpicion and hatred. Befides tho 
external evils v^hich he drav^s upon himfelf^ 
arifing from alienated friendship, broken 
confidence, and open enmity; the fufpicious 
temper itfelf is one of the vvrorft evils which 
any man can fuffer. . If in all fear there be 
torment y how miferable muft be his ftate who^ 
by living in perpetual jealoufy, lives in per* 
petu^l dread ! Locking upon bimfelf to be 
furrounded with fpies, enemies, and defign- 
ing men, he is a ftranger to reliance and 
truft. He knows not to whom to open bim- 
felf. He dreffes his countenance in forced 
fmiles, while his heart thrpbs within fron^ 
apprehenfions of fectet treachery. Hence 
fretfulnefs and ill-humour, difguft at the 
l??or|d, and all the painful fenfations of an 
irritated and imbittered mind. 
, So numerous and great are the evils arifing 
from' a fufpicious difpofition, that of the two 
extreme^ it is more eligible to expofe our- 
fclves to occafional difad vantage from think* 
ing too well of others, than to fuffer con- 
tinual mifery by thinking always ill of them. 
It is better to be fometimes impofed upon^ 

thaa 
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tiian never to truft. Safetyls purchafed at 8 E R M« 
too dear a rate, when, in order to fecure it, ^ /- _j 
we are obliged to be always clad ip armour, 
and to live in perpetual hoftility with our 
fellows* This is, for the fake of living, to 
deprive qurfelvesof the comfort of life. The 
m^ of candour enjoys his fituation, what* 
ever it is, with cheeifulnefs and peace. Pru- 
dence diredls bis intercourfe with the world; 
but no black fufpicionshaunt his hours of reft. 
Accuftomed to view the charadlers of his 
neighbours in the mod favourable light, he 
is like one who d\^ells amid (I thofe beautiful 
fcene&QJf nature, on which the eye refts with 
pleafore. Whereas the fufpicious man, hav- 
ing his imagination filled with all the fhock- 
ing forms of human falfehood, deceit, and 
treachery, refembles the traveller in the wil- 
demefe, who difcerns no objeds around him 
but what are either dreary or terrible ; ca- 
verns that open, ferpents that hifs, and beafts 
of prey that howl. Heace in him are veri- 
fied thofe defcriptions which the Spirit of 
God has given us of the mifery of the wicked. 
Tbeyjhall have no peace. Tbeyjhall be like 
the troubled fea^ when it cannot rejl. The Lord 
fi all give them a trembling hearty and failing 
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$ERM. ofeyts^andforrow of mind; And they Jhall 
s^J^' -' fi^^ day and nighty and have nvne ajfuranct 
tf heart. I add, 

In the fixth and laft place, That thtre is 
nothing which expofes men in a more mark- 
ed and diredl manner to the difpleafure of 
the Almighty, than a malignant and cenfo- 
rious fpirit. I infift not now on the general 
denunciations of divine wrath againft malice 
and hatred. Let us only confider under what 
particular defcriptiontheSpirlt of God brings 
this crime of uncharitable judgment. It is 
declared to be an impious invafion of the 
prerogative of God, to whom alone it be- 
h>ngs to fearch all hearts, and to determine 
concerning all characters. This privilege 
He often appropriates exprefsly to himfelf, 
en purpofe to reftrain the ralhnefs of cen- 
fore among men ; requiring us to leave the 
judging of others to Him, and to attend to 
cur own bufinefs and duty. Who art thou 
thatjudgeft another tnan^sfervant ? To his own 
mqfter hcjiandeth orfalleth. yudge nothing 
before the time; ' until the Lord come ^ who Jh all 
make mdnifejl the counfeh of the heart *. 

• Rom. xiv. 4, I Corinth, iv. 5. 

It 
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It deferves obr moft ferious attention, that s E R M. 
in feveral paflages of Scripture, the great ,^^,^ 
Judge of the world is reprefentcd, at the 
iday of final retribution, as proceeding upon 
this principle of rendering to men accordiog 
to the manner in which they have aded 
toward their brethren. With the merciful^ 
thou ivilt Jbew ibj^felf merciful; and with 
tbejrowardj thou wiltjh^w thyfelffroward. 
With what judgment ye judge ^ ye Jhall be 
judged I apd with what meafure ye mett^ it 
Jhall be tneafured to you again *. Ic is im* 
poffible to form an argument of more force 
than this, to reft rain all feverity of judgment 
among fuch as look forward to the tribunal 
of God, The argument extends not in- 
deed fo far, as to reprefent our acceptance 
with the Deity as entirely fufpcnded upon 
the candour which we (hew in forming our 
fentiments of others. We know that other 
graces befides this are requiiite in order to 
fit us for heaven j and that without piety 
towards God, and faith in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, all our charity to men will be found 
defective and vain. But this we know 
j^Ub, that in the heart which is deftitutc of 

• Pfalm xviii. ^5, 26.. Matth. vii. 2. 

fairnefs 
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SPRM. fiiirncfs and candour, the Spirit of Ood 
certainly dwells not ; and that whatever ap- 
pearances of religion the uncharitable man 
may aiTume, on him the Sovereign of the 

vniverie looks with no favour. Thou 

who art a man full of frailties, who ftandeft 
in need, not merely of impartiality in thy 
divine Judge, but of indulgence and mercy : 
Thou who imploreft daily this mercy from 
Him, and prayett that he would remember 
thou art duft^ and not be ftria to mark ini^ 
quity againjl thee ; dareft thou, with thofe 
very prayers in thy mouth, proceed to judge 
without candour of thy brethren, and upon 
the flighteft grounds to reprobate and con- 
demn them ? G thou hypocrite ! (for by 
what other name can we call thee ?) vain 
are all thy pretenfions to piety. InefFeftual 
is every plea which thou canft form for mer- 
cy from Heaven. The precedent which 
thou haft eftablifhed againft thyfelf is de- 
cifive. Thou haft didtated the fentence of 
thine own condemnation. 

On the whole, it clearly appears that no 

part of the government of temper deferves 

attention more, than to keep our minds pure 

I J fronv 
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from uncharitable prejudices, and open to SERM, 
candour and humanity ia judging of others. ._^_^!.^ _^ 
The worft confequences, both to ourfclves 
and to focieiy, follow from, the oppoflte 
fpirit. Let us beware of encouraging a ha* 
bit of fufpicions, by forming top fevere and 
harfh opinions concerning human nature in 
general. A great proportion of infirmity 
and corruption, doubtlefs, adheres tp it; yet 
tempered alfo it is with various miactures of 
virtue and good afFeftion. Darkened as the 
Divine Image now is among mankind, it is 
not wholly effaced. Much piety and good- 
nefs may lie hidden in hearts that are un- 
known to us. Vice is glaring and loud. 
The crimes of the wicked make a noife in 
the world, and alarm fociety. True worth 
is retired and modell, and requires par^^ 
ticular fituations to bring it forth to public 
notice. The prophet Elijah, in a time of 
prevailing corruption, imagined that all true - 
religion had forfaken the Jand.. /, even t[ 
mly^ faid he to the Lord, am hjfi tofervc 
thee. But the Almighty, who difcernedr 
what was concealed from bis imperfeft view, 
replied, Tet have I left me /even tboufand 

men 
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S E R M. men in Ifrael who have not bowed the knee td 
J^^, Baal''. 

The aged, and the unfortunate, who have 
toiled through an unfuccefsful life with long 
experience of thefalfehood and fraud of evil 
men, are apt to be the moft fevere in the 
opinions which they entertain of others. 
For fuch, their cifcumftances may be al- 
lowed to form fome degree of apology. Bat: 
if, in youth and profperity, the fame hard 
fufpicious fpirit prevail ; if they who are 
beginning the career of life fet out with all 
the fcruples of diftruft ; if, before they have 
had reafon to complain of the world, they 
betray the diffidence of a jealous, and the 
malignity of a cenforious mind ; fad is the 
prefage which may thence be drawn of their 
future difhonoiin From fuch, you have 
nothing to look for that (hall be either en- 
gaging in private life, or refpedable in pub- 
lic charafter. To youth it particularly be- 
longs to be generous in fentimenr; candid 
in opinion, undejigning in behaviour, open 
to tfhe moft favourable conftrudlion of ac- 
tions and conduft. Throughout all the 

• I Kings, xix. 14. lS# 

ilage9 



Digitized by 



Google 



On Candour. aSy 

ftages of life, candour is one of the moft S E R M. 
honourable diftindlions of the human cha- 
rader : it is connefted with magnanimity ; 
it is juftified by wifdom j it is fuitable to the 
relation in which we ftand to one another. 
But if Teafon and humanity be infuflScient 
to reftrain us from rafli and unchvitable 
judgments, let that awful denunciation fre- 
quently refound in our ears, Hejball have 
judgment without mercy who hathjbewed no 
mercy. 
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SERMON XL 
On the Character of JosiPiiu 



Genesis, xlv* 5. 8. 



Now therefore he not grieved ntr angry with 
your/elves that ye fold me hither ; for God 
did fend me before you topreferve life. 
So now it was not you thatfent me hither^ 
hut God. 



;e 
XI 



RM. TN this generous manner, Jofeph frames 
an apology for the unnatural behaviour 
of his brethren* He extenuates the atrocity 
of their crime, by rcprefenting the happy 
effedls which it had produced. He teoks 
beyond all fecond caufes ; and recognizes, 
in the wonderful events of his life, the hand 

of the Almighty. No human charader 

exhibited in the records of Scripture, is more 
remarkable or inftru^ye than that of this 

patriarch* 
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patriarch. He is one whom we behold SERM. 
tried in all the viciffitudes of fortune ; from 
the condition of a flave, rifmg to be ruler of 
the land of Egypt ; and in every ftation 
acquiring, by his virtue and wifdom, favour 
with God and man. When overfeer of 
Potiphar's houfe, his fidelity was proved by 
ftrong temptations, which he honourably 
refilled. When thrown into prifon by the 
artifice of a falfe woman, his integrity and 
prudence foon rendered him confpicuous, 
even in that dark manfion. When called 
into the prefence of Pharaoh, the wife and 
extenfive plan which he formed for faving 
the kingdom from the miferies of impend- 
ing famine, juftly raifed him to a high fta- 
tion, wherein his abilities were eminently 
difplayed in the public fervice. But in hia 
whole hiftory there is no circumftance fo 
ftriking and interefting, as his beh; 
his brethren who had fold him inti 
The moment in which he mad( 
known to them, that moment at v 
are n9w to contemplate him, was 
critical one of his life, and the mofi 
of his character. It is fuch as rarei 
in the courfe of human events ; apd is cal- 
VoL, 11. U cuFatcd 
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s E R M. culatfd to draw the bighefl; attention c^ aO 
^'' who are endowed with any degree of fen* 
Ability of heart. Let us confider the fensi- 
ment which Jofeph utters in the text undor 
two views, each of which is very infbru^vc 
to all Chriftians. L As a difcovery of hi» 
cordial •j^orgivene^ of his brethren; and, 
IL As an inftance of his dutiful atteimoq 
to the Providence of God. 

I. The moft cordial forgivenefs is here 
difplayed. I fliall not recapitulate all the 
preceding hiftory refpedting Jofeph and hi$ 
brethren ; as it is well known by every one 
who has the lead acquaintance with tho 
facred writings. From the whole tenor of 
the narration, it appears, that though Jo* 
feph, upon the arrival of his brethren ia 
Egypt, made himfelf ftrange to them, yet 
from the beginning he intended to difcover 
himfelf; and ftudied fo to conduft the dif- 
covery as might render the furprife of joy 
complete. For this end, by affeded fevc* 
rity, he took meafures for bringing dowa 
into Egypt all his father's children. Thej^ 
were now arrived there; and Benjamla 
among the reft, who was his "yonn^pt 

brother 
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brother by rike lame mother, and was ^arti- s E R M. 
cularly hieloved by J6feph. Him he thteat- ^^^^ 
cned to detain ; and feemed wilUng to 
allow the reft to depart. This incident re- 
newed their diftrefs. They all knew their 
father*s extreme anxiety about the fafety of 
Benjamin, and with what difficulty he had 
yielded to his undertaking this journey. 
Should he be prevented from returning, 
they dreaded that grief would overpower 
the old man's fpirits, and prove fatal to his 
life. Judah, therefore, who had particu- 
larly urged the ncceffity of Benjamin's ac- 
companying his brothers, and had folemnly 
pledged himfelf to their father for his fafe 
return, craved, upon this occafion, an au- 
dience of the governor; and gave him a 
foil account of the circumftances of Jacob's 
family. 

Nothing can be more interefting and pa- 
thetic than this difcourfe of Judah, as it is 
recorded in the preceding chapter. Little 
knowing to whom he fpoke, he paints, in 
aH the colours of fimple and natural elo- 
quence, the diftrefled fituation of the aged 
patriarch, haftening to the clofe of life; 
long afBided for the lofs of a favourite fon, 
U 2 whom 
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whom he fuppofed to have been* tjGfrtt iit 
pieces by a beaft of prey j. labouribg' now 
under anxious concern about bri youngeft 
fen, the child of his old age, who alone 
was left alive of his mother, and whora 
nothing but the calamities of fcvere famine 
could have moved a tender father to fend 
from home, and expofe to the dangers of a 
foreign land. If we bring him not back 
with usy wejball bring down the grey hairs 
of thy Jervant^ our father^ witbforrow^ to the 
grave. I pray tbee^ therefore^ let thyfervant 
abide inflead of the young man^ a bondman to 
our lord. For how /ball 1 go up to myfa^ 
ther^ and Benjamin not with me ? lejl I fee 
the evil thatjball come on my father. 

Upon this relation, Jofcph could no 
longer reftrain himfelf. The tender ideas 
of his father, and his father's houfe, of his 
ancient home, his country and his kindred, 
of the didrefs of his family, and his own 
exaltation, all rulhed too (Irongly upon his . 
mind to bear any farther concealment. Bk 
cried^ Caufe every man to go out from, ^ntti 
and he wept aloud. The tears which, he 
(bed, were not the tears of grief. Ttwy 
were the bur ft of afiedion* They were the 

effufions 
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^flbdous of a heart overflowings with all the s E ft fA. 
teoder fenfibilities of nature. Formerly he ^ _^^^ 
bad been moved in the fame maniter, when 
iMe iirft faw his brethren before him. His 
bowels ytamcd upon them ; he fought for 
a pldce "where to weep. He went into his 
4:hamber; and then wajhed his face and re- 
turned to them. At that period his gene- 
rous plans were not completed. But now, 
"when there was no farther occaiion for con- 
ftraining himfelf, he gave free vent to the 
ftrong emotions of his heart. The firft 
minifter to the king of Egypt was not 
aihamed to (hew, that he fdt as a man, and 
a brother. He wept aloud^ and the Egyp^ 
iians and the houfe of Pharaoh beard hinu 

The fkft words which his fwelling heart 
allowed him to pronounce, are the mod 
fuitable to fuch an afFe£ling fituation which 
virere ever uttered ; — / am Jofeph ; doth my 
father yet live? — ^What could he, what 
ought he, in that impaffioned moment, to 
have faid more? This is the voice of nature 
herfctf, fpeaking her own language; and 
it penetrates the heart : No pomp of ex- 
preilion; no parade of kindnefs; but 
^cng affedion haftening to utter what it 
U 3 ftrongly 
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8ERM; ftr^nglyfJsk. His bretbrtn could mot tu^kgfSt^ 
^^' bim t for tk^ ipere troubled at bis fnftmck. 
Their filei^e is as qxpreflive 9f thofe 
emotions of repentance and fhame^ whidpi: 
on this amaziog difcovery^ filled thj^r 
breads^ and flopped their utterance, as th« 
few vords which Jofepb fpeaks are e^3C{>ref«- 
five of the generous agitations which drug** 
^le for vent within him. No painter could 
feize a njore ftriking moment fp/ difpla^ying 
the cbara£leriftical features of the hunaan 
heart, than what is here prefented. Never 
was there a fituatioii of more tender and* 
virtuous. joy, on the one liand; nor, on 
the other, of more overwhelming confufiou 
and confcious guilt. In the fimple aafra-. 
tion of the facred hi dorian, it is fet before 
us with greater energy and higher effe^ 
than if it had been wrought up with all the 
colouring of the mod admired modern 
eloquence. 

When Jofeph had a little recovered him* 
felf from the firft tranfports of emotion, he 
proceeds to explain his fnuation to his 
brethren, and to fhew them the beneficent 
purpofes for which he conceived himfelf to 
be raifcd by Piovidcnce into power. The 

apology 
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apology ^hich he makes in the text for their s E R M. 
former cruelty is uncoTiimon and remark^ 
aMe. ' Na*w tbtrefort he yiot grieved nor an-^ 
gry v^itb yourfehes thnt ye fold tne hither ; 
for "God did fend me hef^eyou to preferve you 
a pofterity in the tartb^ and to fave your lives 
by a great deliverance. So now it was not 
you that fent nte bhbtr^ hut God; and he 
btttb made me a father to Pharaoby and lord 
cfaHhis boufoy and a ruler throughout all the 
land of Egypt i This apology was, in truth, 
ho fatisfadtory excufe for their crime'. For, 
though the over-ruling Providence of Hea- 
ven had fo directed the courfe of events, as 
to render their bad intentions fubfervient to 
a happy iflue ; yet the badnefs of the inten- 
tion originated etitirely from themfelves. 
The envy and jealoufy which they enter- 
tained againft their brother, led them to 
the commiffion of an atrocious deed. Tlie 
deed was voluntary ; the crime Was all their 
own ; and the interpofition of Providence, 
in making unfbrefeen confequences fojlow 
from that crime, did not, could not excul- 
pate them from guilt. It were an Jriiptous 
conciufion, that becaufe God extrafls good 
from our evil, we aarc not ianfwerable for 
U4 the 
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SERM. tjie evil which we perpetrate. God canrnt 
6c tempted with the evil^ neither temptetb be 
any man *.. But the fentiment in the text is to 
be confidered as a colour which the gene- 
TOU8 humanity of Jofcph prompted him to 
throw on the condud of his brethren* He 
law the confufion with which they were 
overwhelmed in his prefence. He^ diverts 
their attention from the remembrance of a 
crime which was now wringing their hearts 
with anguifh, by reprefenting to them the 
happy efiefts which that crime had pro- 
duced. He fets them free from all unea^^ 
nefs on his account. He calls upon them 
to rejoice in bis profperity, and, iijftead of 
dwelling on a painful recolle£lion of their 
own condudty to join with him in ac^ 
knowledging and adoring the hand of thq 
Almighty, 

How different is this anyable fpirit whidi 
Jofeph difcovers, from that harfh.and often-si 
tatious fuperioyity which too often accomii 
panics the pretended fgrgivenefs of injuriea 
among thofe who call themfelv?s Chriftians I 
They are ready to fay, that for thejr p*rt^ 
tbcy pajrdoa the wrongs which have b^e^ 
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doDe them ; they wifh that the perfons who S £ RM* 
have committed them may be able to for- ^ ^^ 
give themfelves ; they leave them to CJoA 
and to their own confcience. By the fevere 
fuggeflions .which ;they throw out, they, 
difcover the inward bitternefs of their fpi- 
icit, and artfully gratify refentment, at Ac 
time when they profeft to exercife forgive- 
nefs. Whereas the great and good man^ 
whofe chara^er we now coniider, effaces 
all memory of the crimes which he par- 
dons* . He feeks to alleviate the remorfe 
of his brethren by an extenuation of their 
guilt ; and while he is preparitig to make 
their circumflances comfortable, ftudles at 
the fame time to render their miads eafy 
and tranquilf 

This was not merely a tranfient emotion 
with Jofeph, owing to the firft biirft of af-^ 
UOxoti^ on difcovering him: 
thren. ^ We have a clear ] 
remarkable tranfadlion wbicl 
yeara after this period, of ^ 
icontinuing the fame to the e 
is recprded in the laft chaptc 
that when Jacob died, his fo 
(f ized with fear cooceming the treatment 

which* 
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sERtf, which they might tcceiTe from their brd- 
thcn The guilty arc always fufpicious. 
Confclou* of their own bafenefs, they arc 
iticapaWcof conceiving the magnanimity of 
cSfchers. They faw the botid which hdd 
the family together, now broken by their 
ffrfher^s death. They beaded that the 
refltotitieftt of Jofeph againft theih had hl- 
Aerto been oniy foppreffed or concealed. 
Yheyjhid iwtong tbetnfehes^ feradvtntun be 
«^ ncfni) btdt us J and requite alt tbb evil wbitb 
i^ Sdun^ him. Undet this apprehenflon/ 
Aey firft fent a humWe meflagc to depre- 
date his di3|)leaftire:by the memory of thetr 
cbmnWXi father; and then appearing in MS 
jj^refeneci they fell down befbrfe his face, 
profeffing thcmfclves to be his fervants, and 
graying him to forgive the irefpafs which 
they had cbmimrtcd againft him. Btat no 
inch hidden rcfetrtmettt as they dreaded had 
ever lurked iti the foul of Jofeph. On the 
contrary, when he beheld h!s brethren in 
this aflfeding fituation, berea'^ed of their 
ancient protcftor, and reduced, as they 
imagined, to the neceffity of holding tijjr 
their hatkis to him for mercy, he was bver- 
powered by a tide of tender emotions. Jo^ 

fepb 



Digitized by 



Google 



Oh tbe^ CbaraSkr\iif J^epki %99 

Jipb weft wbik bis hrctbrcn fi^ake\ tinta Sim. &£ R W^ 

10 h^¥e ^uned them of hU forgii^^eoieii^' But 

he profeotly zA^oAy F^tgn^ot ^ifbn^^tbmgAye 
tbtmgbtj^.agaijifi. mc^ . (^r£ mtantJtta^, 

m'wri^ yPH QHtdtf^ur] kttk m^s-, . Andbt wmc 
fortcd tbcm^ andfpah^kfnily untv ibeA v*; . • . 
Such wtt'ibe lad inoidieot that i^rerafifr* ' 
oi sathQ life cf this eimnent peribottft^ 
tha0:^;F^m you will Snd few moradiftjoi^ 
guifhed by. iiaal&mblageji^f iUufbuBit arhrk^ 
tucs ; ia . the low^ft advcdity,, patient ,ajad. 
faithful; in the higheft proi^irity^.JBeaefiM 
cetit andgeoeroua; dutifal and i^eftioiutB 
as a fon ; kind and forgiving: as a brother ^ 
a^cotpfplifhed as a ftatefa>an ; wik hnd pro^ 
vident as a ruler of the land in fuob a 
diarader you behold human nature pi^fTeil^ 
ing its higheft honours. The fratiment^ 
whickit iafpires tend to ennoble our mind^^ 
and to prevent their inibibiog the ipirit o€ 
thofe hard, interefted, and iet^feeking men 
with whom the worid abounds. 

♦ C«icfis^ I. 2U 

The 
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SERm; Th* (Wking exacuple bf forgrf€ri€ft 
n^ J^'^ which the text difplays, ought frfc^Udfttly 
to occut to our thoughts^ aniidft thietrarious 
Qcc&fions^of provocation and^oifeactf ^hicb^ 
aqiie in our mtercoiirfe with the 'world. ^ If 
one fo worthy and amiable, in the ddy^too* 
df. iris youth and innocence, fufiered Tuch. 
<mel treatment from hb brother's, ooght 
we to4>e furprifed if^ even from exir ^idardl 
itflationSy we meet with* inj uiliee 4ir ( ingra- 
titude ? Wrongs and injuries are, »one or- 
lefs^ .the portion of > alU Like Death, they> 
are an evil unavoidable. No ftatk!)n is fo 
higkj no power fo great, no character fo 
uhUennihedy as to exempt us from them. 
In the wotid, ungrateful men, faUe friends, 
and violent enemies^ abound. Every vrife 
man ought to prepare himfelf for what he 
is to encounter in pailing through this' 
thorny regiott* He; is not to expeA that 
he can gather grafia from tbtjlks ; nor to 
iQfe the government of his mind^ bscaufe, 
in the midfl of evil men, he is not allowed 
to remain, like a fecset and inviolable per^ 
fon, untouched and uninjured. 

As this view of our fit nation ought to 
blunt the edge of paflion and impatience, 

fo 
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fo the alkviatmg drcumftances wfeich-tea- SBRM* 

• XL 

fott will 'fuggcft, ought to mollify refcnt- 
tBLtxisu ' .Think of the various conftrudions 
which the aftions'of men will bear. Goh* 
fidepihowl difl^r6nt the motiyes of him who 
hath given us offence, may have been firoih 
thofe, which,tnthe.heatof paffion^weafciibe 
to^ him : how apt all men are to be feduced 
^y miftaken views of intereft, and how 
ftttle ground we have to complain, ;if) %ipon 
a fuppofed interfering of intereftsj we fuffer 
by others preferring their own to oursc 
Remember that no opinions which you forn» 
under the power of refentment can be de-» 
pended upon as juftj atid that every one 
loads^the intentions of his enemy with ima-^ 
ginary degrees of malioe. 

But, admitting the injury you have Te-» 
ceived to be ever fo atrocious in its nature^ 
and aggravated in its circumftances j fup- 
pofmg it to be even parallel to that which. 
Jofeph fuilered ; look \ip, like him, to that 
divine government under which we are all 
placed. If forgivenefs be a duty which 
we know God to have required under the 
Hioft awful fandtions, dare we draw upon 
ouffelv^? the merited vengeance :Of that Su- 
I perior 
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pcrior to whofe cl^nency we are ob%ed 
daily to fly ? When, with hard and unve^ 
tenting difpofitions tc^wards our. brethffei^ 
wc fend up to Heaven prayers for mcfcy to 
ooi&lvea, thcfe prayers return like, tmpre^ 
cations up<m <mr heads \ and ^ur very dc- 
irotioDd leal cur condemnation. 

Tbe moft plain and natural fentiments of 
tt^y com:iir with drvine authority to 
ei^orce the duty which I now recommend. 
Let ^m who has never in his life done 
wrongs be allowed the privilege of re- 
maining inexorable. But let fuch as are 
eoafcious of frathies and crimes, confider 
fbrgivenefs as a debt which they owe to 
otbersr Common failings are the ftrongeft 
leflbn of mutual forbearance. Were thie 
virtue unknown among men, order and 
comfort, peace and repofe, would be firan-- 
gers to human life. Injuries retaliated ac-» 
cording to the exorbitant meafure which 
paflion preftribes, would juftify refentmeot 
in return* The injured perfon would be- 
come the Injurer ; atnt thus wrongs, reta* 
Hations, and frefli injuries, would circulate 
in endlefs fucceilion, till the world was 
rendered a field of blood. Of all the paf- 

iioa^ 
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fioas which invade the hunaan breaft, re* 8 ^^ M. 
venge is the maft direfuL When allowed 
to reign with full dominion, it ig more thaa 
fufficient to poifon the few pleafures which 
remain to roan in hia prefcnt ftate. How 
much focvcr a perfon may fuffci: from in^* 
juftice, he is always in hazard of fiifFeriog 
more from the profecution of revenge. 
The violence of an enemy canagt inflid 
what is equal to the torment he creates to 
himfelf, by means of the fierce and de- 
fperate paflSons which he allows to rage in 
hi$ foul. 

Thofe evil fpurits who inhabit the regions 
of mifery, are leprefented as delighting in 
revenge and cruelty. But all that is great 
and good in the univerfe, is on the fide of 
clemency and mercy. The Almighty Ruler 
of the world, though for ages offended by 
the unrighteoufhefs, and infuked by the 
impiety of men, is long-fuffering and flow 
tfi anger. His Son, when he appeared ia 
our nartiire, exhibited, both in hia life and 
his death, the moft illuftrious example of 
ifoigiveners which the world ever beheld* 
If you look into the hiftory q£ manldiid, 
•you will find that, in every age^ t&afe wha 
14 have 
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SERM, have been refpefted as worthy, or admired 
*• as great, have been diftinguiftied for this 
virtue. Revenge dwells in little midds. 
A noble and magnanimous fpirit is always 
fuperior to it. It fuffers not from the inju- 
ries of men thofe fevere fliocks which others 
feel. Colleded within itfelf, it ftands un- 
moved by their impotent aflaults ; and, with 
generous pity, rather than with anger, looks 
down on their unworthy condudl. It has 
been truly faid, that the greateft man on 
earth can no fooner commit an injury, than 
a good man can make himfelf greater, by 
forgiving it» Jofeph, at the moment when 
we now contemplate him, had entirely un- 
der his power all thofe unnatural brethren 
who had been guilty towards him of the 
moft cruel outrage which men could perpe- 
trate. He could have retained them for ever 
in that Egyptian bondage to which they had 
once configned him ; and have gratified re- 
venge by every accumulaton of difgrace* 
which defpotic power enabled him to infli<9:* 
Had he a^ed this part, he might for a while 
have been foothed by the pleafures of his 
high ftation; but remorfe, in the end, 
would have flung his fouU Cruelty would 

•have 
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have rendered him unhappy within himfelf, S E R U. 
as well a8 odious to others ; and his- name 
would have periflied among the crowd of 
thofe conteijiptible ftatefmen whofc aftions 
ftain the annals of hiftory. Whereas now, 
his charader (lands among the foremoft in 
the ranks of fpotlefs fame* His memory is 
blefled to all generations. His example 
continues to edify the world, and he him- 
felf ihines in the celeftial regions, as the 
hrigbtnefs of the firmament^ and as the far s^ 
for ever and ever. Let us now, 

11. CoNSiDEH the fentiment contained 
in the text, not only as a difcovery of cor- 
dial forgivencfs, but as an exprefljon of 
devout attention to the conduct of Provi- 
dence. So now it was not you tbatfent me 
bhber^ but God^ Remark how beautifully 
piety and humanity arc, in this inftance, 
connected together. As we are told of 
Oomelius, the good Centurion, that his 
prayers and bis alms^ his devotion and his 
g^t)od works, came up together in memorial 
before God} fo here w^ perceive fraternal 
afiedion and religious reverence, mingliiig 
in one emotion within the patriarchs hearts 

Vet. II. X In 
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s £ R M. la a perfen of low and vulgar nednd, th6 
feniations on fuch an occafion would have 
been extremely difierent. Looking back 
on the paft events of his life, he would 
have afcribe^ all the adverfity which be had 
fufiered to the perverfe treatment of his 
brothers ; and all the pro^eritj which he 
afterwards att^dned, to his own good con^ 
du£k and wifdom ; and by confequence would 
have remained embittered againft the inftru- 
ments of the one, and filled with pride and 
felf-fufficiency on account of the other. 
But the elevated and noble mind of Jofeph 
rejedled fuch unworthy fentiments. Ck>n* 
templating the hand of God in all that had 
befallen him, he efl^ed the remembrance 
of thofe evil deeds wluch had produced his 
adveriky ; and for his profperity he affe&ed 
no praife to himfelf, but afcribed it. en- 
tirely to the will of Heaven* Let us take 
notice that this is not the refledion of a. 
private,' retired man, whoie fituation might 
be fupppfed to favour fuch devout medita* 
tions. It is the refledion of one, who wa» 
leading a bufy and a feducing life, ia the . 
midft of a court; the fsivourite of the 
greateft monarch who was then known in 

the 
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the worlds Yet him you behold, amidft SERM. 
the fubmiflioQ and adulation which was _^ 
paid to him, preferving the moderation and 
iimplicity of a virtuous mind ; and, amidft 
the idolatry and fklfe philofophy of the 
Egyptians, maintaining the principles of 
truerelig^m, and giving glory to the God 
of Ifrael. 

From this imity of piety with humanity, 
which is fo confpicuous in the fentiments of 
Jofeph, there arifes one very important in- 
ftru^ion ; that a devout regard to the hand 
of God in the various events of life, tends 
to promote good difpofitions and affedions 
towards men. It will be found by thofe 
who attend to the workings of human na- 
ture, that a great proportion of thofe *ma« 
lignant paflions which break out in the in- 
tercourfe of men, arifes from confining their 
attention wholly to %cond caufes, and over-- 
looking the firft caufe of all. Hence, they 
are infolcnt in profpftrity, becaufe they diC-' 
eem nothing higher than their own abili- 
^ ties ; and in adverfily they are peeviih and 
unforgiving^ bc^^ufe they have 00 object 
on which to fix their view, but the condud 
of men who have aded a^ their enemies. 
X 2 They 
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SERMi They behold qo plan of wifdom or good- 
nefs carried oo throughout nature, which 
QSP allay the difcompofure of their mind. 
As fpon as their temper i$ ruffled, the vrorld 
appears to. them to be a continued fccne oH 
difaft^ and injuries, of ponfufcd events, 
^d ^i unreafonable men. Wh^eas, to the 
pious man, the contemplation of the uni* 
verfe exhibits a very difierem fpeftadc. In 
the midft of feeming confufion he traces a 
pripciple of order j and by attention to that 
0rder his Qiind is hiurmonized and. calmed. 
He b^olds a ynit and righteous Governor 
prefiding over fdl the cc^nmotions which 
are raiij^ by the tumult of con fl idling paf- 
fiQils and interefis ; guiding, with imper- 
ceptible mfiuence, ^e hand of the violent to 
beneBceii^ pVMrpofes; accompliihin^ unex-* 
pedli^d lends by.tjlie moft improbable means; 
Qbli^g .M^ nmr^fth of-^an to pralfe him } 
fometiin^ humbling the mighty,' fometimes 
ex^jting^clmr; ^^vf/naringtbcwckedin 
tbefkviccf which their hands have vir ought. 
Rei^caft^ aciwowledgmcnt of this divine 
gQveramefit Qontrp]# the, 4|ift)rders of in* 
ikriorcfttflionst Reverence for the decrees 
%A Heaven infptres patteace and mod^ra^ 
; tion. 
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fbn. Truft in that ipcrfta wiiTdotli ah4 SERWi 
goodnefs which direfta dt for the beJft, di^* 
miniOies the fiiock which woiidly* ^Kfikftetid 
occafion. Thcf irritation of piifion arid re<^ 
fentment wttl always bcaf pt<>portid5i to tW 
agitation ^hich wie fuflfer froifti thie iihth|ci 
of fortune. One who connefts^TiiiAfeif 
with nothing but fecond caufe^,' partakes of 
the violence and irregularity bf ill tlie iri-^ 
ferior movements belonging to tbis great 
machine* He who rrfcirs all ttf^Jod,* dwells, 
if we may fpeak fo, in that hlg^ei* ijSfhere^ 
where motion begins ; he is iilbje^ to fewef 
(bocks and concuflibns, and is oriljrcitrricd'* 
along by the motion of ^he^nivferfe^ ^ 

How can miWnefs'or for^venfefi gain- 
place in the tertiperof'that man, wHo, on^ 
occafiort of every calamity whith he fuffcrs^ 
from the ill ufagc of others, has no Iknftiiary * 
within his own breaft to which he^ari iiiake* 
retreat from their vej^ations^j Who* is jiof- 
lefled df no principle which is df fuffitient* 
power to bear down the rifing tide of pee- 
vifti and angry pafiipns ? The violence of 
an enertiy or the.ingratitude of a friend, the 
injuftice of one man, and the treachery of 
anothei^, perpettrally dwell and ranlcle in 
X3 ' hi« 
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^^I *** ^* tboughts. The part which they have 
a^ed ip briogiag pa his diftrefs, ift frequently 
mor^igratmg.t^ him than the diftrefs itfeiL 
W^pea^ he who in ev^ event looks up to 
^7odj:has:a}way8 in his i^«w a gipnt and ele* 
vatingolge^ which infpires kim with mag- 
fianimky. ' His mind lies open to eVeiy 
relieving thought, and is inclined to every 
fuggeftion of generoHty. He is difpofed to 
fay with Jofeph, it was not you tbatfent me 
hither i butG^d; with David, it is the Lord; 
let him do whatfeemeth good in his eyes ; and 
with a greater perfonage than either of theie, 
the cup which my Father hath given me to 
dririij JhaU I not drink it f Hence arifes 
fuperiority to many of the ordinary provo- 
cations of the world. For he looks upon 
the whole of his prefent life as part of a 
great plan which is carried on under the 
dire^ion of Heaven* In this plan he views 
men as ading their feveral parts, and con- > 
tributing to his gooa'or evil. But their 
parts he confiders as fubordinate . ones ; 
which, though they may juftly merit his 
affedion, and may occafionally call forth 
his refentment, yet afford no proper found- 
ation^ to violent or malignant paflion. He 

looks 
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looks upon bad men as only the rod with S EJ^ M. 



VT 

which the Almighty chaftens; like the ^ 



peftilence, ti)6 earthquake^ or the ftorm. 
I^ the midft of their injuftice and violence 
he cam' pity tbdir bfihdnefs; and imitate 
our blefled Lord in praying. Father^ forgive 
tbem ; for they Imonv not what they do^ 
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Oa the Character of Haiiasih 
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? Kings, viiL la, •J- 

^nd Hazael faid^ ivhy weepetb my Lordf 
And he anfuoered^ J^ecaufe I know the evil 
that thou wit do unto the children oflJraeU 
^beirjlrong holds wilt thou Jet on fire ^ and 
their young men wilt thou fiay with the 
Jword^ and wilt dajb their children^ and 
rip up their women with child. And 
Ha%ael faidy But what^ is thy Jervant 
a dog that he Jbould do this great thing t 
And Eli/ba anfweredy The Lord hath 
Jhewed me that thou Jhalt be king over 
Syria. 

TN the days of Joram, king of Ifrael, flou- 
rifhe4 the prophet Eli(ha, His character: 
was fo eminenty and his f^o;iQ fo wl(jQly 
fpread, that Benhadad the king of Syrja^ 
though an idols^ter^ fent to confult him.con^ 

corning 
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cerning the iflite of a diftemper which SRRM. 
threatened his life. The meflcngcr em- ^^...-vw 
ployed on this occafion was Hazael, who 
appears to have been one of the princes, or 
chief men of the Syrian court.. Charged 
with rich gifts from the king, he prefents 
himfelf before the prophet, and accofts him 
in terms of the highefl rcfpefl:. During the 
conference which they held together, Eliflia 
foced his eye ftedfaftly on the coimtenance 
of Hazael ; and difccming, by a pcophctic 
ipirit, . his future tyranny and cruelty, he 
could not contain himfelf from b.urftiog; i«^to 
a, flood of tears. When Hazael^^n,furprife, 
ioqpired into the caufe of this ^^j(Jd«n emo- 
tion, the prophet plainly inforn>^,him of'thc 
crimes and barbarities which ^q forefaw 
that hereafter he fhould commit* j ;The foul 
of Hazael ^bhorred,atthis |ime,,|he thoughts 
^f cruelty. tJncorrunte^, as yet, by ^^ 
bition or greatnefs^ his indignation afofe at 
being thought capable of fuch favage adions 
as the prophet had^ m'ehtioned ;',and,'' with 
much warmth, he regies,' - i7/J^^ w^^/, it 
tbf/ervant a dog^ that htl/b(kt(ld(f ibis great 
thing? ElUha makes no return but to point 
Otit a reinarkable changje Which was to take 

place 
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SERM. place in his condition; The Lord bath 
XI I 

• Jhewed me that thoujhalt be king over Syria. 

In courfe of time ail that had been pre- 
dided came to pafs. Hazael afcended the 
throne j and ambition took pofTeflion of his 
heart. Hejmote the children oflfrael in all 
their coajls. He opprejfed them during all the 
days of king yeboahaz * ; knd, from what 
is left on record of his adions, plainly ap* 
pears to have proved what the prophet fore- 
faw him to be, a man of violence^ cruelty, 
and blood* 

In this paflage of hiftory, an objedl Is 
prefcnted which deferves our ferious atten-^ 
tion. We behold a man who, in one ftate 
of lifei could not look upon certain crimes 
without furprife and horrour; who knew 
fo little of himfelf, as to believe it impoffible 
for him ever to be concerned in commit- 
ting them ; that fame man, by a khange of 
condition^ transformed in all hisifentiments) 
and as he rofe in greatnefs rifing alfo in 
guilt ; till at laft he completed that whole 
charader of iniquity which he once de- 
tufted; Hence the following Obfervations 

naturally arifc. I. That to a' mind not en- 

' . ... 4 ', 4 . 

• 3 Kings, xiii. 21 • 

tirely 
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» 

tirely corrupted, fentiments of abhorrence at S ^ J M. 
guilt are natural, II • That^ notwithftand- 
ing tbofe fentiments, the mind may be 
brought under the dominion of the vices 
Tvhi^h it had moft abhorred, IIL That 
this unhappy revolution is frequently owing 
to a change of men's external circumftances 
and condition in the world. Thefe obferva- 
tions are to make the fubjed of the pre- 
fent difcourfe;. and will lead us to fuqh 
a view of human nature^ as, it is hoped^ 
may be of general ufe. 

I. Sentiments of abhorrence at guilt 
are natural to the human mind. HazaePs 
reply to the Prophet ihews how ftrongly he 
felt thenu Is thy fervant a dogy that be 
Jbould do this great thing ? Is he, or can be 
ever be fo bafe and wretched, as to perpe- 
trate crimes which wpuW render hioi ua^ 
worthy of bearing the name of a inan? 
This is the voice of human nature, while 
it is not as yet hardened in iniquity. Some 
vices are indeed more odious lo t^e.mind^ 
than others^ Providiiice.has wifely pointed ^ 
the fliarpeft edge of this natural: averliaaL 
againft the crimes which •are Qf*mo!(ii}erni« 

cious 
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SSK.M. cious snd definitive nature; fuch as trea^ 
chery, oppr effion^ and cruelty. But, in ge^ 
neraly the diftindion between moral good 
and evil is fo ftrongly marked, as to ftamp 
almofi every vice with the charader of 
turpitude. Prefenjt to any man, even the 
moft ignorant and untutored, an obvious 
inftance of injuflice, falfehood, or im- 
piety ; let him view it in a cool momoit, 
wh^n no pailion blinds, and no interefi 
warps him; an4 you will find that his 
mind immediately revolts againfl: it, as 
fhameful and bafe, nay, as deferving pu^ 
nilhment. Hence, in reafoning on the 
chara^erS of others, however men may 
miftake as to fads, yet they generally praife 
and bbme according to the principles of 
found morality. 

With refpefl: to their own charader, a 
notortom partiality too generally mifleads- 
their judgment. But it is remarkable, that 
no franer ever avows diredly to himfelf, 
that he has been guilty of grofs and down- 
right iniquity. Even when engaged by his 
paffions in the commi^on of the greateft 
crimes, he always palliates them to his own 
inind by fome extenuation or i^plpgy^fome 

pretended 
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pretended neccflSty, or feme borrowed co- 8 E R M. 
lour of innocence. Such power the unde- wv-w 
niable dignity of virtue, and the acknow- 
ledged turpitude of vice, pofTefTes over every 
human heart Thefe fentitnents are th^ re* 
maining impreffions of that law, which was 
originally written on the mind of man. 
They are gleams of that light which once 
fbooe clear and (Irong within us; and which, 
though it be now greatly obfcured, yet con- 
tinues to {boot a feeble ray athwart the 
darknefs of human nature.— —But what- 
ever £entiments of abhorrence at vice we 
may ^t any time entertain, we have no 
reafoi to build upon thefe a prefumptuoua 
confidence of our continuance in virtue. 
For, the next inftruftion which the text 
fuggefts, is, 

II. That fuch is man's ignorance 6f his 
own charadter, fuch the frailty of his na- 
ture, that he may oHd dii^ become infamous 
for thofe very erinics 'Which -at prefeiit hc^ 
bdds in deteftation'/ Tlhiil obfetvation is ' 
too well veMed by the Hlftory of Haiael j ^ 
and' a thouTand other inilance^ miight be 
brought Id cwofirni it. .Thdu^h ihetir is^ 
5 nothing 
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SE R M. nothing which every perfon ought to know 
' ^ fo thoroughly as his own heart, yet from 
the conduct of men it appears, that there is 
nothing with which they are lefs acquainted^ 
Always more prone to flatter themfdves 
than defirous to difcover the truth, they 
truft 10 their being poffefled of every virtue 
which has not been put to the trial ; and 
reckon themfelves fecure againft every vice 
to which they have not hitherto been 
tempted. As long as their duty hangs in 
ipeculation, it appears fo plain, and fo eli- 
gible, that they cannot doubt of performing 
it. The fufpicion never enters their mind, 
that in the hour of fpeculation, and in the 
hour of pradice, their fentiments may differ 
widely. Their prefent difpofition they eafily 
perfuade themfelves will ever continue the 
fame ; and yet that difpofition is changing 
with circumftances every momwit 

The man who glows with the warm feel-* 
ings of devotion, imagines it impoffible for 
him to lofe that fenfe of the divine good- 
nefs which at prefent melts his heart. He 
whom his friend had lately faved fipom fuin, 
is confident that, if fome trying emergency 
(haH put hU gratitude to proofs he will ra^^ 

L ther 
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tber die than abandon his benefa^on He SBRM* 
who lives happy and contented in frugal in- v. 
duflry, wonders how any man can give him- 
fclf up to diflblute pleafure. Were any of 
thofe perfons informed by a fuperior fpirit, 
that the time was ihortly to come when the 
one (hould prove an example of fcandalous 
impiety, the other of treachery to his friend^ 
and the third of all that extravagant luxury 
which difgraces a growing fortune j each 
of them would teilify as much furprife and 
abhorrence as Hazael did, upon hearing 
the predidions of the prophet Sincere 
they might very poffibly be in their ex- 
preflions of indignation ; for bypocrify is 
not always to be charged on men whofe 
condudt is inconfiflent. Hazael was in 
earneil, when he refented with fuch ardour 
the imputation of cruelty. The Apoftle 
Peter was fincere when he made the zealous 
profeflioQ, that though he fhould go to 
priibn and to death with his mafter, he 
would never deny him. They were fin* 
cere; that; is, they fpoke from the fulnefs 
of their h^rts, apd from the warmth of the 
prefent moment ; but they did not know 
themfelves, a$ the events which followed- 

I plainly 
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•8ERM. plainly fhewed. So falfe to its principles, 
' too frequently, is the heart of man y fo weak 
18 the foundation of human virtue ; fo much 
reafon there is for what the Gofpel perpe- 
tually inculcates concerning the neceflity of 
diftrufting ourfelves, and depending on di- 
vine aid. Mortifying, I confefs, is this 
view of human nature ; yet proper to be 
attended to by all, in order to efcape the 
moft fatal dangers. For, merely through un- 
guarded condu£t, and from the want of this 
prudent fufpicion of their own weakncfs, 
how many, after the moft promifing begin- 
nings, have gradually apoftatizcd from every 
principle of virtue ; until, at laft, it has be- 
come as difficult for one to believe that they 
ever had any love of goodnefs, as it would 
have been once to have perfuaded them- 
felves that they were to advance to fuch a 
height in.wickednefs ! 

In fuch cafes as I have defcribed, what 
has become, it may be inquired, of thofe 
fentiments of abhorrence at guilt which 
were once felt fo ftrongly? Are they to- 
tally erafed ? or, if in any degree they 
remain, how do fuch perfons contrive to 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy themfelves in adting a part wh5*ch * E R M. 
their minds condemn ? — Here, there is a 
myftery of iniquity which requires to be 
imfolded. Latent and fecret is the pro- 
grefs of corruption within the foul ; and 
the more latent, the more dangerous is its 
growth. No man becomes of a fudden 
completely wicked. Guilt never {hews its 
whole deformity at once ; but by gradual 
acquaintance reconciles us to its appearance^ 
and imperceptibly difFufes its poifon through 
all the powers of the mitid. Every man 
has fome darling paflion, which generally 
affords the firft introdudlion to vice. The 
irregular gratifications into which it occa^ 
fionally fcduces him, appear under the form 
of venial weaknefles ; and are indulged in 
the beginning, with fcrupuloufnefs and re» 
ferve. But, by longer pradice, thefe re- 
Uraints weaken, and the power of habit, 
grows. One vice brings in another to its 
aid% By a fort of natural affinity they con- 
ned and entwine themfelvf s together ; till 
their roots come to be fpread wide and deep 
over aH the fouK When guilt rifes to be 
glaring, confcience endeavours to remon- 
ftrate. But confcience is a calm principle. 
Pdlion is loud and impetuous ; and creates 
Vol. IL Y a tumult 
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5 E R M. a tumult which drowns the voice of reafbit. 
XII . • • 

It joins^ befideSy artifice to violence ; and 

feduces at the fame time that it impels* 
For it employs the undcrftanding to impofe 
upon the confcience. It devifes reafons 
and arguments to juflify the corruptions of 
the heart. The common pradice of the 
world is appealed to. Nice dillinflions are 
made. Men are found to be circumftanced 
in fo peculiar a manner, as to render cer- 
tain actions excufable, if not blamelefs^ 
which, in another fituation, it is confefled^ 
would have been crlminah By fuch a proN- 
cefs as this, there is reafon to believe, that 
a great part of mankind advance from ftep 
to ftep in fin, partly hurried by paffion^ 
and partly blinded by felf-deceit, without 
any juft fenfe of the degree of guilt whick 
they contract. By inveterate habits, their 
judgment is, at length, perverted, and their 
moral feelings are deadened. They feenow 
with other eyes; and can look without paia. 
on evil adions which they formerly ab-» 
horred. 

It is proper, however, to ob&rvc^ that 
though our native fentiments of abhorrence' 
at guilt may be fo borne do\yn, or fo eludec^ , 
as to lofe their influence on condu<^, yet . 

ibofc 
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thbfe fentiments belonging originallyto our s P. r m. 



Fhiine, and being never totally eradicated 
from the foul, will ftill retain fo much au- 
thority, as if not to reform, at leaft, on fome 
occafion^, to chaften the finner. It is only 
during a courfe of profperity, that vice is 
iible to carry on its delufions without dif* 
turbance. But amidft the dark and thought- 
ful fituations of life, confcience regains its 
rights ; and pours the whole bitternefs of 
remorfe on his heart, who has apoftatized 
from his original principles. We may well 
believe that, before the end of his days^ 
Ha^aers firft impreflions would be made 
to return. In the hour of adverfity, the 
remembrance of his conference with the 
Ycnerable Prophet would fting his heart- 
Comparing the fentiments which, in thofe 
his better days, he felt, with the atrocious' 
cruelties which he had afterwards commit- 
ted, all the honours of toyalty would be 
unable to fave him 'from the inward fenfe 
of bafeoefs and infamy. 

Fnofe this view ^^hicfh has beeii exhi-' 

bited cf'the progrefs of corruption, and o^ 

the danger to which we are expofed, of 

faJIiBg from principles which once appeared 

jy Y 2 firmly 
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s E R M. firmly cftablifhed, let us receive ufefcd ad- 
^^1: . monition for our own condu<3:. Let not 
him that girdetb on his hamefsy boq/i like bim 
tbat puttetb it off. Let no man place a rafh 
abd dangerous confidence in his virtue^ 
But let him tbat thinketh be Jlandcth^ take 
heed lejl he fall. Never adventure on too 
near an approach to what is evil. Fami« 
liarize.not yourfelves with it, in the (lighteft 
inftances, without fear. Liften with re* 
Terence to every rcprehenfion of con* 
fcience ; and preferve the moft quick and 
accurate fenfibility to right and wrong. If 
ever your moral impreffions begin to de- 
cay, and your natural abhorrence of guilt 
to leifen, you have ground to dread that 
tlie ruin of virtue is fad approaching^ 
While you employ all the circumfpedion, 
and vigilance which reafon can fugged, let 
your prayers, at the fame time^ continually 
afcend to God for fupport and aid. Re- 
member that from him defcendeth every good 
and perfeS gift ) and that to him only it 
belongs to keep you from falling ^ and to pre^ 
fent you fault Ufs befi/re the pr^enu of hit 
glory with exceeding joy. I proceed bow 
to the 

IlldOa- 
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Illd Observation from the text, That s e r M. 
the power which corruption acquires to . ;^i;^ 
pervert the original principles of man, is 
frequently owing to a change of their cir* 
cumftances and condition in the world. 
How different was Hazael the meflenger 
of Benhadad, from Hazael the king; he 
who ftarted at the mention of cruelty, from 
him who waded in blood ? Of this fad 
and furprifing revolution, the Prophet em- 
phatically afligns the caufe in thefe few 
words ; The Lord bath Jhewed mc that tbcu 
Jbalt be king over Syria. That crown, that 
fatal crown which is to be fet upon thy 
head, fhall fhed a malignant influence over 
thy nature ; and ftudl produce that change 
in thy cbaradier, which now thou canft 

not believe Whofe experience of the 

world is fo narrow as not to fumifli him 
with inftanqes fimilar to this, in much 
humbler conditions of life ? So great is 
the influence of a new fituation of external 
fortune ; fuch a different turn it gives to 
our temper and affections, to our views 
and defires, that no man can forptel what 
his character would prove, fhould Provi- 
dence either raifc or deprefs his circum- 
Y 3 fiances 
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SERM. ftances in a remarkable degree^ or throw 
him into feme fphere of aftion widely dif-* 
ferent from that to which he has been ao^ 
cuftomed in former life. 

The feeds of various qualities, good and 
bad, lie in all our hearts. But until pro^ 
per occafions ripen and bring them forr 
ward, they lie there inafltive and dead,^ 
They are covered up aqd conces^led within 
the recefles of our nature ; or, if they fpring 
up at all, it is under fuch an appearance atf. 
is frequently ^miftaken, even by ourfelves^ 
Pride, for inftance, in certain fituationsj 
has no opportunity of difplaying itfelf, bm 
as magnanimity, or fenfe of honour. Ava- 
rice appears as neceflary and laudable oeco-^^ 
nomy. What in one ftation of life would 
difcover itfelf to be cowardice and bafenefa 
of mind, pafles in another for prudent cir- 
cumfpedion. What in the fulnefs of power 
would prove to be cruelty and oppreffion,^ 
is reputed, in a fubordinate Tank, no 'more 
than tlie exercife of proper difcipline. Foif 
a while, the man is known neither by the 
world nor by himfelf, to be what he truly 
is. But bring him into a new fituation of 
life, %vhich accords with his predominant ' 

difpofition j 
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^fpofition ; which (Irikes on certain latent SERM. 
qualities of his foul, and awakens them into 
adion ; and as the leaves of a flower gra- 
dually unfold to the fun, fo fhall all his true 
charaScr open full to view. 

This may in one light, be accounted 
not fo much an alteration of charafter pro- 
duced by a change of circumftances, as a 
difcovery brought forth of the real charafter, 
which formerly lay concealed. Yet, at the 
fame time, it is true that the man himfelf 
undergoes a change. For opportunity being 
given for certain difpcfitions, which had 
been dormant, to exert thcmfelves without 
rcftraint, they of courfe gather ftrength. 
By means of the afcendancy which they 
gain, other parts of the temper are borne 
down ; and thus an alteration is made in ' 
the whole ftrufture and fyftem of the foul. 
He is a truly wife and good man, who, 
through divine affiftance, remains fuperior 
to this influence of fortune on his chat- 
ra<Ster, who having once imbibed worthy 
fentiments, and eftablifhed proper principles 
of aftion, continues conftant to thefe, 
whatever his circumfl:ances be ; maintain?, 
throughout all the changes of his life, one 
y 4 uniform 
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^^; ?ind what he abhorred as evil and wicked ia 
the beginning of his days, continues to ab^ 
hot to the end. But how rare is it to meet 
with this honourable confiftency aoiong 
men, while they are paj(fing through the 
different flations and periods of life ! When 
they are fetting out in the world, before 
their minds have b^n greatly n\ifled or 
debafed, they glow with generous emotions, 
9iid look with contempt on what is fordid 
and guilty. But advancing farther in life, 
and inured by degrees to the crooked ways 
of men ; preffing through the crowd, ao^ 
the buftle of the world } obliged to contend 
with this pfi^n's craft and that man's fcorn ; 
^ccullomed, fometimcs, to conceal thdr 
fentimeota, and often to. ftifle their feelings, 
they become at Jaft hardened in heart, and 
familiar with corruption. Who would not 
drop a tear over this fad, but frequent fill 
of human probity and honour ? Who is not 
humbled, when he beholds the refined fen-, 
timents and high principles on which we 
are fo ready to value ourfelves brought to 
fuch a fhamcful ifTue ; and man, with all 
hi? bo^fted aUainj[nepts of reafon, difcovered 
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for often to be the creature of his external SERM. 
fortune, moulded and formed by the inci« 
dents of his life ? 

The inftance of HazaeKs degeneracy 
leads U8 to reflet, in particular, on the dan- 
gers which arife from ftations of power and 
greatneft \ cfpecially when the elevation of 
men to thefe has been rapid and fudden. 
Few have the ftrength of mind which is re- 
quifite for bearing fuch a change with tem- 
perance and felf-command* The refpeA 
which is paid to the great, and the fcope 
which their condition affords for the indul- 
gence of pleafure, are perilous circumftances 
to virtue. When men live among their 
equals, and are accuflomed to encounter the 
hardfhips of Kfe, they are of courfe remind- 
ed of their mutual dependence on each 
other, and of the dependence of all upon 
God. But when they are highly exalted 
above their fellows, they meet with few 
objeds to awaken ferious refle£lion, but 
with many to feed and inflame their paf- 
fions. They are apt to feparate their in- 
tereft from that of all around them ; to 
wrap themfelves up in their vain grandeur ; 

and 
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SE i^ M. and in the lap of indolence and felfifh plca^ 
fure, to acquire a cold indifference to the 
concerns even of thofe whom they call their 
friends. The fancied independence inta 
which they are lifted up, is advcrfe to fenti- 
ments of piety, as well as of humanity, ia 
their heart. Taking the timbrel and the barp^ 
and rejoicing at tbejbundof tbe organ ^ tbey 
fay unto God^ depart from us^ for we defre 
not tbe knowledge of tby ways* Wbat if 
tbe Altnigbty tbat we Jbould ferve bim? or 
wbat profit Jball we bave^ if we pray unto^ 
bim? 

But we are not to imagine, that elevated 
ftations in the world furnifli the only formi- 
dable trials to which our virtue is expofed. 
It will be found, that we are liable to no 
fewer nor lefs dangerous temptations, from 
the oppofite extreme of poverty and depref- 
, fion. When men who have known better 
days are thrown down into abjeft fituations 
of fortune, their fpirits are broken and their 
temper foured. Envy rankles in their 
breaft at fuch as are more fuccefsful. The 
providence of Heaven is accufed in fecret 
murmurs ; and the fenfe of mifery is ready 
^o pufh them into atrocious crimes, in ordeic 

to 
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to better their ftate. Among the inferior 6ERM. 
clafles of mankind, craft and difhonefty are 
too often found to prevail. Low and pe- 
nurious circumftances deprefs the human 
powers* They deprive men of the proper 
means of knowledge and improvement; 
and where ignorance is grofs, it is always 
in hazard of engendering profligacy. 

Hence it has been, generally, the opi- 
nion of wife men in all ages, that there is 
a certain middle condition of life, equarfly 
remote from either of thofe extremes of 
fortune, which, though it want not alfo its 
own dangers, yet is, on the whole, the 
ftate moft favourable both to virtue apd'to 
happiaefs. For there, luxury and pride on 
the one hand, have not opportunity to ener- 
vate or intoxicate the mind, noi: want and 
dependence on the other, to fink and de- 
bafq it ; there, all the native affedions of 
the foul have the freeft and faireft exercife, 
the equality of men is felt, friendfliips are 
^ formed, and improvements of every fort are , 
purfued with nioft fuccefs; there, men are 
prompted to induftry without being over- 
come by toll, and their powers called forth 
ipto exertion, without being either fuper- 

feded 
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S E R M, feded by too much abundance, or baffled 
XII . . . . 

by iofuperable difEculties; there, a mixture 

of coniforts and of wants, at once awakens 
their gratitude to God, and reminds them 
of their dependence on his aid; and, there- 
fore, in this ftate, men feem to enjoy life to 
mod advantage, and to be lead es^pofed to 
the fnares of vice. Such a condition is 
recorded in the book of Proverbs, to have 
been the wifti and choice of one who was 
eminent for wifdom. Remove far from me 
vanity and lies. Give me neither poverty nor 
riches. Feed me with food convenient for 
me. Left I be full and deny Tbee^ and fay ^ 
Who is the Lord? or left I be poor andjieal^ 
and take the name of my God in vain *• 

From the whole view which we have 
now taken of the fubjeft, we may, in th^ 
firft place, learn the reafons for which a 
variety of conditions and ranks was efta» 
blifhed by Providence among mankindt 
This life is obvioufly intended to be a ftat^ 
of probation and trial. No trial of charac- 
ter is requifite with refpei^ to God, who 
fees vsrhat is in every heart, and perfedtly 



* Prov. XXX, 8, 9. 
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knows what part each man would a£k, in all S B R M. 
the poffible fituations of fortune. But on ^r-/ jt 
account of men themfelves, and of the 
world around them, it was neceflary that 
trial (hould take place, and a difcrimination 
of charaders be made ; in order that true 
virttie might be feparated from falfe appear- 
ances of it, and the juftice of Heaven be 
difplayed in its final retributions ; in order 
that the failings of men might be fo dif- 
covered to themfelves, as tb afford them prt)- 
per inftru^Slion, and promote their amend- 
ment ; and in order that their charaders> 
might be (hewn to the world in every, 
point of view which could furnifh either 
•examples for imitation, or admonitions of 
danger. The accompliHiment of thefe im- 
portant purpofes required, that human life' 
Ihould not always proceed in one tenour j; 
but that it (hould both be chequered with 
many revolutions, and diver fified by a va-* 
riety of employmenta and ranks j in pafl^ 
ing through which, the touchftone might 
be applied to the characlers of men, and 
their hidden virtues Or vices explored. 
Mazael might hayc aj^aredin hifloiy with 
a degree of reputation to which he was not 
X2 : entitled, 
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6 E R M. entitled, had he continued to a£t in a fuf>« 

X'i 

' ^ ordinate ftation. At bottom, he was falfe 
and unfound. When raifed higher in life^ 
the corruption of his heart difcovered itfelf ^ 
and he is now held forth with deferred in- 
famy, as a warning to fucceeding ages, 

. 4 

In the fccond place. We learn, from what 
has been faid, the importance of attending,* 
with the utmofl care, to the choice which we* 
make of our employment and condition in 
Kfe. It has been fhewn, that our external 
(ituation frequently operates powerfully on 
our moral character j and by confequence 
that it is ftridly connc<9:ed, not only with 
our temporal welfare, but widi our ever-' 
lading happiriefs or mifery. He who might 
have paffed unblamed, and upright, through 
certain walks of life, by unhappily choofing 
a road where he meets with temptations too 
ftrohg for^his virtue, prefcipitates himfelf 
into fliame here> and into endlefs rtjin here-' 
after. Yet how often is the determination 
of this ntoft important article left to the* 
chance of accidental connexions, or ftib-- 
mitted to the option of youthful fancy and 
kttmour ? Whea it is made the fubjeG: of 
10 ferious 
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ferlous deliberation, how feldom have they, s E R M. 
on whom the decifion of it depends, any 
further view than fo to difpofe of one who 
is coming out into life, as that he may the 
fooneft become rich, or, as it is expreffed, 
make his way to mod advantage in the 
world ? Are there no other objeds than 
this to be attended to, in fixing the plan of 
life ? Are there no more facred and im- 
portant interefts which deferve to be con- 
fulted ? — ^You would not willingly place 
one whofe welfare you ftudied, in a fitua- 
tion for which you were convinced that 
his abilities were unequal. Thefe, there- 
fore,. you examine with care ; and on them 
you reft the ground of your decifion. Be 
perfuaded that not abilities merely, but the 
turn of the temper and the heart, require 
to be examined with equal attention,^ in 
forming the plan oi future eftablifliment* 
Every one has fome peculiar weaknefs, 
fome predominant paffion, which expofe^ 
him to temptations of One kind more than 
of another. Early this may be difcerned 
to ihoot J and from its fii^ft rifing its fu- ^ 
ture growth may be inferred. Anticipate 
its progrcft. Gonfider how it Is likely to 

be 
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SERM. be affcfted by fucceeding . occurrences in 
life. If you bring one whom you are rear- 
ing up into a fituation wh«re all the fut- 
rounding circumftances iball chen(h and 
mature this fatal principle in hl^ nature, 
you become, in a great meafure, anfwcr- 
able for the confequences ttiat follow. Iii 
Tain you truft to his abilities and powers. 
Vice and corruption, ^hen they have taint- 
ed the heart, are fuflScient to overfet the 
greateft abilities. Nay, too'frequently they 
turn them again ft the poffeflbr ; and render 
them the inftruments of his more fpeedy 
ruin. 

In the third place, we learn from the 
hiftory whic^i has been illuftrated, never to 
judge of true happinefs, merely iFrom the 
degree of men's advancement in the world. 
Always betrayed by "appearances, the mul- 
titude are caught by nothing fo niuch as hj 
the fhow and pomp of life. They think 
every one bleft, who is raifed far above others 
in rank. From their earlieft years they are 
taught to fix their views upon worldly ele- 
vation, as the ultimate obje6t of their aims ;' 
and of all the fources of error in condu<a,- 

this 
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this is the moft general — Hktfu^l^ on the 3ERM. 
throne of Syria, would, doubtlefs, be more 
feimedy and efteemed by the multitude h 
far happier man, than when, yet a fubjtfft', 
he was employed by Benhadad to tarry hi* 
meflage to Elifha, Yet, O Hazael ! how 
mocb better had it been for thee never to 
have known the name of honour of a king, 
than to have purchafed it at the expence of 
£6 much guik ; forfeiting thy firft and beft 
cjharafter j rufliing into crimes which tvere 
once thine abhorrence ; and becoming a 
traitor to the native fentiments and didafteis 
of, thy heart! ^ow fatal to, thy repofe 
proved that coveted purple, which was 
drenched by thee in fo much innocent blood ! 
How much more cheerful were thy days, 
and how much calmer thy nights, in the 
former periods of thy life, than when, 
placed on a throne, thy ears were invaded 
by day with the cries of the miferabfe whom 
fhou hadft ruined ; and thy flumbers broken 
by night with the fhocking remembrance of 

thy cruelties and crimes ! Never let us 

judge by the outfide of things; nor con- 
clude a man to he happy, folely becaufe he 
is encompaffcd with wealth or grandeur. 
Vol. IL Z Much 
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SERM. Much niUerv often lurks where it U Iktle 
^^^^/ ^ ^ fufpeded by the world. The material ia-r 
quiries rejfpeding felicity are, not what a* 
man's external condition is, but with what 
difpofition of mind he bears it j. whether he 
be corrupted or improved by it,; whether 
Jxe con^uds himfelf fo as to be accejAablif 
to God, and approved of by good mem 
For thefe are the circumftances which mabe 
the reaf and important diftin£tiops. among 
the conditions of men. The efiedts of thef<? 
^re to laft for ever, when all wprldly difr 
tindions fhall be for^ot^en, 

In the. fourth place, froin all that has 
been faid, we fhould le2^rn never to be imt- 
moderately anxious about our external fitur 
ation, but to fubinit our lot with cheerful- 
neft to the dilpofal of Heaven. To make 
the beft and moft prudent arrangements 
which we can, refpeding our condition iq 
life, is matter of high duty. But let us re-: 
member that all the plans which we form 
are precarious and uncertain. After the 
ytmoft precautions taken by human wil^ 
dom, no man can forefee the hidden dan- 
gers which may ^wait, hipi \n that p^h of 

life 
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Ufc on which he has pitched. Provideftce S^EIt-Mv 
fh0ofes for us much more wifely thatt wef v..^, 
can choofe for burfelves ; and, from circiikn- 
ftances that appealed at firft moft unpro- 
mifmg and adverfei often brings forth inf 
the iffue both' temporal and fpiritual felicity. 
Wbo'ittowetb what is^ good for a man in thh 
iifii ail the dap ^of bis vain-Kfe^ 'wbich.he^ 
fpendetb as ajloadow f When we confider 
the darknefs of our prefent ftate, the imbe- 
cility of human nature, and the doubtful 
and ambiguous value of all that we call 
profperity, the exhortation of the Pfalmift 
comes home with great force on every 
refleding mind. Commit thy way unto the 
Lord *. Form thy meafures with prudence ; 
but divert thyfelf of anxiety about the iflue. 
Inftead of feeking to order thine own lot, 
acquiefce in the appointment of Heaven, 
and follow without hefitation the call of 
Providence, and of duty. In whatever 
fituation of life God fhall place thee, look 
up devoutly to Him for grace and aflift- 
ance J and ftudy to a£t the part affigned thee 
with a faithful and upright heart. Thus 
(halt thou have peace within thyfelf, while 

• P/alm xxxvii. 5* 

t\ thy 
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S E RM. thy courfe h going on ; and when it draws 
^^^* towards a ck>&, with fatiafaAion thou flialt 
xoview thy co0du£t. For, after all the tinla 
and labours of Hfe, and all the vain ftruggles 
which we maintain for pre-eminence and 
diftioi^OQ, we fhall find at the concluilon 
€^ the whole fcene, that t^ fear God and 
Uf^, hi4 cowfiumdmnU U the <»hok (fmuth 
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SERMON XIIL 

Oa the Benefits to be derived frotn th« 
House of Mourning* 



■ M -" ■ 



EcCLBSIASTESy viL 2y ^i 4« 

i? /V Better to go the houfe of mournings 
than to go to the houfe of feqfting ; for that 
is the end of all men^ and the living iviU 
lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better than 
laughter; for by thefadnefs of the counter 
nance the heart is made better. The heart 
of the wife is in the houfe of mourning } 
but the heart of fools is in the houfe of 
mirth. 

l^ANY df tlie maxima eontdned in SERM. 

this book of Ecclefiaftes will appear^ J^^ 
ftrange £iyinga to the men of the worlds 
Bat wheoi they reflet on the charader off 
Um ifrhd delivers them, they cannot bufe 
admit thait his tenets defetve a ferioud and 
Z 3 attentive 
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s E R M. attentive examination. For, they are not 
the dodrines of a pedant, who, from an 
obfcure retirement, declaims agdnft plea* 
fures which he neVer knew. They are not 
the inveftives of a difappointed man, who 
takes revenge upon the world, by fatirifing 
thofe enjoyments which he fought in vain to 
obtain. They are the conclufions of a great 
and profperous prince, who had once given 
full fcope to his defires ; who was thoroughly 
acquainted with life in its^ moft flattering 
fcenes; an^ ^ho now, reviewing all that 
he had enjoyed, delivers to us the refult of 
long experience, and tried wifdom* None 
of his principles feem, at firft view, more 
dubious and exceptionable than thofe which 
the text prefents. To affert that forrow u 
preferable tq mirth, and the hou/e ofmourn^ 
tngio the hou/e of feqfiing; to advife men 
to choofe mortification and fadnefs when it 
is in their power to indulge in joy, may 
appear harfh and unreaibnable dodrine«. 
They may, perhaps, be accounted enemies 
to the innocent enjoyment of life who give 
countenance to fo fcvere a fyftem, and 
thereby increafe the gloom which already 
fits* fufficientljr heavy on the condition of 

man. 
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tain. But let thb cenfure be fufpended, SERM. 
until we examine with, care into the ijpirit 
aiid meaning of the fentiments here de«. 
livcred. 

^Ii# is evident that the wife man does not 
prefer forrow upon its own accmmt, to?' 
mirth ;r or:reprefent fadnefs as a Hate more 
eligible than joy. He confiders it in the 
light -of difcipline only. He views it with 
i^erence to soi end. He compares it with 
certain improvements which he fuppofes it 
to: produce; when tbt heart is made better 
by the fadnefs of the countenance^ and the 
living to lay to heart tvhat is the end of all 
men. Now, if great and lading benefits 
are found to refult from occafional fadnefs, 
thcfe, fure, niay be capable of giving it the 
preference to fome fleeting fenfations of joy. 
The means which he recommends in order 
to our obtaining thofe benefits, are to be ex- 
plained according to the principles of found 
reafon ; and to be underftood with thofe 
limitations which the eaftern ftyle, in de* 
livering moral precepts, frequently requires* 
He bids us go to the houfe of mourning ; but 
he does not command us to dwell there* 
When he prefers forrow to laughter, he is 
• Z 4 not 
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S£l.li. QottobeunckrftoodasprohibidogaUmuth; 
a& requiring us to wear a perpetual ck>Qd cm 
our brow, and to fequeflrate ourfehcs iron 
every cheerful entertainment of focial U&* 
Such an interpretation would beincoofiftent 
with numy other exhortations m his own 
writidgs, which recommend temperate and 
innoqent joy. It would not fuit with tto 
proper difcharge of the duties wfaidi be- 
long to us as members of ibeiety; asd 
i!(rould be mofi oppofite to the gocdodb aad 
benignity of our Creator. The true £cofe 
of his doftrine in this pafl^ge is, that tbeie 
is a certain temper and ftateof heart, wh^ 
is of far greaiter confequencc to real hapf^ 
nefs, than th^ habitual indulgence of giddy 
and thougktlefs mirth ; that f(ut the atttun* 
meat and cultivation of this temper, fine- 
quent returns of grave refledion are neoef-' 
fary ; that, upon this account, it is pro6ldSW. 
to give admidion to thoie views of bua^aa 
diftrefs which tend to awaken fuch refiec- 
lion In the mind ; and that thus,, from the. 
vicifiitudes oJf forrow, which we either ex- 
perience in our own lot, or fympathift wilk 
in the lot of others, muchwifdom, and imr 
provement may be derived. TJiefe are ti» 

fentl- 
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feitdmeots whkh I parpoie at prefent to SIERM^ 
juiUfy and ncoimnend^ as maft fuitable to ^^ 
the cbaicader of men and of Chriftians ; and 
not in the leaft inconfiftcnt with pleafure, 
rightly underftood 

Among the variety of difpodtions which 
are to he found in the world, fome, indeed, 
require lefs of this difcipline than others. 
There are perfons whofe tender and deli- 
oite fenfibility, either derived from nature, 
or brought on by repeated afflidions, ren-* 
ders them too deeply fufceptibie of every 
iDMirnfoi impreifion; whofe fpirits ftand 
lioore in need of being fupported and cheer- 
ed, than of being faddened by the dark 
views of human Itfe. In fuch cafes we are 
commimded to lift up the bands which hang 
dofumy and to confirm the feeble knees *• But 
this is £u: from being the common difpofi^ 
6on of meor Their minds are in general in- 
clioed to levity, much more than to thought- 
ful melancholy; am) their hearts more apt 
to be contracted and hardened, than to relent 
with, too much facility. I 0iall therefore 
eadeavoor to fhew them, what bad inclina- 
tions their compliance with Solomon^s ad- 

♦ Ifaiah, XXXV. 5. Heb. kil. 12. 

vice 
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SERM. vice would corredt ; what gooddifpofilicAis^ 



xiir 



with refpe<ft to God, their neighbours, and 
themfelves, it would improve; and how^ 
upon the whole, his dofl^rine is verified^ 
that by the fadnefs of the countenance the 
heart is made better. 

I BEGIN by obfcrving, that the temper 
recommended in the text fuits the prefcnt 
€Ouftitution of things in this world. Had 
man been deftined for a qotrrfe of undit 
turbed enjoyment, perpetual gaiety wouW 
then have correfponded to hia flate; and 
pen five thought have been an unnatural 
intruiion. But in a (late where all i^ 
chequered and mixed, where there is nopro^ 
fperity without a reverfe,and no joy without 
its attending griefs, where from the houfe of 
feafting all muft, at one time or other, pafs 
into the houfe of mourning, it would be 
equally unnatural if no admiffion were given 
to grave reflexion* The mind of man muft 
be attempered to his condition. Providence, 
whofe wifdom isconfpicuous in all its works, 
has adjufted with exaft proportion the in- 
ward powers to the outward ftate of every 
rational being. It has for this pu^ofe im* 

planted 
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planted the ferioua and fympathetic feelings S E R M- 
in our nature, that they might correfpond 
with the viciffitudes of forrow in our lot. 
He who endeavours to repel their influence, 
•or to ftifle them in unfeafonable mirth, ads 
iBL violent and unnatural pait. He ftrives 
with vain effort againft the current of 
things, contradids the intentions of hi$ 
Maker, and counteracts the original im- 
pulfes of his own heart. 

It is proper alfo to obferve, that as thi 
Jadnefs of the countenance has, in our preienc 
fituatioQ, a proper and natural place ; fo it 
\% requifite to the true enjoyment of plea- 
fure. Worldly. and fenfual men often re- 
mark not till it be too late, that, by the 
ftudied eflTorts of conftant repetition, all their 
pleaf^res fail. They draw them off io clofe 
to the dregs, that they become infipid and 
naufeous. Hence, even in laughter their 
be^rt is forr(^wful^ and the end of their mirth 
is heavinefs'^. It is only the interpofal of 
ferjou^ and thoughtful hours, that can give 
any liyely fenfatiqns to the returns of jay^, 
I fpeak not of thofe thoughtful hours, too 
well known to fmners, which proceed from 

• Prov. juv, ijt 

guilty 
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:$ERM. guilty rcmorfcj and whichy inftcad^pfo- 
^ paring for ftiture pleafure, damp and fickeft 

the moment of enjoyment : but of thofe 
which take rife from the mind retreating 
into itfclf, and opening to the fentiments of 
religion and humanity. Such hours of 
virtuous fadaefs brighten the gleams of fuc- 
ceeding joy. They give, to the temperate 
enjoyments of the pious and humane, a re- 
fined and delicate reliih, to which the hard** 
ened and infenlible are entire ftrangers. 
For it will be found, that in proportion a^ 
the tender affedions of the foul are kept 
awake, how much focver they may fcmfi* 
times diftrefs the heart, they prefetve it oped 
likewife to the mod agreeable fenfations. 
He who never knew the forrows of friend-* 
Ihip, never alfo knew its joys. He whof* 
heart cannot relent in the houfc of mouro-* 
ing, will, in the moft focial hour of th^ 
houfe of feafting, partake of no more thaa 
the loweft part of animal pleafure.— * 
Having premifcd thefe obfervations, I pro^ 
oced to point out the dired efieds of a ptd- 
per attention to the difbdfes of life Uport 
our moral and religioas chara^ef. 

In 
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I-N the firft place^ The houfc of mourn- s E R M. 

YI IT 

ing is calculated to gWe a proper check to ^ 
our riatural thoughtleffaefs and levity. The 
indolence of mankind, and their love of 
pleafure, fpread through all characters and 
ranks fome degree of averiion to virhaS 
it grave and ferious. They grafp at any 
dbje£fc, either of bufiniefs or amufement, 
vrhicli makes the prelent moment pafst 
finoothly away ; viliich carries their thoughts 
^road, and fafvas thcoSi from the trouble of 
refeaing on thenrfelvw* With too many 
this pafles into a habit of cotlftant diffipa«* 
tion« If their fortune aad rank ailow them 
to indulge their incUnadons, they devoter 
Aemfeives to the purfuit of amufedaent 
tlirough all its different forms* The fkiHul 
arriogement of its fuccefiive fcenes^ and tho 
prq)aratory fludy for fhimng in each, are 
tfa^ only exertions on which their under«% 
fbdMing is employed/ Such a mode of life 
may keep alive, for awhile,^ a frivolottk 
vivacity* It may improve men in fome 
Qf thofe extertoff accompK^&nxcnts, whkb 
fpajrkle in the eyes of tJaue giddy and tho 
vain ; but it mu^ iiikk them in the efteetn 
pf afl the wifb it renders them flrangen 
2 to 
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5ERM. to themfelves ; and ufelefs, if not perm- 
eious, to the world. 7 hey lofe every maaly 
principle. Their minds become relaxed and 
effeminate. AH that is great or refpedable 
in the human charadler is buried under a 
mafs of trifles and follies. 

If fome meafures ought to be taken for 
refcuing the mind from this difgracefbl 
leyity ; if fome principleamuft be acquired, 
which may give more dignity and fteadi- 
ndi to conduA j where, ^I pray you, are 
tbefe to be looked for ? Not finrely in the 
houfe of feafting, where every objieft flat- 
ters the fenfes, and fbengthem the feduc- 
fioDs to which we are already prone ; where 
(he ^irit of diflipation circulates from heart 
to h^»rt ; and the children of folly mutually 
admire and are admired. It is in the fober 
and ferioushoufe of mourning that the tide 
ef vanity is made to turn, and a new di* 
region given to the current of thoujght* 
When fome aflfeding incident prefents a 
ftrong difcovery of the deceitfulnefs of alV 
Ivorldly joy, and roufes our fenfibility fa 
human woe ; when we behold thofe with 
whom we bad lately mingled in the houfe' 
af feaftipg, funk by fome of the fuckka 

yiciflitudea 
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mf iffitudes of life into the Tale of lAifery ; 9 E R Mi 
or when, in fad filence, we ftand by the .^ ^^^ 
friend whom we had loved as our own foul^ 
ft^etched qa the bed of death ; then is the 
^B^ffoa vben jthe world begins to appear in a^ 
pew: light ; when the heart opens to virtu-* 
ous featiments, and is led into that train of 
refle(f^ion which ought to dire£t life» He 
who before knew not what it was to com-* 
Dxune with his heart on any ferious fubjeft^ 
now ppt^ the queftions to himfelf, For whaft 
purpofe he was feiu forth into this mortal,^ 
tranfitory ftate ; what his fate is likely to 
be when it concludes ; and what judgment 
he ought to form of thofe pleafures which 
amufe £pr a little, but which, he now fees^ 
cannot fave the heart from anguifli in the 
^vil ^y ] Touched by thQ h^nd pjf thought-? 
ful melancholy, that airy edific? of blife^ 
which fancy had raifed up for him, vanifhes 
away. He beholds, in the place of it, the 
Ipnely and barren defert, in which, fur* 
rounded with many a difagreeable objeft, 
he is left mufing upon himfelf. The time 
which he has mif-fpent, and the faculties 
^?i'hich he has mifemployed, his foolifli le- 
Vjjy, and his crimin al purfuits, all rife i« 
8 painful 
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SERlf. painful profped before him. That im^ 
^'"* known ftate of exiftence into whkh, tiOst 
after race, the children of men pi^, fttikeft 

his mind with folemn awe. Is thefe ty6 

courfe by which he can retrieve ilis paft 
errors? Is there no fuperior powef W 
which he can look up for aid ? Is there m) 
plan of conduct, which, if it exempt Him 
not from forrow, can at leaft procure liirtl 
confdlation amidft the diftrefsful exigaicies 
of life ? ■ Such meditations as thcfe, fug* 
gefted by the houfe of mournings fre- 
quently produce a change on the whole 
charaften They revive thofe fpaite of 
goodnefs which were nigh being quite ex- 
tinguifhed in the diflipated mind ; and give 
rife to principles and condufl. more rationafl 
in themfelves, and more fuitable to the hti*' 
man (late. 

In the fecond place, Impreffions of this 
nature not only produce moral ferioufnefs, 
but awaken fentiments of piety, and bring 
men into the fanctuary of Religion, One 
might, indeed, imagine that the bleffings 
of a profperous condition would prove the 
moft natural incitements to devotion ; and 

that 



Digitized by 



Google 



from the Shufe of Mottrning^ iSl 

Aat when men were happy in themfclvcs, SERm. 
and faw nothing but happineis around them^ J^]^ 
they could not fail gratefully to acknow^ 
^ ledge that God who givetb them all tbingi 
richly to ewjoy. Yet fuch is their corruption 
that they are never more ready to forget 
their benefador, than when loaded with his 
benefits. The giver is concealed from their 
cai^Ieis and inattentive view, by the cloud 
of his own gifts. When their life conti-^ 
nues to flow in one fmooth current un-p 
ruffled by any griefs ; when they neither 
receive in their own circumflances, nor 
allow themfelves to receive from the cir- 
cumftances of others, any admonitions of 
human inftability ; they not only become 
regardlefs of Providence, but arc in hazard 
of contemning it. Glorying in their ftrength, 
and lifted up by the pride of life into fup- 
pofed independence, that impious fenti*^ . 
ment, if not uttered by the mouth, yet too 
often lurks in the hearts of many, during 
their flourifhing periods, What is the Al^ 
mighty that wejbould ferve hinij and what 
profit Jbould wt have if we pray unto him ? 

If fuch be the tendency of the houfe of 
feafting, how neceflary is it, that, by fome 

Vol. II. A a change 
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SFRM. chanTO ia their fituatioo. men (bould be 
I obliged to enter into the houfe of mourn* 
ing^ in order to recover a proper fenfe of 
their dependent fiate? It is there, when 
forfakoi by the gaieties of the worhly and 
left aiooe with God, that we are made tD 
perceire how awful his government ts ; how 
eafily human greatnefs bends before him ; 
and how quickly all our defigns and mea* 
fures, at his interpoial, vanifh into no^ 
thing. There, when the countenance is 
fad, and the affe^ions are foftened by grief; 
when we fit apart, involved in ferions 
thought, looking down as from fome emi^ 
nence on thofe dai^ clouds that hang over 
the life of man, the arro^nce of profperity 
is humbled, and the heart melts under the 
impreflions of religion. Formerly w« were 
taught, but now we fee, we feel, how 
much we ftand in need of an Aimigfaty 
Prote£tor, amid ft the changes of this vaift 
world. Our foul cleaves to Him who di^ 
fpifcs not J nor abhors the affiiSwn of tinr 
affliSUd. Prayer flows forth of its own ac- 
cord from the relenting heart, that he may 
be our God, and the God of our fricndc in. 
diftrcfsj that he m:ay uevcr forfake v.s while 
14 we 
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wc are fojournittg in this land of pilgrim- s B R M. 
agfij may ftrcngthen us under its cala- vJIJJIl, 
wities; and bring us hereafter to thofe ha- 
bitations oE reft, where we, and they whom 
we love, may be delivered from the trials 
which all are now doomed to endure. TTie 
diicoveries of his mercy, which he has made 
in the Gofpel of Chrift, are viewed with 
joy, as fo many rays of light fent down 
from above to difpel, in fome degree, the 
furrounding gloom. A Mediator and In- 
terceflbr with the Sovereign of the uni- 
verfe, aj^ear comfortable names ; and the 
refurredion of the juft becomes the power- 
ful cordial of grief. In fuch moments as 
thefe, which wemay juftly call happy mo- 
ments, the foul participates of all the plea- 
fijres of devotion. It feels the pov^er of 
religion to fupport and relieve. It is foft- 
ened, w&hout being broken. It is full, 
and it pours itfelf forth j pours itfelf forth, 
If we may be allowed to ufe the expreffioft, 
into the bofom of its merciful Creator. 

In the third place, Such ferious fenti- 

ments produce the happieft efted upon our 

diipofition towards our fellow-creatures, as 

A a 2 well 
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s B R M. well as tot¥ards God. It i^ a common and 
juft obfervation, that they who have lived- 
always in affluence and eafe, ftrangefs W 
the miferies of life, are liable to contract 
hardnefs of heart with refped to all the 
concerns of others. Wrapped up in them- 
felves, and their own pleafures, they be- 
hold with indifference the moft affeding 
fcenes of diftrefs. Habituated to indulge 
all their defires without control, they be- 
come impatient of the leaft provocation or 
offence ; and are ready to trample on their 
inferiors, as if they were creatures of a 
different fpecics from themfelves. Is thi^ 
an amiable temper, or fuch as becomes a 
man ? When appearing in others, do we 
not view it with much difpleafure ? When 
imputed to ourfelves, can we avoid account- 
ing it a fcvere reproach ? 

By the experience of diftrefs, this arro- 
gant infenfibility of temper is moft efiec-; 
tually correded ; as the remiembrance of 
our own fufferings naturally prompts ys to 
feel for others when they fuffer. But if 
Providence has been fo kind as not to fub- 
jed us to much of this difcipHne in our own 
lot, let UA draw improvement from the 

harder 
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luurder lot of others. Let us fometioies (lep S B R M . 
afide from the fmooth and flovrery pathft 
ia which we are permitted to walk, in 
order to view the toilfome march, of our 
fellows through the thorny dcfert. By vo- 
luntarily going into the houfe of mourning ; 
by yiielding to the fentiments which it . ex- 
ckeS) and mingling our. tears with tbofe of 
the afflided, we fhall acquire that humane 
fenfibility which is pne of the higheft orna- 
ments of the nature of man. Perceiving 
how much the common diftreflee of Hfc: 
place us all op a level, abd reader the higb 
and the low, the rich ^nd the podr, cc^r 
panions in misfortune and fnpKta}ity,.,we 
{haU learn to fet up man at nought, and^ 
Jcj^ft of any, our afflided brother. , Prejur 
dices will be extiflguiCh/ed, and |benevo- 
lence opened and enlarged, when^ looking 
around pn the multitude, .of men, we^onw 
fider them as a fa^nd of feJjlow-traveUera 
in the valley of woe, where it ought to ;be 
the office of every one to alleviate, as much 
aspoflTible) the common burden.-— —While 
the vam and the licentious a^ revelling in 
the midft of extravagance and riot, how 
Uule do they think of thofe fcenes of fort 
^ i Aa 3 diftrefs 
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s B R M« diftrefs which are going on at that momeiii 
throughout the world; mukifuded ftrug- 
gling for a poor fubfiftenee to fupport tlw 
wife and the children wh«>iA they lote, and 
who look op to them with eager tj^ (at 
that bread which they can hardly procure | 
multitudes groaning under ficknefs in de- 
iblate cottages, intended and uiimdttrit«d; 
diany, apparently in a better (ituatioh of 
Hie, pining aWay in fecret with concealeil 
grieft J familie3 weeping over the beloved 
friends whom they have loft, or, in all the 
bitternefs of atigutfh, bidding thofe who are 
juft expiring the laft siiievi* 

May we not appeal to the heart of every 
good man, nay almdft to the heart of every 
man who has not divefted himfelf orhiii 
natural feelings, whether the admiflion of 
fuch viev^s of human life mtight not, Ibme- 
timcs, at leaft , fumi£h a more worthy employ- 
ment to the mind, than that mirtb of fcoh 
which Solomon compares to the crackUng 
of thorns under a pot * ; the tranfient burft 
of unmeaning joy ; the empty exploflcrt 
of giddlnefs and levity ? Thoft fallies of 



• Ecdcf. vU. i. 



jollity 
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fXiktf in the houfe of feafting are often SERm. 
forced from a troubled Aiind ; like fialhes 
itom the bl^ck cloud, which, after a mo*. 
Inentary eflFulgence, are fuccceded by thicker 
datknefs. Whereaa compaffionate aflfec«- 
tlon* even at the time when they draw 
tears from wii eyes for human mifery, 
convty fatisfadida to the heart. The gra- 
cious appointment of heaven has ordained 
that fympathetic pains ihould always be 
actompatfled with a ctruin degree of plea- 
ftire; on putpofe tfcat we might be more 
interefted in the cafe of the dtftrefled, and 
that, by this myftcrious bond, man might 
be linked clofer to man. The inward fatif- 
faction whkh belongs to the companionate 
^ffirAions' is, at the fame time, heightened 
1>y the approbation which* they receive from 
<mr reafon ; and by the confcioufnefs which 
they aflTord us of feeling what men and 
Chriftians ought to feel. 

In the fourth place, The difpoQtion re- 
commended in the text, not only improves 
«s in piety and humanity, but likewife 
affifts us in felf-government, and the due 
moderation of our defires* The houfe of 
A a 4 mourn- 
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6£KM. iadurniag is tha fchool of teaper^^oorjoi 
J^^J^ Sobriety. Every wife man will fiod it fot 
hi& inte^eft to enter into it ibcieumc» of ^ 
pwa accord, left o(herwife he be €0mpeUe4 
to take up his dwelling there^ Seafooablc 
interruptions of our pleafuree are ae^eilairy to 
their prolosigation. for c^&unued fceo^ 
of luxury and indulgence kv^en to ^ mc^ 
Jaacholy iffuc^ The honfe of fe^fting .too 
(jiften b^conies an avenye to tbe^ ^ufe. ei 
rnpurning. Short, Xfii the liceotiqus, is the 
interval between (hem } «nd fpeedy . the 
uanfititm from the one to (he other, 

^i^t fuppofing that, by prudeot lugns^^o* 
meqt,, t^e (pen of pleafure could, ^vqi^ tb« 
pernicious e^ecis wh^dh intemperance aa4 
dilTolutenefs are likely to produce on their 
health or their fortune, cm they alfQ^pr/Jr 
.. vent thofe diford^rs Ajvhich fuch fiabiu i??ill 
iniroduce into their miiidst? . Cap they 
efcape that wrath qf th^ Alm^hjy, whfch 
will infallibly purfue them for their fins 
both here and hereafter ? For whence, fo 
much as from the unchecked purfuU^of 
pleafure, do all thofe crimes arife which 
ibin the characters of men with the deeped 
^uiltj.aud expofip them to the fev^reft j^^^- 
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toents of Heaven ? Whence, then, is the SEHtL 
corrediYe of thofe mifcfaief& to be fought, ^ ^*^*' 
b«t from fuch difcipUae as (hall moderate 
Uiat* intemperate admiration of the world 
which gave iSfe to the evil ? By repairing 
fometimes to the houfe of mourning, yo9 
"vHrould ch^ften the loofenefs of fancy, achate 
the fagernefa of ptffion, and afford fcope to 
reafon for exerting her reftraining powereb 
You would .behold this, world ftripped of 
its falfe colours,^ and reduced to its proper 
"^kvel. Many an important inftrudiion yott 
rwould receive from xfcc humiliation of the 
-proud, the* mortification of the vain, and 
jd^e (fifferings of the rdiiptuous, which you 
*.^o^ fee exethpltfied before you, in the 
ehafnbera of for-rowt.. of ficknefs, and qf 
-deaJtJ^, . Yqu w<)!!uldi then be taught /t? rr- 
joict or. timu^b yott rjtjmed not^ and to nv£ep 
'US tb^f^b you W06pcti not ; that is, neither 
4n joy, nor in grief^ to run to cxcefs:;'fent 
(tQ ufi'tbis ^world/a as not to abufc it) con- 
templitirig tbt fajbion tbefeof as p(0ng 
,$may. .r r,[ v . ' , 

.rr^^Motjeqver'ybu woiild there learn the 
rimporttmt Jeffoh of fuiting your mind, be- 
forehand; to what you had reafon to ex- 
>i pe£k 
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SZ9.K. peft from the world { a \dk% too ftMoia 
^'*^* ftudicd by mankiAid, and to tli« ftcglea of 
which, much of their mifery^ afidmuch^ 
dieh- guilt i« to be charged. By tumitig 
away their eyes from the dark fide of life, 
by looking at the world only ift one ligbt| 
and that a flattering one, they fbrmthehr 
meafures on a falie plan; and are nece& 
fys&Y deceived amd betmyed. HeAce, dM 
vexation of fncceeding difappolntment and 
blafted hope. Hence, their CYimifiaMmpa<* 
tience of life, and their bt«:er acctifations of 
Odd and toan ; v^h^ hi truth, they have 
reafon to accnfe only their own folly.—* 
Thou who wouldft ad Hke a wHe man, and 
build thy houfe on the r(»k, and not on the 
fand, contemplate humaa life not only in 
the funfiiine, but in the ihadt* Freqiient 
the houfe of mottrntng, as well as die houfe 
of mirth. Study the nature of that ftate k 
^W&ich thou art placed ;. and balance its J079 
•with its ibrrows. Thou feeft that the cup 
m^hich is held forth to the Whole human 
race, is mixed. Of its bitter ingredieflU, 
cxped that thou art to drrnkthy portion. 
Thou feeft. the; ftorm hovering every wherie 
in the clouds around thee* Be not furpriftd 

if 
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if on thy bead it fliall break. Lower, there* s E R M. 
fore, (hy Ikils. Difmifs thy florifl hopes ; J^^ 
and come forth prepared either to zOi or to 
fufier, according as Hearen ihall decree. 
Thus (halt thou be excited to take the pro-^ 
pereft meafures for defence, by endeavours 
ing to fccure an intereft in his favour, who, 
ia the time (f trouble j can bide thee in hii 
pavilion. Thy mind ihall adjufl itfeUf to 
follow the ord^r of his perovidence. Thou 
ihalt be enabled^ with equanimity and ftea^ 
didefs, to hold thy courfe through life. 

In the fifth place^ By accuftoming our^ 
ieWes to fuch ferioua views of life, out 
excefiive fondnefe for life itfelf will be mo-^ 
derated, and our minds gradually formed 
to wi(h and* to long for a better world. If 
we know that our cdntinuance here is to be 
fliort, and that we are intended by our 
Maker for a more lafling ftate, and for emn 
ployments of a nature altogethei: difibrent 
from thofe which now occupy the bufy, or 
amufe the vain, we mull furcly be con- 
vinced that it is of the highei); confiequence 
to prepare ourfelves for fo important 3. 
change. This view of our duty is fre- 
quently 
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SE R M. qucntly held up to us in the facrcd writings ; 
and hence religion becomes, though not % 
xnorofe, yet a grave and foiemn principle^ 
calling oflF tbe attention of men from light 
purfuits to thofe which are of eternal mo- 
ment. What is a man profited if,bejb^( 
gain the whole world and lofc bis own^fouL i 
if he {hall lead a life of thoughtlefs mirth 
on earth, and exclude himfelf from eternai 
felicity in heaven ? Worldly -affection and 
fenfual pleaiurc deprefa jill our higher 
powers. J They form an uai>etural union 
between the human foul and this earthy 
which was only" dedgned for its temporary 
abod^. They attach it too ftrongly to obh» 
jeds from which it muft fliortly parL They 
alienate its deiires from God and heaven^ 
and dejeft it with flavifti and unmanly fears 
of death. Whereas by the difcfpline of 
religious ferioufnefs, it is gradually loofened 
from the fetters of fenfe.^ Aflifted to difco-. 
vcr the vanity of this world, it rifes above 
it ; and, in the hours of fober thought, cul- 
tivates connctSlion with thofe divine and 
immortal objeds, ampng which it is d^- 
iigned to dwell. 

^ c Enough 
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Ekough has now been faid to convince SRRM. 
any thinking jferfon of the juftice and rca- 
fonablenefs of the maxims in the text ; and 
to (hew, that, on various occafions, Jorrow 
may be betUr than laughter. Wouldft thou, 
acquire the habit of recolledion, and fix the 
principles of thy condufl:'; wouldft thou be 
led op to thy Creator and Redeemer, and 
be formed to fentiments of piety and devo- 
tion ; wouldft thou be acquainted with thoftf 
mild and tender affedtions which delighNihe 
compaflionate and humane ; wouldft thou 
have the power of fenfual appetites tamed 
and corrected, and thy foul raifed above the 
Ignoble love of life, and fear of death ? Go, 
my brother, go — not to fcenes of pleafure 
and riot, not to the houfe of feafting and 
mirth — but to the filent houfe of mourn- 
ing; and adventure to dwell for a while 
among objedts that will foften thy heart. 
Contemplate the lifelefs remains of what 
once was fair and flourifhing. Bring home 
to thyfelf the viciflitudes of life. Recal the 
remembrance of the friend, the parent, or 
the child, whom thou tenderly lovedft. Look 
batfk on the days of former years j and think 

on 
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9 £ R M. oa the companions of thy youth, who now 
fleep in the daft. Let the vaaity, the mut^ 
bility, and the forrows of the human eftate^ 
rife in full profpe£t before thee ; and though 
thy countenance may be madefad^ thy heart 
Jhall be mode better. This fadnefs, though 
for the prefent it dejejfts, yet fhall in tl» 
end fortify thy fpirit ; infpiring thee with 
filch fentiments, and prompting fuch refo- 
lutions as fhall enable thee to enjoy, with 
more real advantage, the reft of life. DiA 
pofitlons of this nature form one part of 
the chiaradtcr of thofe mourners whom our 
Saviour hath pronounced blejed; and of 
thofe to whom it is promifed, thzt /owing 
in tears ^ they Jhall reap in joy *. A great 
difference there is between being ferious 
and melancholy ; and a melancholy too 
there is of that kind which deferves to be 
foraetimes indulged. 

Religion hath, on the whole, provided 
for every good man abundant materials of 
confolation and relief. How dark foever 
the prefent face of nature may appear, it 
difpels the darknefs, when it brings into 

* Matih, V. 4.* Pfalm cxxxvi, 5, 

view 
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ylew tKe entire fyftem of things^ aad ex^ serx. 
texuls our furvcy to the whole kiogdom of ^* 
God. It reprefents what we aow behold 
as only a part, and a fmall part, of the ge-« 
neral order. It afiures u», that though here, 
for wife ends, mifery and forxow are per-* 
mitted to have place, theie temporary evils 
(hall, in the end, advance the happinefs of 
all who love God, and are faithful to their 
duty. It fhews them this mixed and con- 
fufed fcene vanifhing by degrees away, and 
preparing the introdudion of that ftate, 
where the houfe of mourning fhall be fliut 
up for ever ; where no tears are feen, and 
no groans heard ; where no hopes are fruf* 
trated, and no virtuous connexions diflblv- 
ed ; but where, under the light of the divine 
countenance, goodnefs (hall flourifh In per- 
petual felicity. Thus, though religion may 
occafionally chaften our niirth with fadnefs 
of countenance, yet under that fadnefs it 
allows not the heart of good men to iink, 
it calls upon them to rejoice, becaufe the 
Lord reignetb^ who is their rock^ and the mojl 
high Gody who is their Redeemer. Reafon 
likewife jomsher voice with that of Religion ; 

forbid* 
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SERM. forbidding us to make peevifli and unrea- 
fonatle complaints of human life, or inju* 
rioufly to afcribe to it more evil than it 
contains. Mixed as the pfeieht ftatc is, fhc 
pronounces, that generally, if not always, 
there is more happinets than mifery, more 
pleafure than pain, in the condition of 
man. 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 369 3 



SERMON XIV. 

On the Divine Government of the 
Passions of Men. 



Psalm Ixxvi. lo. 



Surely the wrath ofmanjhall praife thee ; the 
remainder of wrath Jbalt thou rejlrain. 

-HP HIS Pfalm appears t6 have been serm. 
compofed on occafion of forae re- ^^^^ j 
markable deliverance obtained by the Jewifti 
nation. It is generally underftood to have 
been written in the reign of Hezeki^h, and 
to refer to the formidable invafion of Judea 
by Sennacherib ; when the angel of the 
Lord, in one night, difcomfited the whole 
Affyrian hoft, and fmote them with fuddea 
deftruftion. To this interpofition of the 
divine arm, thofe expreflions in the:cQnfext 
may naturally be applied ; Then brake be 
Vol. II. B b the 
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S E R M. the arrows of the bow^ tbejhieldy thefword^ 
and the battle. Tbejiout-bearted arejpoiled; 
they havejlept their Jleep ; and none of the 
men of might have found their bands. At 
thy rebuke^ God of Jacob I both the chariot 
and the borfe are caf into a dead Jleep. In 
the text we have the wife and religiotis 
refledion of the Pfalmift upon the violent 
defigns which had been carried on by the 
enemies of his country, and upon the ifluc 
to which Providence had brought them* 
Surely the wrath of man Jball praife thee. 
By the wrath of man ^ we are to underftand 
all that the impetuofity of human pajQBons 
can devife or execute ; the projeds of am- 
bition and refentment, the rage of pcrfecu- 
tion, the fury of war; the diforders which 
violence produces in private life, and the 
public commotions which it excites in the 
world. All thefe ^2i\ praife God^ not with 
their intention and defign, nor by their na- 
tive'tendency ; but by thofe wife and got)d 
purpOfes, which his providence mak^ them 
accompliih; from their poifon e)^tra6iing 
health, and converting things, which in 
themfelves are pernicious, into inftrumenlts 
of his glory, and of jpublic benefit : Sothat, 
10 though 
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though the wrath of man worietb not the S E R M. 
rigbteoufncfs ofGod^ it is neverthelefs forced .^\^ 
and compelled to minifter to his praife. 
The Pfalmift adds, the remainder of wrath 
Jbalt thou reftrain ; that is, God, will allow 
fcope to the wrath of man as far as it an* 
fwers his good purpofes, and is fubfervient 
to his praife ; the reft of it ihall be curbed 
itnd bound up. When it would attempt to 
go beyond its prefcribed limit, he (ays to it 
^ to the waters of the ocean. Hitherto Jhalt 
thou come^ but no farther ; and herejhall thy 
proud waves be fayed. 

All this (hall be fully verified -and de« 
dared by the laft ifTue of things ; when we 
ihall be able more clearly to trace the.di-* 
vtncadminiftration through its feveral fteps, 
by feeing the confummation of the whole. 
In feme cafes, it may be relerved for this 
period to unfold the myftcrious wifdom 
cf Heaven. But in general, as much of 
the divine condud is at prefent manifeft, 
aa gives juft ground for the afTertion in 
the text In the fequel of this difcourfe 
I (hall endeavour to illuftrate and confirm ix. 
I ifaall ihew in what manc^r the wrath 
i)f Bian iff made to .praife the pow^r, the 
B b 2 wifdom. 
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SFR^:. wifdom, the juftice, and the goodnefs of 
^^^- God. 

I 0EGIN With this obfervation, That in 
order to accomplifh the great purpofes car- 
ried on by the Government of the Univerfe, 
it is neceflary that the divine perfections be 
difplayed before mankind in a fcnfible and 
ftriking manner. We are not to conceive 
the Supreme Being as liereby feeking praife 
to himfelf from a principle of oftentation or 
vain-glory. Indiependent and felf-fufficient, 
he refts in the enjoyment of his own beati- 
tude. His praife coilfifts in the general 
order and welfare of his creation. This 
^nd cannot be attained, unlefs mankind be 
made to feel the fubjedion under which 
they are placed. They muft be taught to 
admire and adore their fovereign. They 
muft be overawed by the view of a high 
hand, which can at pleafure control their 
aft ions, and render them fubfervicnt to pur-* 
pofes which they neither forefaw nor intend- 
ed. Hence the propriety of God's making 
the wrath of man to praife hhn. We eafily 
conceive in what manner the heavens and 
the earth are faid to praife God, as they arc 
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ftanding monuments of that fupreme. per- SE RM. 
fe<aion which is difplayed in their creation. 
•The virtues of good men obvioufly praife 
him, by exhibiting his image and refledling 
•back his glory. But -^en even the vices 
.and inordinate paffions of bad men are made 
to praife him, in confequence of the ufeful 
►purpofes which they are compelled to acr 
complifh, this, in a particular manner, dif- 
tingui(hes and (ignalizes a divine hand ; this 
opens a more wonderful profpeft of the ad- 
miniftration of Heaven, than if all its fub- 
jeGs hgid been loyal and willingly obedient, 
and the courfe of human affairs had pro-- 
iceeded in a quiet and regular tenoun 

- I. The wrath of man redounds .to the 
praife of divine power. U brings it forth 
with full and awful luftre, to the view of 
mankind. To reigo with fovereign com- 
mand amidfl: the mod turbulent and difor- 
dered ftate of things both in the natural 
and moral world, is the peculiar glory of 
Omupotence. Hence God is defcribed in 
ScriptU]?e disftting on the floods riding on the 
nvings of tbt wind^ dwelling in the darknefs 
and the tmpeji; that is, making the x&Q^ 
. . P b 3 violent 
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S E R M. violent powers in the univerfe mihiftcr to 
^l^ bis will ; giving them fcopc or reftfaimng 
them, according as fuits the purpofes of his 
dominion. As hejiillsy at his[plcafurc, the 
raging of the feasy and the noife of their 
waves y in like manner he Jlills the tumults 
of the people. When the paffions of men 
are moft inflamed, and their defigns juft 
ripe for burfting into execution ; often, by 
fome unexpeded interpofition, he calls 
upon the world to obferve that there is One 
higher than the higheft on earth, who can 
fruftrate their devices in a moment, and 
command the earth to be Jiill before him* 
Proud fleets, deftined to carry deftrudioa 
to neighbouring kingdoms, may cover the 
ocean. He blows with his wind, and they 
are fcattered. Mighty armies may go forth 
to the field in all the glory of human 
ftrength ; but the iflTues of battle are with 
him. He fufpends on high the invifible 
balance which weighs the fate of nations. 
According as the fcalc inclines, he gives to 
fome flight event the power of deciding the 
contcft. He clouds the flky vtith darknefs, 
or opens the windows of heaven to let 
forth their flood. He deje^s the hearts of 
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the brave with fuddca terrour, and readers SE-RM. 
the hands of the ftrong, weak and unper* ^^^* 
forming at the critical moment. A thou- 
fand unfeen minifter« ftand ready to be the 
inftruments of his power, in humbling the 
pride and checking the efforts of the wrath 
of man. Thus, in the inftance of haughty 

.Sennacherib, and that boafted tempeft of 
wrath which he threatened to pour upon 
all the Jewifh nation ^ / will put my hooky 
fays the Almighty, in thy noje^ and my bridle 
in thy lips^ and I will turn thee back by the 
way by which thou camtjl *. In that night 
the deftroying angel fmote the hoft, and 
he departed with fiame of face to his own 
land. When the heathen rage^ and the peo^ 

pie imagine a vain thing ; when the kings of 
the earth fet themf elves ^ and its rulers take 
counfel together^ He that fitteth in the lota'^ 
vens Jball laugh \ the Lord JhaU hold them 
in derifion f* . • 

IL The wrath, of man is made to praife 
the wifdom as well as the power of God. 
Nothing difplays more remarkably the ad- 
mirable counfel of Heaven, than its a^rran- 

* t Kings, jdx. nZ* f P&lA u i, s, }• _ . 
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S E R M. ging the train of events in fuch a mannier^ 
that the unruly pafiions of the wicked fhall 
contribute to OTerthrow their own defigns. 
Hiftory abounds with examples of their 
being rendered the unconfcious minifters of 
Providence, to accomplifli purpof(» diredlly 
oppofite to thofe which they had in view. 
Thus the cruelty of the fons of Jacob, in 
purfuing the deflru(aion of their brother 
Jofeph, became the means of efie&ing his 
high advancement. ' Thus the wrath, ef 
Pharaoh againft the Ifraelites, and his un- 
juft attempts to detain them in bondage, 
proved the occafion of bringing them forth 
from the land of flavery, with fignal marks 
of ^he favour of Heaven. Thus the inhu- 
man plan which Haman had formed for 
ruining Mordecai, and extirpating the 
whole Jewifh nation, paved the way for 
Mordecai's high promotion, and for the 
. triumph of the Jews over all their eac- 
xnies. 

After this manner the Almighty Jharetb 
fie wicked in the works of their bands ; 4ind 
eredr his own council upon the rjiin of 
theirs. Thofe events which, viewed apart, 
appjear as fpots in the divine admtniftratioQ ; 
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when confldered in connexion with all SERM. 
their confequences, are often found to give 
it additional luftre. The beauty and mag^ 
nificence of the univerfe are mUch height- 
ened by its being an extenfive and compli- 
t:ated fyftem ; in which a variety of fprings 
are made to play, and a multitude of dif-* 
ferent movements are, with moft admirable 
art, regulated and kept in order. Inter- 
fering interefts, and jarring paflions, are in 
fuch manner balanced againft one another ; 
fuch proper checks are placed on the vio- 
lence of human purfuits ; and the wrath of 
man is made fo to hold his courfe, that how 
cppofite focvcr the feveral motions feem to 
be, yet they concur and meet at laft in 
one diredion. While among the multi- 
tudes that dwell on the face of the earthy 
fbme are fubmiffivc to the divine authority ; 
fome rife up in rebellion againft it ; others^ 
abforbed in their pleafures and purfuits, are 
totally inattentive to it; they are all fo 
moved by an imperceptible influence from 
above, that the zeal of the dutiful, the 
wrath of the rebellious, and the indifference 
of the carelefs, contribute finally to the 
glory of God. All are governed in fuch a 

way 
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S H R M. way as fuUa their powers, and is confifteot 
with rattooal freedom ; yet all are fuhjeded 
to the neceflity of fulfilling the eternal 
purpofes of Heaven. This depth of di- 
vine wifdom in the admioldration of the 
univerfe, exceeds all hum^n comprehen- 
iion. and affords everlafling fubje£t of ad(> 
ration and praife. 

IIL TH2TOr»/i&^i«tf/rpraifejthejuftice 

of God by being employed aa the inftrih 

mem of infli&ing puniihment on finners* 

Did tMui men trace the ccfurfe of events in 

their life with attentive eye, they might 

cafily difcover the greateft part of the dit 

afters which they fuffer^ to be brought upon 

tbem by their own ungovemed paflioHS. 

The fucceflion of caufes and eflpt^ is io 

contrived by Providence, that the wrath 

which they meant to pour forth on others 

frequently recoils, by its effects, upon them- 

fclves. But fuppofing them to efc^^ thofc 

external mifchiefs which violent paiEoos 

naturally occafion, they cannqf evade the 

internal mifery which they produce* The 

conftitution of things is framed with fucb 

profound wifdom^ ^at the divine laws, in 

every 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the Pajftons of Men. 379 

eveiy event, execute themfelves againfl: SERftf. 
the (inner, and carry their fandion lA their ^^^* 
own bofom. The Supreme Being has no 
occafion to unlock the piifons of the deap^, 
or to call down the thunder from Heaven, 
in order to punifli the wrath of man. Ht 
carries on the adminiftration of juftice with 
more fimplicity and dignity. It is fufficient 
that he allow thofe fierce paflions which 
render bad men the difturbers of others, to 
operate on their own hearts. He ddiven 
them up to themfelves, and they beco«M 
their own tormentors* Before the world^ 
they may difguife their fufierings ; but^ilb 
w^l known, that to be inwardly torn with 
defpite^ revenge, and wrathful paffions, i$ 
the moft intenfe of all mifery. In thus 
conneding the puniihment with the crime, 
making their own wkkedmefs to repfovi 
tbem^ and their backflidings to corre^ them^ 
the avenging hand of a righteous govern-- 
our is coafpicuous ; and thus the* obferva^ 
tion of the Pfalmill is &lly verifi^ } tht 
wicked have drawn out their fword and 
bent their bow^ to caj down the po^ and 
nec^i bat their Jword Jhdl erOer into tbei^ 
own heart *. 

* Pfalm xxxvxL 14, 15. 
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&EK M. The wrath of man alfo praiies the juftice 
of God in the puniflnnent of other crimi* 
nals, as well as of the wrathful themfelve& 
Anxbhious and liwlefs men are let loofe 
upon each other, that, without any fuper- 
natural interpofition, they may fulfil the 
juft vengeance of Heaven in their mutual 
deftrudion. They may occafioDally be 
cemented together by confpiracy agaioft 
the. juft I but as no firm nor lafting bead 
can unite them, they become at kbft the 
prey of mutual jealoufy, ftrxie, and fvaud. 
for a time, they may go on and ieem to 
profper. The juftice of Heaven^ may ap- 
pear to (lumber; but it ia awake, and only 
waits till the meafure of their inicjoity be 
lulL God reprefents himfelf in Scripture 
aaibmetin^s permitting wickednda to arifc 
to an overgrown height, on purpoTc that 
its ruin may be the greater and more exem- 
plary. He fays to the tyrant of Egypt, 
that jftr this caufe be bad raifed bim up^ that 
\%^ ha4 allowed him to profper and be e»- 
aked, ibat be migbtjbew in bim bis power; 
emd that bis nametnigbtbe declared tbrotigb^ 
mU ail tbe tartb *• The^diviue adminiftra- 

^ Ejtod. ix. i6, 
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tibh h glorified in the punifhment contrived S E 1^ M. 
foi-'the workers of iniquity, as well as in the 
revfrard prepared for the righteous. Tbh 
is the pnrpofe which the Lord bath purpvfed 
iiptin all the earth ; and this is the hand that 
is Jlretched forth over all the nations *. 

IV. TtiB- tor^/j& of man is made to praifc 
the goodnefs of God. Tlxis is the moft' 
wnexpcfted of its effe<a:s ; and therefore 
Teqirires to be the moft fully illuftrated* 
A)! the operations of the government of thfc 
Deity may be ultimately refolved into good- 
nefs. His power, and wifdom, and jufticS, 
all conduce to general happinefs and order* 
Among the means which he ufea for ac- 
tsompHlhing this end, it will be found, thatt: 
the wrath of man, through his over- ruling 
direftion, poffefles a confiderable place. . * 

First, It is employed by God as an ufeful 
inftrument of difcipline and corredion to 
the virtuous. The ftorms which ambiiion 
and pride raife among mankind, he permits 
with the fame intention that he fends forth 
tcmpcfts among the elements j to clear the 

• Ifaial^, 117. 35» 
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SE R M. atmofphere of noxious vapours, and to pu-* 
^^^' rify it from that corruption which all things 
contrad by too much reft* When wicked 
men prevail in their defigns, and exercifc 
the power which they have gained with a 
heavy and oppreiSve hand, the virtuous arc 
apt to exclaim, in bitternefs of foul. Where 
is the Lord? and where the fceptrc of 
righteoufnefs and truth ? Hatb God forgotten 
to be gracious ? or doth he indeed fee, and 
is there knowledge in the Moji High ? 
Their oppreflbrs are, in truth, no more 
than the minifters of God to them for good* 
He fees that they ftand in need of correction, 
and therefore raifes up enemies againft them 
in order to cure the intemperance of pro- 
fperity; and to produce, in the ferious 
hours of afflidlion, proper refleifJions upon 
their duty and their paft errours. 

In this light the difturbers of the earth 
are often rcprefented in Scripture, as 
fcourges in the hand of God employed to 
inflidt chaftifement upon a degenerating 
people. They are commiffioned for the 
execution of righteous and wife purpofes, 
concealed from themfelves j and when their 
commiffion is fulfilled, they are recalled and 

de^ 
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deftroyed. Of this we have a remaxicable SERM. 
exaiqple in the ufe i^hich God made of the 
king of Aflyria with refped to the people 
of Ifrael; I will find him againfi an hypo^ 
critical nation^ and againfi the pCQpU of my 
wrath will I give him a charge^ to take the 
fpoil^ and to take the prey. Howbeit^ he 
mcaneth not fo; neither doth his heart think 
Jo ; but it is in his heart to dejlroy^ and cut 
iff natitms not u few^ Wherefore it Jball 
come to pafsy that \fohen the Lord hath per-- 
formed his whole work upon Mount Zion and 
on Jerufalem^ I will punijb the fruit oftb^ 
flout heart of the king ofuijfyriay andthcglory 
of bis high looks *• . In vain, then, doth the 
wrath of man lift itfelf up againft God, He 
faith y by tbefrength of my hand I have done 
it^ and by my ivifdom^ for I am prudent. 
Shall the axe boajl itfelf againjl him that 
heweth therewith? or fball the faw magnify 
itfelf againft him thatjbaketb it ? All things, 
whether they will it or not, muftworkto^ 
get her for good to them that love God. The 
wrath of man^ among the reft, fills up the 
place affigned to it by the ordination of 
Heaven. The violent enefliy, the prouii 

♦ Ifaiah, x. (}, 7. la. . - 
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s E R M. conqueror, and the oppreffivc tyrant, poffeft 
w-Si^ only the fame ftation with the famine, the 
peftilence, and the flood. Their triumphs 
arc no more than the accomplifhment of 
God's corredion ; and the remainder of their 
wrath Jball he retrain. 

Secondly, God makes the wrath of 
man contribute to the benefit of the vir- 
tuous, by rendering it the means of im- 
proving and fignalizing their graces ; and of 
raifing them, thereby, to higher honour and 
glory. Had human affairs proceeded in an 
orderly train, and no oppofition been made 
to religion and virtue by the violence of the 
wicked, what room would have been left 
for fome of the higheft and moft generous 
exertions of the foul of m^n ? How many 
ihining examples of fortitude, conftancy, 
and patience would have been loft to the 
world ! What a field of virtues peculiar to 
a ftate of difcipline had kin uncultivated ! 
Spirits of a higher order poffefs a ftate of 
eftabliihed virtue, that ftands in need of no 
fuch trials and improvements. But to us 
who arc only under education for fuch a 
ftate, it belongs tp pafs through the furnace 

that 
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that our fouls may be tried, refined^ and SERM 



brightened. We muft ftand the conflict, 
that we may be graced and crowned as con- 
querors. The wrath of man opens the field 
to glory ; calh tts forth to the moft diftin^ 
guiihed exercife of adive virtue, and forms 
us to all thofe fufiering graces which are 
among! the higheft ornaments of the humflU 
ibuK It is thus that the illuftrious band of 
true patriots and heroes, of confefibrs and 
martyrs, have been fet forth, to the admira-* 
tioa of all ages, as lights of the ivortdy 
wKile the rage and fury of enemies, inftead 
of. bearing. them down, have only ferved ti> 
exalt and dignify them iaore# 

' • • '. ' 

THrRDi.T,The wrath of man is often made 
to adt^ance ' the temporal profperky of the 
righteous. The occafional dtfhrefies wiiich 
it brings upon them, frequently lay the 
foundation of their future fuccefs. The vio-» 
lence with whidi wicked men purfoe their 
refentmcnt, defbits its own purpofe; and 
engages the wodd on the fide of the w- - 
tuous whom they perfecute. The attempts 
of malice to blacky and de&me them,* 
bring forth their charad^r^ wj^tk m^Oie ad^.. 
- Vol. II. C c vantage 
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s S R M. vantage to the View of impartikl beholders; 

^,^^44_r Th^ extreralties to which they are reduced 
by injuftice and oppreffion, roufe their cou- 
rage and a£Uvity ; ^ad often give ocea&dn 
t6 fuch vigorous ^orts in their juft defence^ 
as overcome all oppoihioii, and tenninafie 
in ptofperity and fuccefs. Even in cafes 
whe«e the wrcah of man appews td prevail 
over the peaceable and the juft, it is fie- 
<^uently, in its iflbe, converted into ableff- 
itig. How many have had reafpa to he 
tliankful, for being difappointed by thdr 
enemies in defigns which they eamcA^ 
plii^ued, but which, if fucce&fully acconH 
plifhed, they have afterwards feen woiiJd 
have occafioned their ruin ? Whofoiswife^ 
^d wtti ohferw ibefe things ^ even bejbill 
Underfiand the kving-kmduefs of the Lord*. 
• While the wrath of man thus praifes Grod 
by the advantages which it i$ made to bring 
to good men as individuals, the divine haad 
is equally apparent in the fimilar efieds 
which it is appointed to produce to aatiooa 
and fociettes. When wars and commo- 
tions fhake the earth, when fadions rage, 
and inteftine divifions embroil ^ngdooN 

* Plalm evil. 34. 
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that, before ware flourifhing^ Providence SERM. 
feems, at firft yicw, t9 have abandoned ^_„^^J^ 
public a&irs to the mifrule of humaa ^>a(^; 
licms. Yet from the midO: of thta cocfufiOQ 
order is often made to fpriag ; aod from 
tht^fe mtfchiefa Is^ng advaQtage$ to arife/ 
Bj fuch conyuliloas, nations are.rouied' 
from that dangerous kthargj into which; 
flowing wealth, long peace, ax|di growiog*^ 
e&minacy of manners had' fuiik theow 
They are awakened tp difaemr their true 
intere^; and taught to take^ pfopcr -moa^ 
fores for fecurity and^ defence 'igaifi^ft aft 
their ^es* Inveterate preJAidkes ai^e eo^i 
red^ ; and latent feurees of -danger ai^e difr 
covered. Public ^irit is eilHed' f(^rth ; . ahd 
larger ttews of national hapfpio^fs ift' fortht' 
ed* The corruptions to whieh-^ery* go^ 
verament is liable, are oftert wdtffeA- % 
a lernf eat in the {»olit^l body, 4is ndsciou^ 
humours in the (^Aimflft frame are ehr^ecttfff 
by the ihodk of si difeafe. Atiem|stsv^m^i^ 
againft a wife and well^ftabtifltM divil^cltaii 
4lfttKiett ^endan the iflue^M'ftA:eiigth«n3ili| 
at)^ tW'^ibt^rs df tite«ttk>tiCiitfi&'«iR«»#aii^ 
ftefM-'teibh litetli^MOt^ 4iigbl3r4o'prii£e'(i!U 
bleffings of tranquillity and legal p#MlA£olii 

C c 2 Fourthly, 
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^xiv^' Fourthly, the wrath ofmany when it 
breaks forth in the perfecution of religion, 
praise the divine goodnefs, by being ren- 
dered conducive to the advancement of tn^ 
and propagation of rcKgion in the world. 
The ^church of God, fmce the days of i» 
infancy, bath never been entirely exempted 
firoin the vinrath of the world ; and iti thoie 
agei8f during: which it was moft expofed X» 
that iwrath, it hath always flouriihed the 
moA. In vain the policy and the rage of 
men united thidr efiEbrts to extinguish this 
divine light* Though all the four- winds 
hlew:agaiiii% it, it only (hone . bnghter, 
^d flamed higher. Many waters could 
ifot quemff i(j^^ m^ all the Jloods^ drdwn it. 
Xl^^QBftanay and fortitude of Ihofe who 
j(u5ered f^rr the fruih^ had a much greater 
efied in imyreafing the nuUber of converts, 
than all the .tcrrour aqd cruelty df perfecu- 
lt>rs in dimini^hipg it. By. this means the 
wrath, of manvfSL^ n>ade to tu?n againft it- 
felf to the deilrudion of its owti pufpdfe ; 
Jike.^ftvea^ 3*^hich,.^flrauJtiBg ji, rock with 
unp0tent'fury^ discover its ip^^oveable fta« 
tuiUty, while they da0i th^ipii^lTes in pieces 
atitsfcet. 

I SHALL 
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I 6RALL only add one other inftance of SERM. 

. XIV 

the wrath of man praifing God, by accom- 

plUhing ends of moft extenfive benefit to 
mankind. NcTer did the rage and malice 
of the wicked imagine that they had obt* 
tained a more complete triumph, than in 
the death of Jefus Chrift. When they bad 
executed their purpofe of making him fufFer 
as a malefa^or, they were confident that 
they had extingui(hed his name, and di& 
(:omfited his followers for ever. Behold, 
how feeble are the efforts of the wrath of 
man againft the decree of Heaven ! AU 
that they intended to overthrow, they moft 
cffea.ually eftablifhed. The death of Chrift 
was in the councils of Heaven, the fpring 
of everlafting life to the faithful. The crofs 
on which he fuffered with apparent ignor 
miny, became the ftandard of eternal honour 
to him ; the enfign under which his fol- 
lowers aflembled and triumphed. He who, 
at his pleafure, refrains the remainder of 
wratby fuffered the rage of our Saviour'a 
•nemies to fuggeft no other things to them! 
than what, long before, he had determtned,^ 
^d his prophets had foretold. They all 
fonfpired to render the whole fcene of 
C c 3 thrift's 
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iERM. Chnft's fafferings exadWy conformable to 
^^^' ^ the original predided plan of divine raen;y 
and goodncfs; and each of them contri- 
buted his ftiare to acconnipltfh that great tin* 
dertaking, which none of them in the lesA 
undetftood, or meant to promote.— ^-So re- 
markable an inftance as this, fully afcer- 
tained in Scripture, of the wratb of man 
miniftering to the dcfigns of Heaven, ought 
to be frequently in our eye ; as an exem- 
plification of the conduft of Providence in 
many other cafes where we have not fo 
much light afforded us for tracing its ways. 

By this indudion of particulars, the 
dodrine contained in the text is plainly and 
fully verified. We have feen that the dif- 
orders which the pride and paflions of men 
occafion in the world, though they take rife 
from the corruption of human nature in 
this fallen ftate, yet are fo over-ruled by Pro- 
vidence as to redound to his honour and 
glory who governs all. They illuftrate be- 
fore the world the divine perfeftions in the 
adminiftration of the univerfe. They ferve 
the purpofes of moral and religious im- 
provement to the fouls of men. By a fecret 
9 tendency, 
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tfndency, they advance the welfare of thofc 8 € R M. 
whoqi they appear to threateo with evil 
Sifrely^ OGodi the wrath of man Jballpraifi^ 
tbec ; the r$maindcr of wrath Jh alt tb^u r^ 
Jirain. — \n thy hand it is ; and Thou never 
letteft it forth but in weight and in meafure. 
It i$ wild and intra£table in its nature ; but 
thou tamed it. It is blind and headlong 
in its Impulfe; but Thou dire^ell: it. It 
ftruggles continually to break its cham ; but 
Thou confincft it j Thou retrcncheft all the 
Juperflui^y of its fury*— -Let us naw con- 
flder, what improvement is to be made 
of this meditation on the ways of Provi- 
dence* 

In thefirft place, Let it lead us to a reli- 
gious contemplation of the hand of God 
in aU the tranfadions of the world. In the 
ordinary courfe of human afiairs, we be- 
hold a very mixed and bufy fcene; the 
paflions of men varioufly agitated, and new 
changes daily taking place upon this ftage 
of time. We behold peace and war alter- 
nately returning ; the fortunes of private 
men rifing and falling ; and ftates and nar 
C c 4 tions 
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S E R ^1. tions partaking of the fame viciflkude. In 
all this, if wc attend only to the operation 
of external caufcs, and to the mere rotation 
t)f events, we view no more than the in*- 
animate part of nature ; we ftop at the fur-» 
face of things ; we contemplate the ' great 
-fpedacle which is prefented to us, nof with 
the eyes of rational and intelligent beings. 
-The life and beauty of the univerfe arifes 
from the view of that wifdom and goodnefs 
which animates and conducts the whole, 
and unites all the parts in one great de>- 
fign. There is an eternal Mind who puto 
all thofe wheels in motion ; Himfelf remain- 
ing for ever at reft. Nothing is void of 
God. .Evep in the paffions and ragings of 
men, he is to be found ; and where they 
imagine they guide themfelves, they arc 
guided and controlled by his hand. What 
Jolcmn thoughts and devout affedtions ought 
this meditation to infpire ; when in view- 
ing the,affairs of the world, we attend not 
merely to the adlings of men, but to the 
ways of God, and confider ourfelves, and 
all our concerns, as included in his high 
adminiftration. 
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• In the fecond place, The dodrine which S E R Wt 
has been illuftrated (hould prevent us from 
cenfuring Providence, on account of any 
feeming diforders and evils vsrhich at prcfent 
take place in the world. The various in- 
ftances which have been pointed out in this 
difcourfe, of human paflion and wickednefs 
rendered fubferrient to wife and ufeful ends^ 
give us the higheft reafon to conclude, that 
in all other cafes of feeming evil, the like 
ends are carried on. This ought to fatisfy 
our mind, even when the profpe€t is moft 
dark and difcouraging. The plans of di* 
vine wifdom are too large and comprehenr 
five to be difcerned by us in all their extent; 
and where we fee only by parts, we muft 
frequently be at a lofs in judging of the 
whole. The way of God is in tbcfea^ an4 
his path in the great waters ; ^hisfootfieps are 
not known *. But although thou fay e/i thorn 
canji not fee him^ yet judgment is before him^ 
therefore truft thou in him f . As in the 
natural world no real deformity is found, 
nothing but what has either fome orna- 
ment or fome ufe ; fo in the moral world, 
jhe moft irregular and deforced appear- 

f Pfulm Ixxvii. 19. f Job, xxxv. 14. 
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8 E R M. anccs contribute, in one way or other, to the 
y^^^ order of the whole. The Supreme Being, 
from the moft oppofite and difagreeing 
principles, forms univerfal concord; and 
adapts even the moft harlh and di0bnant 
notes to the harmony of his praife« As he 
hath reared the goodly frame of nature 
from rarious and jarring elements, and 
hath fettled it in peace, fo he bath formed 
fuch an union by his providence of the 
more various intercfts, and more jarring 
paffions of men, tliat they all confpire to 
his glory, and co-operate for general good. 
- — ^How amazing is that wifdom, which 
comprehends fuch infinite diverfities and 
contrarieties withia its fcheme ! How pow- 
erful that hand, which bends to its own 
purpofe tl>€ good and the bad, the bufy 
and the idle, the friends and the foes of 
-truth ; which obliges them all to hold on 
their courfe to his glory, though divided 
from oni another, by a multiplicity of pur- 
fuits, and differing often from themfelves ; 
and while tlicy all move at their own free- 
dom, yet, by a fecret influence, winds and 
turns them at his will ! the depth of the 
riches y both of the wifdom and knowledge of 

Qjd! 
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Cod! bow unftarchable are bis judgments^ SERW. 
and bis ways pa/l finding out *. ^^^* 

In the third place, We fee, from what 
has been faid, how much reafon there u • 
for fubmiffion to the decrees of Heaven. 
Whatever diftrefles we fuffer from the 
lurath of man, we have ground to believe 
that they befal not in vain. In the midft 
of human violence or oppreffion, we are 
not left to be the.fport of fortune. Higher 
counfels are concerned. Wife and good 
defigns are going on. God is always car- 
rying forward his own purpofes : and if 
thefe terminate in his glory, which is ever 
the fame with the fbUcity of tfie righteous, 
is not this a fufEcient reafon for our calm 
and cheerful acquiefcence ? 

Hence alfo, to conclude, arifes the moft 
powerful argument for ftudying, with zea- 
lous affiduity, to gain the favour and pro- 
te<aion of the Almighty. If his difpleafure 
Iiang over our heads all things around us 
may be juft objeds of terrour. For, againft 
him, there is no defence. The moft vie 
lent powers in nature are minifters to him. 
X'ormidable, indeed, may prove the wratb 

• Rom. xi, 53. 

of 
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$ERM. of many if he be plcafed to let it. forth 
againft us. To him, but not to us, it be- 
longs to reftrain it at picafure. Whereas, 
when we are placed under his protedlion, 
all human wrath is diverted of its terrours. 
^he be for usy who^ or what, can be againft 
us ? Let us purfue the meafures which he 
hath appointed for obtaining his grace, by 
faith, repentance, and a holy life, and we 
Ihall have no reafon to be afraid of evil 
tidings ; our hearts will befixed^ trujling in 
the Lord. When the religious fear of God 
poffefles the heart, it expels the ignoble 
fear of man, and becomes the principle of 
courage an4 magnanimity. The Lord is 
a buckler and a Jhield to them that ferve 
him. When he arifetb^ his enemies Jhall be 
fcattered as fmoke is driven away^ and as 
chaff before the wind. He giveth Jlrengtb 
and victory to his people ; he clotheth them 
with falvation. The wrath of man Jhall 
praife him^ and the remainder if wrath Jhall 
he refrain^ 
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SERMON XV. 

On the Importance of Religious 
Knowledge to Mankind. 

fPreachcd before the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge.] 



Isaiah, xi. 9. 

Theyjhall not hurt nor defiroy in all my b^ly 
mountaifi ; for the earth Jball ht full of 
the knowledge of the Lord^ as. the waters 
cover thefea. 

TTHIS paflage of Scripture, is under* SERM. 

Hood, by all Chriftian interpreters, to ^^' 
refer to the days, of the Gofpel. The Pro- 
phet defcribea, in the context, the aufpi* 
cious influence of the Meffiah's reign, as 
extending over all nature, and producing 
univerfal .felicity. The full accompliihr 
15 ment 
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SERM. ment of this predidion is yet future, and 
,^^^^^ refpeds fome more advanced period of the 
kingdom of God, when true religion (hall 
univerfally prevail, and the native tendency 
of the Gofpel attain its entire effed. In 
the profpe<a of this event the prophet 
feems to rife above himfelf,, and celebrates 
that happy age in the moft fublime ftraia 
of Eaftern poetry. He opens a beautiful 
view of the ftate of tiie vrorld, as a ftate of 
returning innocence. He reprefents all 
nature flourifhing in peace ; difcord and 
guile aboliflied; the moft hoftilc natures 
reconciled, and the moft favage reformed 
and tamed. The wolf Jh all dwell with the 
hmb^ and the leopard lie down with the 
iid<; and the calf^ and the young lion ^ and the 
fatling together^ and a little child Jhall lead 
them. The lion Jhall eat Jlraw like the ox ; 
and the f tickling child fj all play on the hole of 
the afp^ <dnd the weaned child Jhall put bis 
ihnd b$r tbt cockairice deny They^fiall not 
■hurt ^or defir^y in ^all my holy tkountain ; 
for fife 4drth>Jball hefidl (ftbt knowledge ^ 
ihe.Lfird^ as the waters cover thijed^ ' ^ 
TTpon reading thefe words, x<re ihuft Im- 
medklttly perceive tlJe great chcoufagemerit 
' ' ' which 



Digitized by 



Google 



Religious Kno^cdgc to Mdukind. 59^ 

^lach diey give to all good defigns for pto^ S E R W. 
motiog religion in the world. When we .^ ^1 ^ 
engage in thefe we have the comfort of 
being engaged not only in a good caiife^ 
but alfo in one that ihall undoubtedly be 
fuccclsful. For we are here affured by the 
divine proxnife that truth and righteoufncfs- 
flialJ at length prevail, and that the in- 
crea6ng influence of religion fhall introduce 
general happinefs. It is a pleaGng and ani- 
mating refleiflion, that in carrying on fuck 
de/igne, we aj3: upon the divine plan ; and 
co^G^ieraiCe with God for advancing the 
kingdom of the MeflTiah. We have no rea- 
ion to be difconraged by any unfavourable 
circumftanccB vtfhich at prefent oppofe our 
pious endeavours. Though the ignorance^ 
fuperiiition^ and corruption, which now fill 
fo great a part of the world, have a dark 
and fnyftsctioufi afpe£l, it is not beyond the 
power of that Supreme Being, who brings 
light out of darknefs, to clear up thoie per- 
plexing appearances, and gradually to 
extficate 'mankind from the lab\TLnth of 
igiioraxiceand errour. Let us confider how 
improbabie it feemed, when the Gofpel was 
firft publiQied, that it (hould extend fo far 

and 
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9EKM* and overthrow fo much efhbUflied fapesfttni 

XV 

tion as it has already done, there is no-^ 
thing in the prefent ftate of the world, to 
render it more unlikely that it ihall one day 
be univerfally received, and prevail in its 
full influence. At the rife of Chriftianityi 
the difproportion was, at lead, as great, 
between the apparent human caufes, and 
the eflfedt which ha^ adually been produced^ 
as there is in our age, between the circum- 
fiances of religion in the world, and the 
efFed which we farther exped* The Smi 
of rigbttoufnefs having alroidy exerted its 
influence in breaking through the thickefl: 
darknefs, we may juftly hope, that it is 
powerful enough to difpel all remaining 
obfcurity ; and that it will afcend by de- 
grees to that perfed; day, when btalingJbaU 
be under its wings to all the nations. A 
little onejball become a tboufand; and a/mall 
one ajlrong nation. I the Lord will bqften 
in its time *'. 

\. Besides the predidion which the text 
contains of the future fuccefs of religion, 
it points out alio a precife ccmnexion be« 

••" * * Ifaiah, Ix. 22. 

tweea 
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twccn the increafe of religioua knowledge/. SERM^; 
and the happincfs of mankind. The know-- ' 
ledge of the Lord Jilting the earthy is aflighed. 
as the caufe why they Jball not hurt nor de^* 
Jiroy in all the holy mountain of God. To 
this I am now to lead your thoughts ; as- 
a fpbjed both fuited to the occafion* of tbc^ 
prefent meeting, and proper to beillullraced 
in times, wherein total indifference to xfXi^ 
gious prio^iples appears to gain groiind.* 
Whether Chriftianity fhall be propagated- 
£aurther or not, is treated as a matter of no 
great concern to mankind. The opinion 
prevails among many, that moral virtue 
may fubfift, with equal advantage, Inde* 
pendent of religion. For mqral princi-. 
pies great regard is profefTed ; but articles 
of religious belief are held to be abflra£k 
tenets, remote from life; points of mere 
fpeculation and debate, the influence of 
which is very inconfiderable on the adionj 
of men. The general conduct, it is con- 
tended, will always proceed upon viqws 
and principlets which have more relation to 
tb^ prefent ftate of things ; and religious 
Jyiowledge can therefore ftand in no ne^t 
,, .Vol.. IL D d fary 
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SBRM. iary connexion with thetr happinefa and 

proiperity,! How adverfe fuch opinions 

akc both to the profeffion and practice of 
religion, is abundantly evident. How ad- 
vtffe they are to the general welfare and 
real:interefts of. mankind, I hope to make 
afspear to candid minds. 

•' By the inotvledge oftht Lard^ in the text, 
iS'tiot to be underAood the natural know- 
led^ c^ God only. It is plain that the 
Prophet fpeaks of the age of the Mefliah, 
wheii more enlarged difcoveried fhouM be' 
made to manUnd of the divine perfedions 
and ^ovcirtiment, than unaffifted reafon 
could attain. Hjt knowledge rf the I^rdi 
therefore, comprehends the principles of 
Chriftianity, as well as of natural religton. 
In order to difcern the importance of fuch 
knowledge to gene'ral happinefs, we ihall 
confider man, I. as an individual ; IL as a 
ftiember of fociety. 

< L CoNsii>£RiNG man as an individual, 
let us enquire how far the knowledge of 
true religion is important, firft, to his im*^ 
provement'j tiext, to his confolation. - * 

- ^ FiRST, 
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FritST, With refpda to the improvement SBUM. 
of man ; the advancement of his nature in 
what is valuable and ufefiil, the acquifition 
of fuch dlfpofitions and habits as fit him for 
aSirig his part with propriety oh thisftage, 
and prepare him for a higher ftate of aftion 
hereafter ; what benefit does he receive, m 
thcfe refpe<^s, from religious knowledge and' 
belief?. It is obvious, that all increafc of 
knowledge is improvement to theunder-^ 
ftanding. The more that ns fpherfe is en- 
larged, the greater dumber of objefts that 
are fubmitted taits view, efpecially whcn^ 
thefe objeds are of intrinfic excellence, the^ 
more muft thofe rational powers which are 
the glory of man, be in the cburfe of at- 
taining their proper tftrength atid maturity •^ 
But were the knowledge of religion merely 
^eculative, though ^he ipeculatioa^ibuft be 
admitted to be noble, yet lefs could be (kxd 
of its importance. We recommend ic to 
aiaoklnd, as forming the heart, and dired:-) 
log the life. Thofe pure and exalted a)n-' 
ceptdons which the Chriftian religion has 
taught us to entertain of the Deity, as the 
univerfaf* Father and righteous Govemour 
D d 2 of 
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4P4 i. 'On 'fbe, Importance ^f 

SERM. the univerCe, the ftandard of unfpottcd 
perfedion ; and the Author of every good and. 
perfeSgift) conducting his whole admini- 
ftration,^ with an eternal regard to order, 
virtue, and trjuth ; ever ;favx)uring the caufe, 
and fupportin^ the iriterefts, of righteous 
iDen^ and applying, in this diredion, the 
wjipl^ might of omnipotence, and the whole 
council -of unerring wifdom,, from the be- 
ginlng to the end of things ^ fuch concep- 
tions both kindle devotion, and ftrengthen 
vii;tue. They give fortitude to the mind in 
tjie pradice of righteoufnefs, and eftablifli. 
t^ perfuafion of its being pur higheft in- 
tereft. f : 

• All the dodrines peculiar.. to the Gofpel 
are great improvements on what, the light 
of nature -had imperfeftly fuggefted. A 
high difperifation of Providence is made 
Lmrwn, .particularly fuited to the exigencies 
©f man ; calculated for recovering him fi-om 
that corrupted ftate into which experience 
bears witnefs that he is fallen, arid for fc-^ 
ftoting him to integrity, and favour with his 
€rcator.' • The method of carrying on this 
great plan is fuch &s gives ua the moft ftrik- 

ing 
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•ing views of the importance of righteobf- SERM. 
nefs or virtue, and of the high account in 
which it ftands with God* The Son of 
God appeared on the earth; and fuffercd as 
a propitiation for the fms of the world, 
with this exprefs'intention, that he might 
bring in evcrlqfting rigbteou/nefs ; that he 
might purge our confciences from dead works 
toferve the living God ; that he might r^- 
deem^ us from all iniquity and purify un'^ 
tp bimfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. Such a merciful interpolition of 
the Creator of the world, while it illuftri- 
pufly difplays his goodnefs, and iignalizes 
his concern for the moral intercfts of man- 
kind, a^brds us, at the fame time, the mod 
fatisfying ground of confidence and truft. 
It offers an objeft to the mind on which it 
can lay hold for the fecurity of its future 
hopes J when, with a certainty far beyond 
what any abftradl argument could yield, 
it appeals to a diftinguiihed fa£l:; and b 
enabled to fay, He that fpared not his own 
l^ouy but delivered bim up for us all^ bow 
/ball be not witb bim alfo freely give us all 
tbipgs *. 

• Rom« vuK 32. 

D d 3 While 
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SERM. While the divine govermnent is thus 
placed in a light the mod amiable, toA moft 
encouraging to every virtuous mind, there 
is, at the fame lime, fbmething extremely 
av^ful and folemn in the whole dodritte of 
redemption. It is calculated to flrike the 
mind with reverence for the divine admini- 
ftration. It points at fome deep malignity 
in fin, at fome dreadful confequences flow- 
ing from guilt, unknown in their caufel 
and in their whole efiedts to us, whkh 
moved the Sovereign of the world to de* 
part from the ordinary courfe of Providence, 
and to bring about the reftoration of his 
fallen creatures by a method fo aflonifhing. 
Mankind are hereby awakened to the moft 
fcrious refleifiions* Such views are opened 
of the fenftity of the divine laws, of the 
ftridtnefs of the divine juftice, of the im- 
portance of the part Which is afligned them 
to a£k, as ferve to prevent their trifling with 
human life, and add dignity and folemnity 
to virtue* Thefe great purpofes are farther 
carried on, by the difcovery which is made 
of the fixed contiexion in which this life 
ftands with a future eternal ftate. We arc 
reprefented z,^fowin^ riow^ nvbat we are to 

reap 



Digitized by 



Google 



Religkms KMwkis^e to Hbniind. 447 

reap hereafter ; undergoing a coorie <^ pro- &E R M* 
^tion and trial, which, according as it ter- 
minates in our improvement, or leaves us 
junreformed, and corrupted, will difmift us 
to lading abodes, either of puniihrnent or 
reward. Such a difcovery rifes far above 
the dubious conjedures, and uncertain rea* 
fonings, which mere natural light fuggefts 
concerning the future condition of man- 
kind. Here we find, what alone can pro- 
duce any confiderable influence on praAicdy 
explicit promife and threatening ; aa autho- 
ritative fandion given to a law; the Goveiv 
nor and Judge revealed ; and all the mo- 
tives wfadch can operate on hope and fear, 
brought home to the heart, with, UmsfaiA 
ibc lanrd of Hojis. In a word, a great and 
magnificent pl^ of divine adminiftndon is 
opened to us in the Gofpel of Chrift ; and 
nothing is omitted that can imprefs manHod 
with the perfuafion of their bang all, m 
tlie (Iriaeft fenfe, fubjeOs of the mwal 
government of God. 

Though the bounds of this Difcourfe 
allqw us to take only an imjiierfed view of 
the principles of Chriftian doftrine, yet the 
D d 4 hints 
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s E R M. . hints which have been given, lay a fufficicnt 
• foundation for appealing to every im- 
.partial mind, whether the knowledge and 
belief of fuch principles be not intimately 
conneded with the improvement, and, by 
:conicquence, with the happinefs of man ? 
I reafon now with fuch as admit, that virtue 
is the gr*eat fource both of improvement 
•and. happinefs. Let them lay what ftre(s> 
they pleafe upon the authority of confcience, 
and upon the force and evidence of its dic- 
tates; caa they refufe to allow that the 
-natural tendency of the principles which I 
have mentioned, is to fupport thofe dilates, 
and to confirm that authority ; to excite, 
on various occafions, the moft ufeful fenti- 
ments ; to provide additional reftrainta from 
vice, and additional motives to every virtue ? 
Who dares pronounce, that there is no cafe 
in which confcience ftands in need of fuch 
A&ftance to diredJ: where there is fo much 
unceitainty and darknefs; and to prompt^ 
where there is fo much feeblenefs and irre^ 
folution, and fuch a fatal pronepefa to vice 
aftd folly ? 

' But how good feever (he tendency of 
TdfigtOM principles -may be; fome-wiH fHU 

call 
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call in ' queillon their ailoal figmS&iticy^ SERM. 
and influence on life. This tcndenc^r is xj ^^ ^ ^ 
by varioua caufes defeated. Between the 
belief of religious principles and a aorrc* 
fpondent pra&ice^ it will -be alleged that 
frequent experience ihews there is. na nesi* 
ceflary connexion } and that therefore the 
propagation of the one» cannot -give UB any 
aflurance of proportionable improvements 
following in the other* — This, in p^, is 
granted to be true ; as we admit that reli- 
gious knowledge and belief are fufceptible 
of various d^rces, before they arrive at that 
real Chriflian faith which the Scripture le- 
prefents ^panfyiog the keart. But though 
the connexion between principle and prac-> 
tice be not neceflary and invariable, it will 
not^ I fuppofe^ be deniedi that there is fome 
connexion. Here then one avenue to the 
heart is opened. If the tepdency of reli- 
giojus Jknowledge be gopd, wifdom muft 
dired, apd duty oblige us to ciiiltivatc it« 
For teadency will,. at; leaft In fpme cal^s, 
'^iijife into eJffisfO: j apflj probably, in more 
^afes than are. known andiobferved by^be 
)x^p^,^ ;9eiide8 t^4iftuigttii))e4e«a(9ples 
of (f^'^ion a&4 l^ffitue, wh)d^ ha^ye^ «|iore 
.>. or 
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SE9.U. or left, tdoraed twetj age of ^the Chrifliat 
flen^ what numbers may them be, in die 
roDre (ilent and private fecnes of Hfe^ ever*- 
kK>ked by fuperficial obferveu cf mailldiidy 
<6n whofe heuts and liveB reltgiMiB ptm- 
tiiplti have the moft happy influtnce ? £vea 
i>ti loofe aild giddy minds, where they are 
(ar frdm accompHfhing their ftlll effed, theilr 
influence is, frequently^ not altogether loft. 
Impreffions of religibb often dieck vice in 
its *areer. They prevau it from proceed*- 
ibg its utmoft length ; and though they ^ 
toot entirely reform the offender, they ferve 
to maintain order in fociety. Perfons who 
are now bad, might probably have beet 
worfe withou^ them, and the world hatt 
fuffered more from unreftrained licentiotiJP' 
nefs. They often fow latent feeds of good* 
nefs in the hiart, which proper circum*^ 
fiances and occalions afterwards ripen; 
though the reformation of the oflfender may 
not be fo confpicuous as his former enor^ 
mities have been. From the Native ten* 
dency of religious belief, there is reaibn to 
conclude, that ^hofe good efie£k« of it are 
not fo rtfe as fbme would ref^ef^nt (hemC 
By its nature and tendency, ^^ caft*etter 

judge 
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judge of its effeds, than by^obftrvatlotift sERlf. 
drawn from a fu|>pof€d experience, ^ich ^ ^T l ^ 
often is narrow in its compafs^ and fallaciom 
in its conclufions. 

The aifikual: influence of principle and bc^ 
lief of mankind, admits of clear illuftratioa 
from uncontefted matter of fad. . Thej^ 
who hold the good tSt€t% of Chr^ian ptin* 
ciples to be fo inconftderable, as to render 
the propagation of them of fmall imped- 
ance, will be at no loi& to give us inftancea 
of corrupt principles of belief having ha* , 
the moft powerful influence on the world. 
Loud complaints we hear from this quarter 
of the direful efl^eds whixrh iupetilition and 
enthufiafm havt produced ; of their having 
poifoned the tempers, and transformed the* 
manners of men ; of their having over- 
come the ftrongeft reftraints of law, of rea« 
fon and humanity* Is this then the cafe, 
that all principles, except good ones, are of 
fuch mighty energy ? Strange ! that faUc 
religion fhould be sdsle to do fo much, and 
true religion fo little ; that belief, fo powcr- 
f^in the one cafe, fhotild 1>eTo'imjJD- 
tcnt in the other.— ^No ijhpartial mqulrer. 
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SERM. itirely, caa entertain this opinion. The 
whole hiftory of mankind (hews thai their 
religious tenets and principles, of whatever 
nature they be, are of great influence in 
forming their charafter, and direding their 
conduct The mifchief which falfe prin- 
ciples have done, aflFords a good argument 
to guard carefully againft errour ; but as it 
is a proof of what belief can do, it gives 
ground to hope the more from it, when 
rightly dirededp The fame torrent which, 
wh<n it ia put out x£ its natural eourfe, 
overflows and lays wafte a country, adorns 
afid enriches it, when running in its pro- 
per chanrwd. If it be alleged that fuper- 
ftition i? likely to be more powerful in its 
cffeds than truth, becaufe it agrees better 
with the follies and corruptions of the world, 
we may oppofe to this, on the other 
hand, that truth has the divine bleflBng and 
the countenance of Heaven on its fide* 
Let us always hope well of a caiife that is 
good in itfelf, and beneficial to mankind. 
Truth is mighty and will prevail. Let us 
fpread the incorruptible feed as widely as wc 
can, and truft in God that he will give the 
increafe. — Haying thus fhewn the import- 
4 ance 
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ance of religious knowledge to mankind in s £ R AC. 
the way of improvement, let us, ^,^ 

In the fecond place, confider it in the 
light of confolation; as bringing aid and 
rdief to us amidft the diftreffes of life. 
Here religion inconteftably triumphs ; and 
its happy efFeds, in this refpeA, fumifli a 
ftrong argument to every benevolent mind 
for wifhing them to be farther diffufed 
throughout the world. For without the 
bdief and hope affdrded by divine Revc-i 
lation, the circumftances of man are ex<- 
tremely forlorn. He finds himfelf placed 
here as a ilranger in a vaft univerfe, vrheitt 
the powers and operations of Nature are 
very imperfedly known ; where both the 
beginnings and the iiTues of things are in- 
volved in myfterious darknefs, where he 
is unable -to difcover, with anyrcertaitityi 
whence he fprung, or for what jpurpofe he 
was brought into this ftate of exiftence-s 
whether he be fubjeded to tJie government 
ofia mlld^ or of a wrathful ruler j what cote* 
ftrudioDi he is to tput on many of tbe^?4i£- 
penfatiofis -oi his providence j and what hh 
fate is to fee when be depcuts ^ence, . What 

a dif- 
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t.i<fifco«>(c^te fittuifioQ to a ferious inquU 
ring mind ! The greater degree of virtue it 
poflfefTe^, its fcnfibility is likely to be the 
HKN-Q ppprefled by this burden of labouring 
tiioiight. Evea though it were in one's 
power to bantih all uneafy thought) and to 
&I up the hours of lific with perpetual 
yp^eipimt^ life} fo tilled up would, tt^on 
|t^9iS:iQP^ appear poor and triviaL But 
dftCtfii.ftrefar frpm being the terms upon 
wbicbf itfati is brought: inte this world. He 
i% ^ot^feicHis tbat his being is iiail and 
fiia))I« ; he fees htmftlf befet with various^ 
^fiw^-; wwl i^ ^xpofcd to many a m^ 
^cdb^Iy. approhenfiQa, from th& erila 
whi^h he'^may have to encounter, before h^ 
9ifiv((a at the cWe of life. . In this diftrefled 
coiidition, to reveal to him fiicfa diicoveries 
4Qft^. Supreme Being, aa theChriftian reli* 
^pon affords^ is to reveal tdhim a Father 
9l|d a Friend ; is to let in a ray of ithe moft 
idieering light upon the dadcnefb of the iiu^ 
jota cflatew He who was before a ddti- 
tine <)rphan,' wandering m the inhofpitable 
4fi(btt» has now gained a (helter firom the 
iUttar and inclememiblafL. He now ktrow^ 
to whom to pray, and In whom to truft; 
. . <,. where 
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where td i^ibofbin hb forrows, aod &bm SS R u. 
what hand Xq look iGpr rdief. 

It is cettaiii that when the heart bleeds 
ffom ^ fome wound of recent inkfortune, 
iK)tbing ia' of equal efficacy with* r^igious 
comfbit. It ik of power to enlighten the 
dai4cell hour^iand to aiTuage the fevereft 
woe, by tftie feellef of divine favour, and 
the iprofptdt of a blelTed immortality. Itx 
fueh hopes the mind expatiates vrith joy ; 
and, when bereaved of its earthly fiiends, 
folace^kfetf with the thoughts of one Friend, 
who wiU never . for£ike it. Refined xea- 
feinings ooact^ing the nature of the hu» 
fhUa condition, ac^d the improvement which 
jihitefophy teaches us to make of every 
event, may entertain the mind when it k 
at eafe; ttay- perhaps contribute to Ibethe 
it when fflghtly touched with forrow. 
But when it is torn with any fore diftreft 
they are cold and fe^e, compared widi a 
direct promife from the word of God. 
This is an anchor to the Jb$d both fire ond 
fitdfajl. This has given confolation and 
refuge to many a virtuous heart, at a time 
when the mod cogent reaibnings^ wouM 
have proved utteriy unavailing. 

^ Upon 
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s £ R M. Upon tbc«approach of deaths efpeciallf 
when, if a may thinks at all^ his aaxiety 
about his future intereib muft natwrally in- 
cf cafe the power of religious coofolatim is 
fenQbly felt« Then appears, in. the moft 
ilriking light, the high va]u« c^ the difeo- 
coveries made by the Gofpel; not only life 
and imoiortallty revealed, but a Mediator 
with God difcovered ; mercy piodaimed, 
through him, to the frailties of the penitent 
and the hu^nble; and bis presence pro* 
miied to be with them when they are pac- 
ing through the yattey of the Jbadow ^ 
deatb^ in orderto bring them iSife.into imji- 
feen habitations of r^ft and joy. Here m 
ground, for their • leaving the world with 
comf^lt and peape* But in this fevere and 
tryiQg peido^, this, labouring .hour of na- 
ture, how il>all the UQhs^ppy man Support 
himfajf, whokijpjv^ got, or believes not, 
the d^coveries gf religipn \ Secretly con- 
icioys to himfelE. that h^^ has^not a^ed his 
p^t a.s he ought to' have done, the fins of 
.his pad life arlTe before him in fad remem^ 
brance.. He. wiihes to. exift after death, 
and yet dreads, Jtlut exiftenjie. The Go- 
vernor of the^ world is unknown. He <;an- 

T> not 
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not ttli whether every endeavour to obtain s B R M. 

XV 
his mercy may not be vaim All is aw- s^^,^^ 

ful obfcurity around him ; and in the midft 
of endleis doubts and perplexities, the trem- 
bling, relaxant foul is forced away from 
the body* As the misfortunes of life muft, 
to fuch a man, h^ve been moft oppreffive, 
fo its end is bitten His fun fet$ in a dark 
cloud ; and the night of death clofes over 
his head, full of mifcry. — Having now 
ihewn how important the knowledige of the 
Lord is, both to the improvement and the 
confola^ion of man, confidered as an indi- 
vidual, I am next to ihew, 

11. How important this Knowledge is tf 
him as a member of foclety. This branch 
of the fubje£t is in part anticipated by what 
has been faid. For all the improvement 
which man receives as an individual, re* 
dounds to the benefit of the public. Society 
reaps the fruit of the virtues of all the mem- 
bers who compofe it ; and in proportion as 
each» apart, is made better, the whole muft 
flourifti. 

But, beiides this eSeQ, r^ligio^s know« 
ledge has a direct tendency to improve the 

Vol. II. E c focial 
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5 \^^* fecial intercourfe of men, and to affift them 
in co-operating for common good. It is 
the great inftrument of civilizing the mul- 
titude, and forming them to union. It 
tames the fiercenefs of their paffions, and 
Ibftens the rudenefs of their 'manners; 
There is much reafon to doubt whether 
any regular fociety ever fubfifted, or could 
fubfift, in the v^orld deftitutc of all rcfi- 
gious ideas and principles. They who, in 
^arly times, attempted to bring the wan- 
dering and fcattered tribes of men from the 
woods, and to unite them in citli^s and 
communities, always found it neceffary to 
begin with fome inftitution of religion. 
The wifeft legiflators of old, through the 
whole progrefs of their fyftems of govern- 
ment, confidered religion as eflential to civil 
polhy. If even thofe imperfedl forms of 
it, loaded with fo much fuperftition and 
errour, were important to the welfare of 
fociety, how much more that reafonable 
worfhip of the true God, which is taught 
by the Gofpel ? True religion introduces 
the idea of regular fubjedlion, by accuf- 
toming mankind to the awe of fuperior 
power in the Deity, joined with the vene- 
ration 
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ration of fuperior wifdom and goodhcfs. 8ERM. 
It i$ by its nature an affociating principle ; .^- -; ^ 
and creates new and facred bonds of union 
among men. Common afiemblies for reli- 
gious worihip, and joint homs^ ofi^ed 
up to oi\e God ; the fenfe of J>cing all^de- 
. pendent on the fame prote^ion, and bound 
to duty by the fame ties, iharers in the 
fame benefits of heaven, and exp^ants cf 
the fame reward, tend to awaken the fcn- 
jdmtents of friendly felatien, and to confirm 
and ilrengthen our mutual connexion. The 
dodrine of Chriftianity is moft adverfe to 
all tyraijijy and oppreffipp, but highly far 
yjourable to. the inf erefts of good government 
among mien. It repreffes the fpirit of li*. 
centibufnefs and fedition. It inculcates the 
cluity of fubordinatidn to lawful fuperiors. 
It requires us tofc4r God^ to honour the king^ 
find fiotjto meddle with them that are given 
(0 flfange^\ 

Religious kjjowledge forwards all ufeful 
and ornatnental improvements in fociety. 
J^xpefience fliews, that, in proportion a&ii 
difFyfefc its ligUt, learning flouriflies, and 
liberal jirta arfc cultivated and advanced, 
l^it GOjiQ^ption? of religipn promftte a frpe 
E e 2 and 
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.6 E R M. and manly ipirit. Hiey lead men to tliki& 
^* f5or themfelyes ; to form tlieir pHncipleiH 
upon fair inquiry, and not to refign their 
•confcience to the didatee of men. Hence 
they naturally tnfpire averfion to flavery of 
-every kind } and promote a tafie for lifeetty 
jttui laws, Deipotic govemnititts have ge- 
nerally taken the firmeft n>ot among nations 
that were blinded by Mahometan or Fagan 
-•daiicnefe \ where the throne of Yioleoce has 
4Keen fupported by ignorance and falfe refr 
'gion. In the Chriftiah world, during thofc 
eenturfes in which grofs fuperftition held 
its reign undiftuirbed) oppreffion and flatery 
were in its train* ' The cloud of ignorance 
iat thick and deep over the nations ; and 
the world was threatened with a relapfe into 
ancient barbarity. As ibon as the true 
knowledge ofihe Lord revived, at the au^ 
cious «ra of the Reformation, learning, 
liberty, and arts, began to fliine f<Mth with 
it, and to reftime their luflre. 

But the happy influence which reKgion 
exerts on fociety, extends much farther than 
to efieds of this kind. It is not only fuh- 
fidiary to the improvement, but n^ctfllary to 
the j^tfervation of fociety. It is the very 

bafia 
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bufis on 'wfikh it refts. Religious pria- *^j^^^* 
xiple is wiial giveis men the fureft hold of 
one another. That laft and greateft pledge 
of veracity an oath, without which no fo- 
ciety could fubfift^ derives its whole autho- 
rity from an eftabliflied reverence of God 
to whom it is a folemn appeal. Banifh re- 
ligious principle, and you loofen all the 
honds which conned mankind together; 
you fhake the fundamental pillar of mutual 
confidence and truft ; you render the fecu- 
rity arifing from laws, in a great meafure, 
void and ineffeftual. For human laws and 
human fanftions cannot extend to number- 
lefs cafes, in which the fafety of mankind 
is deeply concerned. They would prove 
very feeble inftruments of order and peace, 
If there were no checks upon the conduct 
of men from the fenfe of divine legiflation ; 
if no belief of future rewards and punilh- 
metits were to overawe confcience, and to 
fupply the defeds of human government. 

Indeed, the belief of religion is of fuch 
Importance to public welfare, that the moft 
expreffive defcription we could give of a 
fociety of men in the utmoft diforder, would 
be to fay that there was no fear of God 
8* left 
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^ Yv^' left among them. Imagihation would imr 
mediately conceive them as abandoned to ra*- 
pine and violence, to perfidy and treachery ; 
as deceiving and deceived, opprefling and 
opprcffed ; confumed by inteftine broils, 
and ripe for becpming a prey to the firfl; 
invader. On the other hand, in order to 
form the idea of a fociety flouriihing in its 
highefl glory, vre need only conceive the 
belief of Chriftian principle exerting its full 
influence on the heans and lives of all the 
members, Inftantly, the moft amiable fcene 
would open to our view. We fhould fee 
the caufe of public difunion removed, when 
men were animated with that noble fpirit of 
love and charity which our religion breathes j 
and formed to the purfuit of thofe higher 
interefts, which give no occafion tp compe-t 
tiiion and jealoufy. We fhould fee families, 
neighbourhoods and communities.living. ia 
unbroken amity, and purfuing, with one 
heart and mind, the common intereft ; fo* 
briety of manners, and fiipplicity of VS^^ 
reftored ; virtuous induftry carrying on it^ 
ufeful l^ibours, and cheerful contentment 
everywhere reigning. Politicians may lay. 
down, what plans they pleafe fox advancingj 

public 
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public profperity ; but, in truth, it is the SERM. 
prevalency of fuch principles of religion and 
virtue which forms the ftrength and glory 
of a nation. When thefe are totally want- 
ing, no meafures contrived by human wif- 
dom can fupply the defed. In proportion 
as they prevail, they raife the ftate of fo- 
ciety from that fad degeneracy into which 
it is at prefent funk, and carry it forward, 
under the blefling of Heaven, towards that 
happy period, when nation JJjall not lift up 
their /word againjl nation j nor learn war 
any more. 

In order to prove the importance of reli- 
gious knowledge to the intereft of fociety, 
one confideration more, deferving particu- 
lar attention, remains to be mentioned. It 
is that ligoodfenfe be not fown in the field, 
tares will infallibly fpring up. The.pro- 
penfion towards religion is ftrong in thd 
human heart. There is a natural prepa- 
ration in our minds for receiving fome 
impreffions of fupernatural belief. Upon 
thefe, among ignorant and uncultivated 
m^n, fuperftition or enthuliafm never fail 
to graft themfelves. Into what monftrous 
forms thefe havefhot forth, and what va- 
rious 
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& ERM. rious mifchiefs they have produced to fo- 
ciety, is too well known. Nor is this the 
whole of the danger, Defigning men are 
always ready to take advantage of this po- 
pular weaknefs, and to direA the fuperfti- 
tious bias of the multitude to their own am- 
bitious and interefted ends. Superftition, 
in itfelf a formidable evil, threatens confe- 
quences dill more formidable, when it is 
rendered the tool of defign and craft. Hence 
arifes one of the moft powerful arguments 
for propagating with zeal, as far as our in- 
fluence can extend, the pure and undefiled 
dodrines of the Gofpel of Chrift ; in order 
that juft and rational principles of religion 
nay till up that room in the minds of men^ 
which dangerous fanaticifm will otherwife 
lifurp. 

This confiJeration alone is fuflScient to 
(hew the high utility of the defign under- 
taken by the Society for propagating Chrif- 
tian Knowledge. With great propriety, 
they have beftowed their chief attention on 
a remote quarter of our country, where, 
from a variety of caufes, ignorance and fu- 
perdition had gained more ground, than in 
any other corner of the land; where -the 

inhabitants, 
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Shhabitants, by thekr loqal fituation, wejRC ^ERM- 
more imperfeftly Aipplied with the means 
4Df {)rqpej education ^ixd iaftru&ion ; ^nd at 
the«ia{De i\mt e^pc^fed to the fedudions of 
• filch as ib«^t to pervert them from the 
truth, Tlie Jaudable endeavours of this 
Society, in diffufiog religious aad ufeful 
knowledge through this part of the country, 
have already been crowned with much fuc- 
cefs ; and more is ftill to be expeded from 
the continuance of their pious and well- 
directed attention. 

With fuch good defigns, it becomes all 
to co-operate, who are lovers of mankind. 
Thus fhall they fliew their juft fenfe of the 
value of that blefling which they enjoy in 
the knowledge of the Gofpel of Chrift ; 
and their gratitude to Heaven for confer- 
ring it upon them. Thus (hall they make 
the bleflings of thofe who are now ready 
to pcri/h through lack of knowledge y defcend 
upon their heads. Thus (hall they contri- 
bute their endeavours for bringing forward 
that happy period, foretold by anpient pro- 
phecy; when there Jhall be ome Lord over 
al[ the earthy and his name one ; when that 
name Jhall bt great from the rijing to thefet^ 

Vol, |I. F f ting 
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S E R M. ting fun ; when there Jhall be nothing to hurt 
nor dejiroy in all the holy mountain of God; 
hnt Judgment Jhall dwell in the wildemefsy 
and righteoufnefs remain in the fhiitful field; 
the defertfhall rejoicey andbloffom as the rofe; 
and the earth fhall be full of the knowledge df 
the Lord as the waters cover ihefea ^. 

* 2^char. xiv. ^. Malachii i. i|, I(aia])> zxxii. i6« 
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